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PREFACE, 


\ \ HEN I was firſt called to the office of 
| hiſtoriographer to Fohn Bull, he expreſſed 


himſelf to this purpoſe : Sir Humphry 
Polefworth *, I know you are a plain- dealer; it is for 
that reaſon I have choſen you for this 1mportant truft ; 


ſpeak the truth, and ſpare not. That I might fulfil 
| thoſe his honourable intentions, 1 obtained leave to 
repair to, and attend him in his moſt ſecret retire- 
ments; and I put the journals of all tranſactions into 
a ſtrong box, to be opened at a fitting occaſion, after 
the manner of the hiſtoriographers of ſome eaſtern mo- 
narchs: this I thought was the ſafeſt way; though I 
declare I was never afraid to be choped + by my maſter | 
for telling the truth. It is from thoſe journals that 
my memoirs are compiled: therefore let not poſte- 
rity a thouſand years hence look for truth in the volu- 
minous annals of pedants, who are entirely ignorant 


8 5 A member of parliament, a 5 deal! in this book. 


eminent for a certain cant in his 3 A cant word of ſir Hum- 


converſation; of which there is Pbry's. 
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viii P REFACE. 
of the ſecret ſprings of great actions; if they do, let 


me tell them they will be nebuſed T. 


W iTH incredible pains have I ee to copy 


the ſeveral beauties of the {| ancient and modern hiſ- 
torians; the impartial temper of Herodotus ; the gra- 
vity, auſterity, and ſtrict morals of Thucydides ; the 


extenſive knowledge of Xenophon, the ſublimity and 
grandeur of Titus Livius; and, to avoid the careleſs 


ſtyle of Palzb:us, I have borrowed conſiderable orna- 
ments from Dionyſius Halicarnaſſeus and Diodorus Si- 
- culus, The ſpecious gilding of Tacitus I have endea- 
voured to ſhun, Mariana, Davila, and Fr. Paul, 


are thoſe amongſt the moderns whom I thought moſt 


worthy of imitation ; but I cannot be fo diſingenuous, 
as not to own the infinite obligations I have to the 


Pilrim's Progreſs. of John Bunyan, and the Tenter oY 
Belly of the reverend Jose 55 Hall. 


Fon ſuch encouragement and 8e it is eaſy 
to gueſs to what a degree of perfection I might have 


brought this great work, had it not been nipt in the 


bud by ſome illiterate people in both hoxfes of Parlia- 
ment, who, envying the great figure I was to make in 


future ages, under pretence of raiſing money for the 


war, have padlocked + all thoſe very pens that were 


to celebrate the actions of their heroes, by ſilencing 
at once the whole univerſity of Grub. Jen. Jam per- 


1 Antti cant word, "ary + Act reftraining the liberty. 


fying deceived. of the preſs, etc. which was paſ- 


A parody on Boyer” s preface fed in 1712; and. the peace of 


iP. nis s Hiſem of Tac Anne. Utrecht, concluded in 1713. 
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PREFACE. = i 
fuaded that nothing but the proſpect of an approaching 


peace could have encouraged them to make ſo bold a 
ftep. But ſuffer me, in the name of the reſt of the 
matriculates of that famous univerſity, to aſk them 


ſome plain queſtions : Do they think that peace will 
bring along with it the golden age? Will there be ne- 
ver a dying ſpeech of a traitor ? Are Cethegus and Ca- 


lLiline turned ſo tame, that there will be no opportuni- 


ty to cry about the ſtreets, A dangerous plot 2 Will 
peace bring ſuch plenty, that no gentleman will have 


occaſion to go upon the highway, or break into a 
Houſe ? J am ſorry that the world ſhould be ſo much 


impoſed upon by the dreams of a fa!ſe prophet, as to 


imagine the Millennium is at band. O Grub. ſtreet 1 


thou fruitfal nurſery of towering genius's! How do I 


lament thy downfal ? Thy ruin cold never be medi- 
tated by any who meant well to engliſb liberty: No 
modern Lyceum will ever equal thy glory: whether 
in ſoft paſtorals thou didſt ſing the flames of pampered 
apprentices and coy cook-maids, or mournful ditties 
of departing lovers; or if to Maeonian ſtrains thou 
raiſedſt thy voice, to record the ſtratagems, the ardu- 
-ous exploits, and the nocturnal ſcalade of needy he- 
roes, the terror of our peaceful citizens, deſcribing the 
powerful Betty or the artful Picklack, or the ſecret ca- 

verns and protto's of Yakan ſweating at his forge, and 


ſtamping the queen's image on viler metals, which he 


retails for beef and pots of ale: or if thou wert con- 
tent, in ſimple narrative, to relate the cruel acts of 
implacable revenge, or the complaints of raviſned vir- 
- Kitts, bluſhing to tell their adventures before the liſ- 
tening crowd of city damſels; 5 whilſt in thy faithſul 

hiſtory 


xXx PREFACE. N 
hiſtory thou intermingleſt the graveſt counſels and the 
pureſt morals. Nor leſs acute and piercing wert thou 
in thy ſearch and pompous deſcription of the works of 
nature; whether in proper and emphatick terms thou 
didſt paint the blazing comet's fiery tail, the ſtupen- 
dous force of dreadful thunder and earthquakes, and 
the unrelenting inundations. Sometimes, with Ma- 
chiavelian ſagacity, thou unravelledft i intrigues of ſtate, 
and the traiterous conſpiracies of rebels, giving wiſe 
counſel to monarchs. How didſt thou move our ter- 
ror and our pity with thy paſſionate ſcenes between 
Jacl-Catch and the heroes of the Old- Bailey ! How 
didſt thou deſcribe their intrepid march up Holboru- 
Hill! Nor didſt thou ſhine leſs in thy theological ca- 
pacity, when thou gaveſt ghoſtly counſel to dying fe- 
lons, and didſt record the guilty pangs of ſabbath- 
| breakers, How will the noble arts of Fohn Overton's $ 
painting and ſculpture now languiſh ! where rich in- 
vention, proper expreſſion, correct deſign, divine at- 
titudes, and artful contraſt, heightened with the beau- 
ties of Clar. Obſcur. embelliſhed thy celebrated pieces, 
to the delight and aſtoniſhment of the judicious mul- 
titude ! Adieu, perſuaſive eloquence ! the quaint me- 
taphor, the poignant irony, the proper epithet, and 
the lively ſimile, are fled for ever! Inſtead of theſe, 


we ſhall have, I tnow not what ! — The illiterate will = 


tell the * with * f. 
x nor E 


"Þ The engraver of the cuts 1912; ; where having Aifolayed. 
before the Grub-ftreet papers, the beautiful and pleaſing proſpect 
1 Vid. the preface to four ſer- which was opened by the war, he 
mons by William Ileetacocd, bi- complains that the ſpirit of diſ- 
bop of St. Aſaph, printed in cord bad given us in its ſtead— 

3 7 I know © 


Fun, 0g 


I nor the reader will excuſe. this digreſſion, due 
by way of condolence to my worthy brethren of 


Grub ſireet, for the approaching barbarity that is likely 
to overſpread all its regions, by this oppreſſive and 
exorbitant tax. It has been my good fortune to re- 
ceive my education there; and, ſo long as I preſerved 
ſome figure and rank amongſt the learned of that ſo- 
ciety, I ſcorned to take my degree either at Utrecht 


or Leyden, though I was offered it n by the * 


| feſſors 1 in thoſe univerſities. 


Any now, that poſterity may 1 not be i iniorant in 
what age ſo excellent a hiſtory was written (which 


would otherwiſe, no doubt, be the ſubject of its en- 
quiries) I think it proper to inform the learned of fu- 
ture times, that it was compiled when Lew:s the 


XIVth was king of France, and Philip his grandfon 
of Spain; when England and Holland, in conjunction 
with the emperor and the allies, entered into a war 
againſt theſe two princes, which laſted ten years, un- 
der the management of the duke of Marlborough, and 

Was put to a concluſion by the treaty of Utrecht, 

under the miniſtry of the earl of Oxford, in the Fear 

11713. 


1 1 not 1 enemies will of commons burnt by the hang- 


tell the reſt qwith pleaſure, This man in — — BY 


mob was by order of the houſe 
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PREFACE. 


Many at that time did imagine the hiſtory of John 


Bull, and the perſonages mentioned in it, to be 
allegorical, which the author would never own. 
Notwithſtanding, to indulge the reader's fancy and 
. curioſity, I have printed at the bottom of the page 
the ſuppoſed alluſions of the moſt obſcure parts of 


the ſtory. 


CON- 


i Chap: Iv. How Bull and Frog went to how with lard 
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BULL. 


I GHAFL- 
The occaſion of the law-ſuit. 


happened in our neighbourhood ſince the death 


of the late lord Strutt *; how the parſon +, and 
a 4 cunning attorney, got him to ſettle his eſtate upon 


T > EED not tell you of the great quarrels that 


his couſin || Philip Baboon to the great diſappoint- 


ment of his couſin & eſquire South. Some ſtick not 


* Charlcs II. of Spain died 
without iſſue, and | 


+ Card. Portocarero and the 


I Marſhal of Harcourt, em- 
ployed, as is ſuppoſed, by the 
Hauſe of Bourbon, prevailed up- 
on him to make a will, by 


which he ſettled the ſueceſſion 


5 | : _ = 


. $2 3 
| V V 
78 O L . .© 
it . 


of- the Spaniſs monarchy upon 
| Philip of Bourbon Duke of 


Anjou, though his right had 


by the moſt ſolemn renuncia- 


tions been barred in favour of 


$ the Archduke Charles of Auſ- 


tria. | 


—— 2 — ———ůꝛ—ů———j̃ — LY 


2 IE HISTORY OF 


to ſay, that the parſon and the attorney forged a will, 


for which they were well paid by the family of the 
Baboons let that be as it will, it is matter of fact, that 
the honour and eſtate have continued ever ſince in the 
perſon of Philip Baboon. 

You know, that the lord Struts have for many 


years been poſleſs'd of a very great landed eſtate, well- 


condition'd, wooced, watered, with coal, falt, tin, 


copper, iron, &c, all within themſelves ; that it has 


been the misfortune of that family to be the proper- 
ty of their ſtewards, tradeſmen, and inferior ſervants, 


which has brought great incumberances upon them 3 _ 
at the ſame time, their not abating of their expenſive _ 


way of living has forced them to mortgage their beſt 


manors : it is credibly reported, that the butchers and 
bakers bill of a lord Strutt, that lived two hundred 


years ago, are not yet paid. 
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When Philip Baboon came firſt to the poſſeſſion 2 


the lord Strut?'s eſtate, his tradeſmen, as is uſual up- 


on ſuch occaſions, waited upon bim to wiſh him joy 
and beſpeak his cuſtom : the two chief were * John 
Bull the clothier, and + Nic. Frog the linen-draper : 
They told him, that the Balls and Frogs had ſerved I 


the lord Strutts with drapery-ware for many years; 


that they were honeſt and fair dealers; that their bills ö 


had never been queſtion'd; ; that the lord Struts lived 


generouſſy, and never uſed to dirty their fingers with | 


pen, ink, and counters ; that his lordſhip might de- 
pend upon their honefly ; 3 mat ey would uſe him as 


the Englif and were notableto prevent: 2 but te 
＋ the Dutch congratulated Phi- diſappoint the ambition of 
tp Aren f lucceſhon, which Le. 
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the French nation, whoſe 


' JOHN BULL 3 


kindly, as they had done his predeceſſors. The young 


lord ſeemed to take all in good part, and Game 


them with a deal of ſeeming content, aſſuring them 
he did not intend to change any of the ene 
maxims of his predeceſſors. 


CHAP. Tt 


Hno Bull and Frog grew jealous, that the bord Strutt 


intended to give all his cuſtom to his grandfather Lewis 
| Baboon EE 


T happened unfortunately for the peace of our 


neighbourhood, that this young lord had an old 


cunning rogue, or (as the Scots call it) a falſe Iron, of 


a grandfather, that one might juſtly call a Jack of all 


trades +; ſometimes you would ſee him behind his 
counter ſelling broad-cloth, ſometimes meaſuring li- 
nen; next day he would be dealing in mercery- 
ware; high heads, ribbons, gloves, fans, and Jace he 
_ underſtood to a nicety 3 Charles Mather could not 
bubble a young beau better with a toy; nay, he 
would deſcend even to the ſelling of tape, garters, and 
' ſhoebuckles: when ſhop was ſhut up, he would go a- 
| bout the neighbourhood, and earn half a crown by 
teaching the young men and maids to dance. By 
theſe methods he had acquired immenſe riches, which 


he uſed to ſquander ꝓ away at back-ſword, quarter- 


ſtaff, and cudgel-play, in which he took great plea- 


Lewis the XIV, and hinder ance was formed to te procure a 
s reaſonable ſatis faction to the 
Þ trade and character are thus © houſe of Auſtria for its preten- 


deſcribed, and whoſe king had a „ fions to the Span cen 
1 frong diſpoſition to var, from © and ſufficient 
coming too potent, an alli- _ 
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ſure, and challenged all the country. You will ay 
it is no wonder if Bull and Frog ſhould be jealous of 
this fellow. It is not impoſſible (ſays Frog to 
% Bull) but this old rogue will take the management 
% of the young lord's buſineſs into his hands; be- 
« ſides the raſcal has good ware, and will ſerve him 
© as cheap as any body, In that caſe, I leave you to 
judge what muſt become of us and our families; we 
« muſt ſtarve, or turn journeymen to old Lewis Ba- 
&« boon ; therefore, neighbour, I hold it adviſeable, 
<« that we write to young lord Strut to know d the bot- 
tom of this matter,” 


"CHAP. 0": 
A copy of Bull and Frog's letter to lord Strutt. 


MY LORD, 


| I Suppoſe your Jordſhip knows, that the Bull and 

1 the Frogs have ſerved the lord Strutts with all ſorts 
of drapery-· ware time out of mind: and whereas we 
are jealous, not without reaſon, that your lordſhip in- 
| tends henceforth to buy of your grandfire old Lewis 
Baboon; this is to inform your lordſhip, that this pro- 
ceeding does not ſuit with the circumſtances of our fa- 
milies, who have lived and made a good figure in the 
world by the generoſity of the lord Strutts. There- 
fore we think kit to acquaint your lordſhip, that you 
muſt find ſufficient ſecurity * to us, our heirs and aſ- 
ſigas, that you will not employ Lew:s Baboon 3 or elſe 

ce ſecurity to E ngland and Hal. * monarchies Prace and Spain.“ 

- Pons for their dominions, navi- To effect theſe berate, queen 


« gation, and commerce, and to ae! Was El 
prevent the union of the two - 
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JOHN BULL. 11 
we will take our remedy at lau, clap an action upon 
you of 20,0001. for old debts, ſeize and diſtrain your 
goods and chattels, which, conſidering your lordſhip's 
circumſtances, will plunge you into difficulties, from 


which it will not be eaſy to extricate yourſelf ; there- 
fore we hope, when your lordſhip has better conſider- 


ed on 80 you will comply with the deſire of 


« 


| Your loving friends, 


FOHN BULL. 
NIC. FROG. 


Some of Bulls friends adviſed him to take gentler 


methods with the young lord: but John naturally loved 
rough play. It is impoſlible to expreſs the ſurprize of 


the lord Strutt upon the receipt of this letter; he was 
not fluſh in ready either to go to law, or clear old debts, 
neither could he find good bail : he offered to bring 
matters to a friendly accommodation ; and promiſed 
upon his word of honour, that he would not change his 


? drapers ; but all to no purpoſe, for Bull and Frog ſaw 
Clearly that old . Lewis would have the cheating of him. 


CHAP. IV. 


How Bull and Frog went to law with lard Strutt about 


the premiſes, and were re join d by the Wy f the trade. 
men. 


LL ess of accommodation between lord 
Strutt and his drapers proved vain; jealouſies in- 


| . and indeed it was rumoured abroad, that lord 
Strutt had beſpoke his new liveries of old Lewis Ba- 


B 3 oon. 


6 THE HISTORY or 
boon. This coming to Mrs. Bull's * ears, when John 


Bull came home, he found all his family in an uproar. 


Mrs. Bull, you muſt know, was very apt to be chole- 


6 rick. You ſot, ſays ſhe, you loiter about ale-houſes 


and taverns, ſpend your time at billiards, ninepins, or 
© puppet-ſhows, or flaunt about the ſtreets in your. 
new gilt chariot, never minding me nor your nume- 


ce rous family. Don't you hear how lord Strutt has 


40 beſpoke his liveries at Lewis Baboon's ſhop ? Don't 


& you ſee how that old fox ſteals away your cuſtomers, 


< and turns you out of your buſineſs every day, and 


4e you fit like an idle drone with your hands in your 
* pockets ? Fie upon it ! up man, rouze thyſelf ; III 
e ſell to my ſhift, before I'll be ſo uſed by that knave.” 


Jou muſt think Mrs. Bull had been pretty well tuned 


up by Frog, who chimed in with her learned harangue, 
No further delay now, but to council learned in the 
law they go, who unanimouſly aſſured them both of the 
_ Juſtice and infallible ſucceſs of their law-ſuit. 


I told you before, that old Lewis Baboon was a ſort 


of a Jack of all trades, which made the reſt of the tradeſ- 


men jealous, as well as Bull and Frog ; they hearing 
of the quarrel were glad of an opportunity of joining a- 
gainſt old Lewts Baboon, provided that Bull and Frog 


would bear the charges of the ſuit ; even lying Ned, + 
the chimney-ſweeper of Savoy, and Tow the R 
duſtman, put in their claims; and the cauſe was put 
is Into the hands of || e Hocus the attorney. 


 ® theparliament precipitated in- ꝗ the King of Portugal; and 
to the War as a principal, Among || Fobn Churchill Duke of Marl- 
her allies were borough was appointed general in 


7 the Duke of Savoy and chief of the confederate army, 
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JOHN BULL. - 


A declaration was drawn up to ſhew © That Bull 


& and Frog had undoubted right by preſcription to be 


« drapers to the lord Strutts; that there were ſeveral 
te old contracts to that purpoſe ; that Lewis Baboon 


had taken up the trade of clothier and draper, with- 
& out ſerving his time or purchaſing his freedom; that 


cc he ſold goods, that were not marketable, without 
* the ſtamp ; that he himſelf was more fit for a bully 


© than a tradeſman, and went about through all the 
e country fairs challenging people to fight prizes, 


cc wreſtling and cudgel- play; and abundance more 


| to this purpoſe, 


CHAP. 95 


The true charaers of John Bull, Nic. F rog, and focus 
\ O R the better underſtanding the following hiſ- 


tory, the reader ought to know, that Bull, in the 
mls was an honeſt plain-dealing fellow, cholerick, 


bold, and of a very unconſtant temper; he dreaded not 
old Lewis either at back-ſword, ſingle faulchion, or 
cudgel- play; but then he was very apt to quarrel with 
his beſt friends, eſpecially if they pretended to govern _ 
bim: if you flatter'd him, you might lead him like a 


child. John's temper depended very much upon the 


air; his ſpirits roſe and fell with the weather-glaſs, 
John was quick, and underſtood his buſineſs very well; 
but no man alive was more careleſs in looking into his 


accounts, or more cheated by partners, apprentices, 


and ſervants, This was occaſioned by his being a 
bdoon companion, loving his bottle and his diverſion ; 
$0 — 8 4 for, 
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for, to ſay truth, no man kept a better houſe than Jeb, 
nor ſpent his money more generouſly. By plain and 
fair dealing John had acquir d ſome plumbs, and might 
have kept them, had it not been for his unhappy law- 
ſuit, 
Nic. FroG was a cunning fly whoreſon, quite the 
reverſe of John in many particulars ; covetous, fru- 
gal; minded domeſtick affairs; would pinch his belly to 
_ fave his pocket; never loſt a farthing by careleſs ſer- 
vants, or bad debtors. He did not care much for any ſort 
of diverſions, except tricks of high german artiſts and 
leger-de-main : no man exceeded Nic. in theſe; yet it 
muſt be owned, that Nic. was a fair dealer, and in that 
way acquired immenſe riches. | 
Hocvus was an old cunning attorney; and tho? this 
was the firſt conſiderable ſuit, that ever he was enga- 
ged in, he ſhewed himſelf ſuperior in addreſs to moſt 
of his profeſſion : he kept always good clerks, he loved 


; money, was ſmooth-tongued, gave good words, and 


| ſeldom loſt his temper : he was not worſe than an in- 


fidel, for he provided plentifully for his family; but he N 


loved himſelf better than them all: the neighbours re- 
ported, that he was henpecked; which was impoſlible 
by ſuch nnn woman as be wife was. 


[24 H A P. VI. 
Of i the various ſ1 ucceſs of the law -ſuit. 3 
L AW is a bottomleſs pit; it is a cormorant, a harpy |. 
that devours every thing. John Bull was flat= * 
ter'd by the lawyers, that his. ſuit would not laſt above 
a year or two at moſt ; that before that time he would 


JOHN BULL. 9 
be in quiet poſſeſſion of his buſineſs: yet ten long years 
did Hocus ſteer his cauſe through all the meanders of 
the law, and all the courts. No ſkill, no addreſs was 
wanting; and, to ſay truth, 7ohn did not ftarve his 
cauſe ; there wanted not yellow-boys to fee counſel, hire 
witneſſes, and bribe juries : lord Strutt was generally 
caſt, never had one verdict in his favour ; * and John 


was promiſed that the next, and the next, would be the 
final determination; but alas! that final determination 


and happy concluſion was like an inchanted iſland, 


the nearer John came to it, the farther it went from 
him: new trials upon new points ſtill aroſe; new 


doubts, new- matters to be cleared; in ſhort, lawyers 
ſeldom part with ſo good a cauſe, till they have got 
the oyſter, and their clients the ſhell. John's ready mo- 
ney, book-debts, bonds, mortgages, all went into the 
lawyer's pockets : then John began to borrow money 


upon Bank ſtock and Eajt- India bonds: now and then 


a farm went to pot: at laſt + it was thought a good ex- 
pedient to ſet up eſquire South's title, to prove the will 


forged, and diſpoſſeſs Philip lord Strutt at once. Here 
again was a new field for the lawyers, and the cauſe 


grew more intricate than ever. John grew madder 
and madder ; wherever he met any of lord Strutt's ſer- 


vants, he tore off their cloaths : now and then you 


2 The war was carried on a- 


gainſt France and Spain with 


on! ſucceſs, and a peace might 
ave been concluded upon the 


principles of the alliance ; but a 
partition of the Spaniſh domini- 
ons in favour of the houſe of Au- 


firia, and an engagement that 


the tame perſon ſhould never be 


king of France and Stain, were 
not now thought ſufficient, | 
I It was inſiſted that the will, 
in favour of Philip was contrary 
to treaty; and there was a parli- 
amentary declaration for continu- 
ing the war, till he ſhould be de- 


throned. 


would 
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would ſee them come home naked, without ſhoes, 
ſtockings, and linen. As for old Lewis Baboon, he 
was reduced to his laſt ſhift, though he had as many 


as any other : his children were reduced from rich ſilks 


to Doily ſtuffs, his ſervants in rags, and bare-footed ; 


inſtead of good victuals, they now lived upon neck- 


beef, and bullock's liver : in ſhort, no-body got much 
by the matter, but the men of law. 


C H A P. VII. 


= Hero John Bull was fo mightily pleaſed with his fucceſs, 


that he was going to lea de ＋ his trade, and turn laws 
yer . | : 


I T is wiſely obſerved by a great philoſopher, that 


habit is a ſecond nature; this was verified in the 
caſe of John Bull, who, from an honeſt and plain 


tradeſman, had got ſuch a haunt about the courts of 
juſtice, and ſuch a jargon of law-words, that he con- 
cluded himſelf as able a lawyer as any that pleaded at 


the bar, or ſat on the bench: He was overheard one 


day talking to himſelf after this manner: How ca- 
e priciouſiy does fate or chance diſpoſe of mankind ? 
4 How ſeldom is that buſineſs allotted to a man, for 

* which he is fitted by nature ? It is plain, T was in- 
<< tended tor a man of law: how did my g guardians 
4e miſtake my genius in placing me, like a mean ſlave, 


« behind a counter? Bleſs mel what immenſe eſtates 
ce theſe feliows raiſe by the law? Beſides, it is the pro - 


40 feilen of a gentleman. What a a pleaſure is it to be 


+ The manners and ſentiments of the nation became extray agant 


and chimerical. 


60 victorious 
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« victorious in a cauſe ? to ſwagger at the bar? What 
ce a fool am I to drudge any more in this woollen trade? 


&« for a lawyer I was born, and a lawyer J will be; one 

“ js never to old too learn.“ All this while John had 
conned over ſuch a catalogue of hard words, as were 
enough to conjure up the devil; theſe he uſed to 
babble indifferently in all companies, eſpecially at 
coffee-houſes; ſo that his neighbour tradeſmen be- 
gan to ſhun his company as a man that was cracked. 
Inſtead of the affairs at Blackwell-hall, and price of 
| broad-cloath, wool, and bayſes, he talks of nothing 


but actions upon the caſe, returns, capias, alias capias, 
demurrers, venire facias, replevins, ſuperſedeas's, cer- 


tiorari's, writs of error, actions of trover and conver- 


fron, treſpaſſes, precipe's and dedimus. This was mat- 


ter of jeſt to the learned in law; however, Hocus, 
and the reſt of the tribe, encouraged John in his fan- 
cy, aſſuring him, that he had a great genius for law; 
that they queſtion'd not, but in time he might raiſs _ 
money enough by it to reimburſe him all his Charges; 
that if he ſtudied, he would undoubtedly arrive to the 
dignity of a lord chief juſtice : as tor the advice of 
honeſt friends and neighbours, John deſpiſed it; he look- 
cd upon them as fellows of a low genius, poor grovel- 
ing mechanicks ; John reckoned it more honour to 
have got one favourable verdict, than to have fold a 
| bale of broad-cloth. As for Nic. Frog, to ſay the truth, 
he was more prudent ; for though he followed his la w- 
ſuit clofely, he neglected not his ordinary buſineſs, but 
was both in court and in bis ſhop at the proper hours. 


#7 Hola the bo lance of power, 


CH AP. | 


12 THE HISTORY OF 
CHAP. VIII. 


How John di ;ſcovered, that Hocus had an intrigue with 
7" 20 wife ; and what followed thereupon. 


r OH N had not run on a madding ſo long, had 
it not been for an extravagant bitch of a wife, 
whom Hocus perceiving John to be fond of, was re- 
ſolved to win over to his ſide. It is a true ſaying, 
that the laſt man of the pariſh, that knows of his cuckol- 
dam, is himſelf. It was obſerved by all the neigh- 
bourhood, that Hocus had dealings with John's wife ||, 
that were not ſo much for his honour ; but this was 
perceived by John a little too late: ſhe was a Juxuri- 
ous jade, loved ſplendid equipages, plays, treats and 
balls, differing very much from the ſober manners of 
her anceſtors, and by no means fit for a tradeſman's 
wife. Hocus fed her extravagancy (what was ſtill 
more ſhameful) with John's own money. Every bo- 
dy ſaid, that Hocus had a month's mind to her body; 
be that as it will, it is matter of fact, that upon all 
occaſions ſhe run out extravagantly on the praiſe of 


Hlocus. When John ufed to be finding fault with his 
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bills, ſhe uſed to reproach him as ungrateful to his 
greateſt benefactor; one that had taken ſo much pains 
in his Jaw-ſuit, and retrieved his family from the op- 
preſſion of old Lewis Baboon, A good ſwinging ſum 
of John's readieſt caſh went towards building of Hocus's 
 eountry-houſe d. This affair between Hocus and Mrs. 
: Ba was now ſo open, that all the world were ſcan- 

dalrzed 


And it was believed, that & who ſettled upon him the ma- 
the general tampered w irh the nor of Wagdfso:k, and afterwards 
namen | entailed that, with 5 000 J. per 

5 | | 3 


JOHN BULL, 8 14 


dalized at it: John was not ſo clod-pated, but at laſt 
he took the hint. 


*The parſon of the pariſh preach- 
ing one day with more zeal than ſenſe againſt adul- 


*tery +, Mrs. Bull told her huſband, that he was a very | 
uncivil fellow to uſe ſuch coarſe language before peo- 


ple of condition; that Hocus was of the ſame mind; 
and that they would join to have him turned out of his 
living for uſing perſonal reflections. How do you 
mean, ſays John, by perſonal reflections ? I hope 
in God, wife, he did not reflect upon you? “ No, 

thank God, my reputation is too well eſtabliſhed 


in the world to receive any hurt from ſuch a foul- 
 & mouthed ſcoundrel as he; his doctrine tends only 


ce to make huſbands tyrants, and wives ſlaves ; muſt 
„e be ſhut up, and huſbands left to their liberty? 
« Very pretty indeed! a wife muſt never go abroad 
<« with a Platonick to ſee a play or a ball; ſhe muſt 
c never ſtir without her huſband ; nor walk | in Spring- 
garden with a couſin. I do ſay, huſband, and I will 


* ftand by it, that without the innocent freedoms of 


life, matrimony would be a moſt intolerable ſtate ; 


and that a wife's virtue ought to be the reſult of her 
* own reaſon, and not of her huſband's government; 


| (Cc for my part, I would ſcorn a huſband that would be 


s jealous, if he ſaw a fellow a-bed with me .“ All 


annum, payable out of the Poſt- 
office, to deſcend with his ho- 
nours; over and above this an 
immenſe ſum was exyenced in 
building Blenbeim-Honſe. 
mis time (Nov. 6, 1709.) 
Dr. Henry Sacheverel preach- 
ed a ſermon againſt popular re- 
fiſtance of regal authority. 

1 The bouſe of commons vo- 


About 


| great REID in 25 nation. 


ted this ſermon a libel on her ma- 
jeſty and her government, thè re- 
volution, the proteſtant ſucceſ- 
ſion, and the parliament; they 
impeached him of high crimes 
and miſdeameanours; he was ſi- 


. lenced for three years, and the 
ſermon burnt by the hangman. 


1 Theſe proceedings cauſed a 
this 
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14 T HE HISTORY or 
this while Jon's blood boiled in his veins; he was 


nov confirmed in all his ſuſpicions ; jade, bitch, and 
whore were the beſt words, that John gave her *. 
Things went from better to worſe, till Mrs Bull aimed 

' 2 + knife at 7ohn, though John threw a bottle I at her 

head very brutally indeed || : and after this, there was 

nothing but confuſion : bottles, glaſſes, ſpoons, plates, 


knives, forks, and diſhes flew about like duſt ; the re- 
ſult of which was, that & Mrs. Bull received a bruiſe in 


her right ſide, of which ſhe died half a year after. The 
bruiſe impoſthumated, and afterwards turned to a ſtink- 
ing ulcer, which made every body ſhy to come near 


her; yet ſhe wanted not the help of many able phyſi- 


cians, who attended very diligently, and did what men 
of ſkill could do: but all to no purpoſe, for her condi- 


tion was now quite deſperate, all regular phyſicians, 


and her neareſt relations, having Yo her over. 


CHAP. IX. 


He fame guacks rendertook fo cure Mir. Bull f 
her ulcer „„ 


HERE! is nothing ſo impoſtible i in i nature, 8 9 


movntebanks will undertake ; nothing ſo in- 
credible, but tiber will affirm : | Mrs. Bulls conditi- 


on 


The houſ: 1 of 


_ being afpcrſed and wilifed 5 op- 
probrious terms were uſed by both 
parties, ard one had recourſe to 


+ military ponver, becauſe it was 


aſſaulted by the other with 


1 tumult and riot. 
The confuſion every day! in- 
ereaſed: the whig or low church 


party in the houſe of commoas 
began to decline; after much 


contention and debate 


§ the parliament was WAP 


rogued, 


** and notwithſtanding many 


attempts to prolong it, particu- 


_ larly tome difficulties {ſtarted 7 | 


the Lord 
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. JOHN BULL. 15 
on was looked upon as deſperate by all the men of 
art; but there were thoſe, that bragged they had an 


infallible ointment and plaiſter, which being applied 


to the ſore, would cure it in a tew days; at the ſame 


time they would give her a pill, that would purge off 


all her bad humours, ſweeten her blood, and rectify 
her diſturbed imagination. In ſpite of all applica- 


tions, the patient grew worſe every day; ſhe ſtunk 
fo, no- body durſt come within a ſtone's throw of her, 
except thoſe quacks who attended her cloſe, and ap- 
prehended no danger. If one aſked them, how Mrs, 
Bull did? Better and better, ſaid they; the parts 
heal, and her conſtitution mends; if ſhe ſubmits to 
our government, ſhe will be abroad in a little time. 
Nay, it is reported, that they wrote to her friends in 


the country, that ſhe ſhould dance a jigg next Oo- 


ber in Weſtminſter- Hall, and that her illneſs had been 


chiefly owing to bad phyſicians, At laſt *, one of 


them was ſent for in great haſte, his patient grew 
worſe and worſe : when he came, he affirmed that it 
was a groſs miſtake, and that the was never in a fair- 


er way : bring hither the ſalve, ſays he, and give 


1 a a plentiful draught of my cordial. As he was ap- 


plying his ointments, and adminiſtring the cordial, 
the patient gave up the ghoſ}, to the great confuſion 

of the quack, and the great joy of Pull and his 
friends, The quack flung away out of the houſe in 
great diſorder, and ſwore there was foul play, for he 


was ſure his . were infallible. Mrs. Buli 2 


* chancellor, i it \ was ; diſſolred on the 21 Sept, 17 10. 
haying 


o —— ” 
— png — 
* — — 


— 42 — 


— 


— * jo — 
* — DS — 
4 er td *. — 
— 1 * > 
% 5 


— 


— 


j 


——— 


— 


— — 


— 
— — — . a, 


o 

1 

1 
7 = 
. 

& 7 
1+ - 
* 2% 

: I 1 
3181 

1 
& 6 
LY > 
3 
'Y; 
Sf w 
. 
v * 
T's * 

' 

1 
144 
71 
. +4 
13 - 

. 
1 
a; 

pe 
4 * : 
= "Fi 
1. 
4 
144 1 
214 
114 
1 
1 
2 4 
1 
+: 
: k 
$35: 4 
1 5 
£ 2 
#4 57 
* 
4 : 
PILD 
61 1 
4 14 
4+ 
.: 
1 
ml} - 
193515 
#7: 2 
$73 
; ? 
T0: 
GEE 
IF 
F*3 
1 
+) / 

1 

11 
PIETY 
1 
1 L 
1 
11 
1112. 
3 
nn 
1 

11 
£ F823] 
. TS] 

; 
KF y 
Ine 
IIe 

* 1.4 
11 
©: *4 

l i 
IS 
4 Bk 
1H 17 
1 
5 1 
1 
ein 
1 

1.7% 

| bo + 
n 

t a ” 

+, 
* * 
1 

: 14 
q 14 
4 * 

1 +1 
1 
n 

1 
5 * 
BILL 


. — — 
- S 
> - — 
2 — 3 
3 —— 
= — —— — — 


1 THE HISTORY OF 


having died without any ſigns of repentance or devo- 
tion, the clergy would hardly allow her a chriſtian 
burial. The relations had once reſolved to ſue John 
for the murder, but conſidering better of it, and 
that ſuch a trial would rip up old ſores, and diſco- 
ver things not ſo much to the reputation of the de- 


ceaſed, they dropt their deſign. She left no will, 


only there was found in her ſtrong box the following 
words wrote on a Scrip of paper, My curſe on John 
Bull, and all my poſterity, iF ever they come to any com- 


poſition with the Lord Strutt. 


pghe left him three daughters, whoſe ® names were 
Palenia e and «ends 


CHAP. X. 


Of John Bull's hand wife, and the + ng advice that 


ſhe gave him. 


on N quickly got the better of his lat and 


ſeeing that neither his conſtitution, or the affairs 


of his family could permit him to live in an _ 
ried ſtate, he reſolved to get him another wiſe : ; 
couſin of his laſt wiſe's was propoſed, but Yom 
would have no more of the breed : in ſhort, he wed- 


ded a ſober country gentlewoman, of a good family, 


and a plentiful fortune, the reverſe of the other in 


her temper ; not but that ſhe loved money, for ſhe 


was ſaving, and applied her fortune to pay John's cla- 

morous debts, that the unfrugal methods of his laſt 

wife, and this ruinous law-ſuit, had brought him into. 
One day, as ſhe had got her buſband i in a goed hu- 


* War, faction, and uſury, 


— The new parliament, which was averſe to the war, cad - 


mour, 
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JOHN BULL: 1 


mour; ſhe talked to him after the following manner: 


+ * My dear, ſince I have been your wife, I have ob- 
« ſerved great abuſes and diſorders in your family; 
« your ſervants are mutinous and quarrelſome, and 


cheat you moſt abominably ; your cook-maid is in 
« a combination with your butcher, poulterer, and 
„ fiſhmonger : your butler purloins your liquor, and 


< the brewer ſells you hogwaſh ; your baker cheats 


both in weight and in tale; ; even your milk- woman 


ce and your nurſery-maid have a fellow- feeling; your 


taylor, inſtead of fhreads, cabbages whole yards of 


« cloth; beſides, leaving ſuch long ſcores, and not go- 


ing to market with ready money, forces us to take 


ce bad ware of the tradeſmen at their own price. You 
te have not poſted your books theſe ten years; how is 


I Cc it poſſible for a man of buſineſs to keep his affairs 


e even in the world at this rate? Pray God this Hocus 


„ be honeſt: would to God you would look over his 
© bills, and ſee how matters ſtand between Frog and 
you þ ; prodigious ſums are ſpent in this law-ſuit, and 

„ more muſt be borrowed of ſcriveners and uſurers at 
© heavy intereſt. Beſides, my dear, let me beg of you 
c to lay aſide that wild project of leaving your buſineſs 
cc to turn lawyer, for which, let me tell you, nature 


never deſigned you. Believe me, theſe rogues do 
e but flatter, that they may pick your pocket; obſerve 


e what a parcel of hungry ragged fellows live by your 


e cauſe; to be ſure they will never make an end on it; 
5 I foreſee this haunt, you have got about the n | 


Þ+ a repreſentation af the miſ- aol oats; the navy and ermy; ; 


management in the ſeveral offices, and of the ſums that had been 
1 thoſe for — — en the war, 
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8 Ik RISTORY OF -- 

e will one day or other bring your family to beggary. 
c Confider, my dear, how indecent it is to abandon 
your ſhop, and follow pettifoggers ; the habit is fo 


„ ftrong upon you, that there is hardly aplea between 


ce twacountry eſquires about a barren acre upon a com- 


mon, but you draw yourſelf in as bail, ſurety or ſolli- 
“ citor |,” John heard her all this while with patience, 
till ſhe pricked his maggot, and touched him in the 


tender point; then he broke out into a violent paſſion, 
„What I not fit for a lawyer ! let me tell you, my 


„ clodpated relations ſpoiled the greateſt genius in the 
© world, when they bred me a mechanick. Lord 
« Sirutt, and his old rogue of a grandſire, have found 


et to their coſt, that I can manage a law-ſuit as well as 
ce another.” „ don't deny what you fay, reply'd 


« Mrs. Bull, nor do 1 call in queſtion your parts; 
cc but, I fay, it does not ſuit with your circum- 
«& ſtances : you and your predeceſſors have lived in 
© good reputation among your neighbours by this fame 
c cloathing-trade, and it were madneſs to leave it off. 


« Beſides, there are few that know all the tricks and 


© cheats of theſe lawyers ; does not your own expe- 
s rience teach you, how they have drawn you on from 
one term to another, and how you have danced the 
round of all the courts, ſtill flattering you with a final 
« jſſue, and, for aught I can ſee, your cauſe is not a bit 
„ clearer than it was ſeven years ago.” „I will be 
4 damn'd, ſays John, if J accept of any compoſition 
from Strutt or his grandfather ; I'll rather wheel 
& about the ſtreets an engine to grind knives and ſciſ- 


ich was however fill a favourite with the people, 
TRE « ſars; 
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| JOHN BULL, 19 


4 ſars; however, I'Il take your advice, and look over 


« my accompts.“ 
CHAP: Xt 
Hou John looked over his attorneys bill, 
HEN John firſt brought out the bills, the ſur- 
prize of all the family was unexpreſſible at the 
prodigious dimenſions of them; they would have mea- 
ſured with the beſt bale of cloth in John's ſhop. Fees 
to judges, puny judges, clerks, prothonotaries, phili- 


Tiers, chirographers, under-clerks, proclamators, coun- 


cil, witneſſes, jury men, marſhals, tipſtaffs, cryers, por- 


ters; for enrollings, exemplifications, bails, vouchers, 
returns, caveats, examinations, filings of writs, en- 
tries, declarations, replications, recordats, noli pro- 


ſegui's, certiorari's, mittimus's, demurrers, ſpecial ver- 
dicts, informations, ſcire 7acias, ſuperſedeas, habeas cor 


pus, coach-hire, treating of witneſſes, &c. Verily, 


<« ſays Fobn, there are a prodigious number of learned 
ce words in this law; what a pretty ſcience it is!” 


c Ay! but huſband, you have paid for every ſyllable 


ce and letter of theſe fine words; bleſs me, what im- 
© menſe ſums are at the bottom of the accompt!ꝰ 


John ſpent ſeveral weeks in looking over his bills, and 
by comparing and ſtating his accompts he diſcovered, 


that, beſides the extravagance of every article, he had 


been egregiouſly cheated ; that he had paid for council 


that were never fee'd, for writs that were never drawn, 


for dinners that were never dreſſed, and journeys that 


were never made : In ſhort, that the tradeſmen, laws 


pyers, and Frog, had agreed to throw the burden of the 


law-ſuit upon his ſhoulders. 3 
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„ CHAP, XL | 

Ho John grew angry, and reſolved to accept a compe- 

f ſction *; and what methods were practiſed by the law- 
ers. for keeping him from it. 


W ELL might the learned Daniel Burgeſs ſay, 
that a law-ſut is a ſuit for life. He that ſows 
his grain upon marble, will have many a hungry belly 
before harveſt. This 7ohn felt by woeful experience. 

Zobn's cauſe was a good milch cow, and many a man 
ſubſiſted his family out of it. However John began 
to think it high time to look about him. He had a 
couſin in the country, one Sir + Roger Bold, whoſe 
predeceſſors had been bred up to the law, and knew as 
much of it as any body; but having left off the profeſſion 
for ſome time, they took great pleaſure in compounding 
Jaw-ſuits among their neighbours, for which they were 
the averſion of the gentlemen of the long robe, and at 
_ perpetual war with all the country attorneys. John 
put his cauſe in Sir Roger's hands, deſiring him to make 
the beſt of it: the news had no ſooner reached the ears 
of the lawyers, but they were all in an uproar. They 
Frought all the reſt of the tradeſmen upon ohn | 
. Squire South ſwore he was betrayed, that he would 
re before he compounded ; Frog ſaid he was highly 
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| | wronged ; even lying Ned the chimney-ſweeper, and 
[ Tom the duſtman complained, that their intereſt was ſa- 
| * when at length peace was ſurer in the ſtead of the Lord Ca- 7 
'1 thought to beeligible upon more dolphin, and there was now not |» 
% moderate terms, a treaty was en- only a new parliament, but a new © 
| ls tered into by | miniſtry, 1 
1 I Robert Harley, afterward Earl I the meaſure was oppoſed by |: 
i * * N was made trea- the allies and che general : 4 
| 14 crificed, |! 
1 1 
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| JOHN BULL. 


21 


erificed. The lawyers, ſollicitors, Hocus, and his clerks, 
were all up in arms, at the news of the compoſition ||; 


they abuſed him and his wife moſt ſhamefully, *© You 
„ filly, aukward, ill bred, country-ſow, (quoth one) 


have you no more manners than to rail at Hocus, that 
<« ſaved that clod-pated numſkull'd ninny-hammer of 


yours from ruin, and all his family? It is well 


* known, how he has roſe early and ſat up late to make 
© him eaſy, when he was ſotting at every alehouſe in 
„town. I knew his laſt wife; ſhe was a woman of 


© breeding, good humour, and complaiſance ; knew -. 
„ how to live in the world: 


as for you, you look like 
* a puppet moved by clock-work ; your cloaths 


6 ee upon you as they were upon tenter-hooks, and 


en come into a room as you were going to ſteal away 
* 2 piſs- pot: get you gone into the country to look 
© after your mother's poultry, to milk the cows, churn 


| © the butter, and dreſs up noſegays for a holy-day, and 
not meddle with matters which you know no more 
of, than the ſign-poſt before your door: it is well 
_ *& known, that Hocus had an eſtabliſhed reputation; 
he never ſwore an oath, nor told a lye in all his life; 


ce he is grateful to his dene er faithful to bis friends, 
e ſjberal to his dependants, and dutiful to his ſuperiors ; 
< he values not your money more than the duſt under 
& his feet, but he hates to be abuſed. Once for all, 
& Mrs. Mynx, leave off talking of Hocus, or I will pull 


out thoſe ſaucer eyes of yours, and make that redſtreak 


* nn face look as raw as an — upon a 
I the bouſe of commons was cenſured as tony 8 of buſi- 


C3 -«« butcher's 
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ce butcher's {tall : remember, I ſay, that there are pil- 


& Jories and ducking-ftools.” With this away they 


flung, leaving Mrs. Bull no time ro reply. No ſtone. 
was left unturned to fright John from his compoſition: 


$ ſometimes they ſpread reports at coffee-houſes, that 
John and his wife were run mad ; that they intended 
to give up houſe, and make over all their eſtate to 


Lewis Baboon; that John had been often heard talk- 


ing to himſelf, and ſeen in the ftreets without ſhoes or 


ſtockings ; that he did nothing from morning till night 
but be at his ſervants, after having been the beſt maſter 
alive: as for his wife, ſhe was a mere natural. Some- 
times Fobr's houſe was beſet with a whole regiment of 
attorney's clerks, bailiffs, and bailiffs-followers, and 
other ſmall retainers of the law, who threw ſtones at 


bis windows, and dirt at himſelf, as he went along the 
ſtreet. When Jobn complained of want of ready money 


to carry on his ſuit, they adviſed him to pawn his plate 
and jewels, and that Mrs Bull ſhould ſell her linen and 


wearing-cloaths. 
C H A P. XIII. 


| Ars. Bull's vindication of the indiſ penſable duty of cuck- 


oldom, incumbent upon wives in caſe of the tyranny, 


infidelity, or inſufficiency of huſbands : being afull anſwer | 


to the doctor's ſermam againſt adultery X. 


IOHN found daily freſh proofs of the infidelity and b 
bad deſigns of his deceaſed wife; amongſt other 
n one day looking over his cabinet, he found the p 


following paper: 


— + FA 


S and it was ſaid, that the nation % The tories 3 of 
would at laſt be facriſiced to the the ſpeeches a at Sack eure 8 trial. 
ambition Fer. | 
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Jo BULL: 22 


1 T is evident that matrimony is founded upon an ori- 
ginal contract, whereby the wife makes over the 


right ſhe has by the law of nature to the concrbizus vagus, = 


in favour of the huſband ; by which he acquires the 


Property of all her oalterity; But then the obligation 


is mutual : and where the contract is broken on one 
ſide, it ceaſes to bind on the other. Where there is a 
right, there muſt be a power to maintain it, and to pu- 


niſh the offending party. This power I affirm to be that 


original right, or - rather that indiſpenſable duty of cuc- 


| koldom: lodged in all wives in the caſes above-men- 
' tioned. No wife is bound by any law, to which her- 
ſelf has not conſented : all œconomical government is 


lodged originally i in the buſband and wife, the execu- 


tive part being in the huſband ; both have their pri- 


vileges ſecured to them by law and reaſon : but will 


any man infer from the huſband's being inveſted with 


the executive power, that the wife is deprived of her 
ſhare, and that which is the principal branch of it, the 
original right of cuckoldom ? And that ſhe has no re- 
medy leſt, but preces et lachrymæ, or an appeal to a ſu- 


preme court of judicature ? No leſs frivolous are the 
arguments, thataredrawn from the general appellations 
and terms of huſband and wife. A huſband denotes _ 
ſeveral different ſorts of magiſtracy, according to the 
uſages and cuſtoms of different climates and countries, 
In ſome eaſtern nations it ſignifies a tyrant, with the 


abſolute power of life and death: in Turkey it denotes 


an arbitrary governor, with power of perpetual im- 
priſonment: in Itac-h it gives the huſband the power of 
poiſon and padlocks: in the countries of England, 
 Prance, and Holland, it has a quite different meaning, 
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could impair it. 
To aſſert the illegality of es upon any pre- 
_ tence whatſoever, were to caſt odious colours upon the 
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implying a free and equal government, ſecuring to the 
wife in certain caſes the liberty of cuckoldom, and the 


property of pin-money, and ſeparate maintenance. So 
that the arguments drawn from the terms of huſband 
and wife are fallacious, and by no means fit to ſupport 
a tyrannical doctrine, as that of abſolute unlimited cha- 


ſtity, and conjugal fidelity. 


The general exhortations to chaſtity in wives are 


meant only for rules in ordinary caſes, but they natu- 


rally ſuppoſe three conditions of ability, juſtice, and 
fidelity in the huſband : ſuch an unlimited, uncondi- 
tioned fidelity in the wife could never be ſuppoſed by 
| reafonable men; it ſeems a reflection upon the ch—ch, 


to charge her with doctrines that countenance op- 
preſſion. 0 
This doctrine of the land right of euckoldom i is 


 congruous to the law of nature, which i is ſuperior toall 


human laws, and for that I dare appeal to all wives : it 


is much to the honour of our Engh/þ wives, that they 
| have never given up that fundamental point; and that 
though in former ages they were muffled up in darkneſs 


and ſuperſtition, yet that notion ſeemed engraven on 
their minds, and the impreſſion ſo firong, 


married ſtate, to blacken the neceſſary means of per- 
petuating families : ſuch laws can never be ſuppoſed to 


| have been deſigned to defeat the very end of matri- : 


mony, the propagation of mankind. I call them ne- 


ceſſary means; for in many caſes what other means 
are left ? Such a doctrine wounds the honour of unte . 
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lies 3 unſettles the titles to kingdoms, honours, and eſ- 


tates; for if the actions from which ſuch ſettlements 


ſpring were illegal, all that is built upon them muſt 


be ſo too: but the laſt is abſurd, therefore the firſt muſt 


be ſo like wiſe. What is the cauſe that Europe groans 
at preſent under the heavy load of a cruel and expenſive 


war, but the tyrannical cuſtom of a certain nation, and 
in not exer- 
ciſing this indiſpenſable duty of cuckoldom, whereby 
the kingdom might have had an heir, and a controverted 
ſucceſſion might have been avoided ? Theſe are the 
effects of the narrow maxims of your 5 That one 


' auft not do evil, that good may come of it. 


The aſſertor of this indefeaſible right, and j jus divi- 
num of matrimonp, do all in cheir hearts favour gallants, 
and the pretenders to married women; for if the true 
legal foundation of the married ſtate be once ſapped, 


and inſtead thereof tyrannical maxims introduced, 


what muſt follow but elopements inſtead of ſecret and 
peaceable cuckoldom ? 


From all that has been ſaid, one may clearly perceive 


the abſurdity of the doctrine of this ſeditious, diſcon- 
tented, hot-headed, ungifted, unedifying preacher aſ- 


ſerting, That the grand ſecurity of the matrimonial jlate, 
and the pillar upon which it ſtands, is founded upon the 
wife's belief of an abſolute unconditional fidelity to the 
huſband's bed : by which bold affertion he ſtrikes at the 


root, digs the foundation, and removes the baſis, upon 


which the bappineſs of a married ſtate is built. As for 
his perſonal reflections, I would gladly know who are 


T The Queen of Ch, 11, of N upon whoſe death without iſſue 


the war broke out, 


thoſe. 
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26 THE HISTORY OF 
thoſe wanton ꝛbives he ſpeaks of? who are thoſe ladies 


of high ſtations, that he ſo boldly traduces in his ſermon ? 
It is pretty plain, who theſe aſperſions are aimed at, 


for which he deſerves the pillory or ſomething worle. 


In confirmation of this doctrine of the indiſpenſable 
duty of cuckoldom, I could bring the example of the 


wiſeſt wives in all ages, who by theſe means have pre- 
ſerved their huſband's families from ruin and oblivion 
by want of poſterity : but what has been ſaid, is a ſuf- 


ficient groune for puniſhing this prag gmatical parſon. 


CHAP. XIV. 


The two great parties of wives, the * Devoto's and the 


Hitts. 


HE doctrine of unlimited chaſtity and fdelity i in 
wives was univerſally eſpouſed by all huſbands ; 
who went about the country, and made the wives ſign 


papers, ſignifying their utter deteſtation and abhor- 


rence of Mrs. Bull's wicked doctrine of the indiſpen- 
ſable duty of cuckoldom. Some yielded, others refuſed 
to part with their native liberty; ; which gave riſe to 
two great parties amongſt the wives, the Devoto's and 
the Hitts, Though ic mut be owned, the diſtinction 


was more nominal than real; for the Deveto's would 


abuſe freedoms ſometimes ; and thoſe who were dif- 
tinguiſhed by the name of Hitts, were often very ho- 
neſt. At the ſame time there came out an ingenious | 
_ treatiſe with the title of good advice to huſbands ; in which 
they are counſelled not to truſt too much to their wives 
owning the doctrine of unlimited conjugal fidelity, and 


* Thoſe who were for and againſt the doctrine of non-reſillance. 
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fo to neglect family duty, and a due watchfulneſs over 
the manners of their wives; that the greateſt ſecurity 
to huſbands was a vigorous conſtitution, good uſage of 
their wives, and keeping them from temptation ; many 
huſbands having been ſufferers by their truſting too 


much to general profeſſions, as was exemplihed in the 
caſe of a fooliſh and negligent huſband, who, truſting 


to the efficacy of this principle, was undone by his 
wife's elopement from him. 


f OY CHAP. XV. 


Ma account of the conference 8 Mrs. Bull and Don 


Diego. 


HE Jawyers, as their laſt effort to put off the 

- . compoſition, ſent * Don Diego to John. Don 

Diego was a very worthy gentleman, a friend to John, 

his mother, and preſent wife ; and therefore ſuppoſed 

to have ſome influence over her: he had been ill uſed 

himſelf by John's lawyers, but, becauſe of ſome + 4 
moſity to fir Roger, was againſt the compoſition + 


the conference between him and Mrs. Bull Was word 2 1 
for word as follows. 


Don Diego. Is it poſſible, couſin Bull, that you can 
ſorget the honourable maxims of the family you are 


4 come of, and break your word with three of the ho- 


ö * Amongſt other obſtacles to 
the treaty was the oppoſition of 
the earl of Nottingham, a tory no- 


'* bleman, who had great influenee 
in the houſe of commons. | 


+ The cauſe of his animoſity, 
from which this conduct is ſup- 


poſed to proceed, was Mr. Harley's 


ſent / * 


being choſen to ſucceed him as 


principal ſecretary of ſtate, when 
he was removed from tliat office in 
the year 1794. | 

} He expoſtulated againſt the 
peace with great warmth in the 
houſe, os the qucen was pre- 
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28 THE HISTORY OF 
neſteſt beſt-meaning perſons in the world,eſquire South, 
Frog, and Hocus, that have ſacrificed their intereſts to 


yours? It is baſe to take advantage of their ſimplicity 


and credulity, and leave them in the lurch at laſt. 
Mrs. Bull. I am ſure they have left my family in 


a bad condition, we have hardly money to go to mar- 


ket ; and no-body will take our words for fixpence. A 
very fine ſpark this eſquire South / My huſband took 


him in, a dirty, ſnotty-noſed boy; it was the buſineſs | 


of half the ſervants to attend him, || the rogue did bawl 
and make ſuch a notſe : ſometimes he fell in the fire 
and burnt his face, ſometimes broke his ſhins clamber- 


ing over the benches, often piſſed a-bed, and always 
came in ſo dirty, as if he had been dragged through 
the kennel at a boarding- ſchool. He loſt his money 


at chuck-farthing, ſhuMe-cap, and all fours ; fold his 
books, pawned his linen, which we were always forced 


to redeem. Then the whole generation of him are ſo 


in tove with bagpipes and puppet-ſhows ! I wiſh you 
knew what my huſband has paid at the paſtry-cook's 
and confectioner's for Naples biſcuit, tarts, cuſtards, and 


| ſweet-meats. All this while my huſband conſidered 
bim as a gentleman of a good family that had fallen 
into decay, gave him good education, and has ſettled 


him in a good creditable way of living, having procured 


him, by his intereſt, one of the beſt places of the coun- 
try; and what return, think you, does this fine gen- 
tleman make us? He will hardly give me or my huſ- 


band a good word, or a Civil expreſſion: $ indead of 


Something et to the 8 Something relathrg to forma 
manners ot a great prince, ſuper- and titles. 
ſtition, love of operae, ſhows, Cc. | 
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fir and madam ( which, tho' I ſay it, is our due) he calls 


us goody and gaf/er ſuch-a-one : ſays, he did us a great 
deal of honour to board with us ; huffs and dings at 
ſuch a rate, becauſe we will not ſpend the little we 


have left to get him the title and eſtate of lord Strutt; 
and then, forſooth, we ſhall have the honour to be 
his woollen-drapers. Beſides, eſquire South will be 
eſſquire South ſtill; fickle, proud, and ungrateful. If 
be behaves himſelf ſo, when he depends on us for his 

daily bread, can any man ſay, what be wall do when ; 

be is got above the world? 


D. Diego. And would you loſe the honour of ſo 
noble and generous an undertaking ? Would you ra- 
ther accept the ſcandalous compolition, and truſt that 
old rogue, Lewis Baboon ® © 


Mrs. Bull, Look you, friend Diego, if we law it 


von, till Leris turns honeſt, J am afraid our credit 


will run low at Blackwell-hall, I wiſh every man had 


| his own; but I ſtill ſay, that lord Strutt's money 
| ſhines as bright and chinks as well as eſquire South's, 


I don't know any other hold, that we tradefmen have 


of theſe great folks, but their intereſt ; buy dear and 

ſell cheap, and Til warrant ye you will keep your 
'} cuſtomer. The worſt is, that lord Strutt's ſervants 
haue got ſuch a haunt about that old rogue's ſhop, that 
itt will coſt us many a firkin of ſtrong beer to bring 
them back again; and the longer they are in a bad 


road, the harder it will be to get them out of it. 
D. Diego. But poor Frog, what has he done | On 


4 my conſcience, if there be an honeſt, ſincere man 


in the world. it is that Frog. 
- Mrs. 
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Mrs. Bull. I think, I need not tell you how much 
Frog has been obliged to our + family from his child- 
hood; he carries his head high now, but he had 
never been the man he 1s, without our help. Ever ſince 


the commencement of this law-ſuit it has been the 


buſineſs of Hocus, in ſharing our expences, to plead for 
Frog. Poor Frog (lays he) is in hard circumſtan- 
ce ces, he has a numerous family, and hves from hand 
© to mouth; his children don't eat a bit of good vic- 
© tuals from one year's end to the other, but live upon 
< ſalt herring, ſowre crud, and borecole ; he does his 
< utmoſt, poor fellow, to keep things even in the 
world, and has exerted himſelf beyond his ability 
ce in this law-ſuit ; but he really has not wherewithal 


ce to goon. What ſignifies this hundred pounds! ? 


© place it upon your {ide of the account; ; it is a great 
© deal to poor Frog, and a trifle to you.” This has 
been Hocus's conſtant language, and I am ſure he has 


had obligations enough to us to have acted "meer 


part. 


D. Diego. No doubt Hirws meant all this for the 
beſt, but he is a tender-hearted, charitable man; 
Frog 1s indeed in hard circumſtances. 


Mrs. Bull. Hard circumſtances ! I ſwear this is 


provoking to the laſt degree T. All the time of the 


law-ſuit, as faſt as I n mortgaged, Frog has pur- 


chaſed: from a plain tradeſman with a ſhop, ware- 
houſe, and a country butt with a dirty fiſh-pond at 


+ On the other ſide complaine- Dutch i in Flanders: ; during theſe 
was made of the unequal burden debates the houſe took in conti- 
of the war. deration 


tand of the acquiſitions of the 
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the end of it, he is now grown a very rich country 
gentleman, with a noble landed eſtate, noble pala- 


ces, manors, parks, gardens, and farms, finer than 
any we were ever maſter of, Is it not ſtrange, when 


my huſband diſburſed great ſums every term, Frog 


ſhould be purchaſing ſome new farm or manor ? 80 
that if this law-ſuit laſts, he will be far the richeſt 
man in his country. What is worſe than all this, 
he ſteals away my cuſtomers every day : twelve of 
the richeſt and the beſt have left my ſhop by his per- 
ſuaſion, and whom, to my certain knowledge, he has 
under bonds never to return again : Fog you if this 
be neighbourly dealing. 


D. Diego. Frog is indeed pretty cloſe in his deal- 
ings, but very honeſt: you are ſo touchy, and take 
things ſo hotly, I am ſure there muſt be ſome miſtake 
in this. 

Mrs. Bull. A one 1 + Vou know; 


and have often told me of it, how Hecus and thoſe 


rogues kept my huſband Jehn Bull drunk for five 
years together with punch and ſtrong waters: I am 
fure he never went one night ſober to bed, till they 
got him to ſign the ſtrangeſt deed, that ever you ſaw 
in your life. The methods they took to manage him 
PI! tell you another time; at preſent III read only the 
writing. 


ARTICLES 
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ARTICLES f AGREEMENT 


lun J O HN BULL, Clothier,. 


and NICHOLAS FROG, 


Linen-draper *. 


I. HAT. for maintaining the ancient good cor- 


reſpondence and friendſhip between the aid parties, 


I Nicholas Frog do ſolemnly engage and promiſe to 
keep peace in John Bull's family ; ; that neither his 
wife, children, nor ſervants give him any trouble, diſ- 
turbance, or moleſtation whatſoever, but to oblige 
them all to do their duty quietly in their reſpective ſta- 
tions: and whereas the ſaid John Bull, from the aſ- 
ſured confidence that he has in my friendſhip, has ap- 
pointed me executor of his laſt will and teſtament, 
and guardian to his children, I do undertake for me, 
my heirs and aſſigns, to ſee the ſame duly executed 
and performed, and that it ſhall be unalterable in all 
its parts by John Bull, or any body elſe : for that 
purpoſe it ſhall be lawful and allowable for me to enter 
his houſe at any hour of the day or night ; to break 
open bars, bolts, and doors, cheſts of drawers, and 
ſtrong boxes, in order to ſecure the peace of my friend 
Jahn Bull's family, and to ſee his will r executed. 


CH treaty which had been con- 


| n by the lord Townſhend at 
e Hague between the . and 
the States in 1709. for ſecuring 


the proteſtant ſucceſſion, and for 

ſettling a barrier for Holland a- 

bo, France. And it was reſol- 
ed, chat ſeveral articles of chis 


ty were deſtructive to the 
trade and intereſt of Great Britaix, 
that lord Townſend had no autho- 
rity to agree to them, and un 


he and all thoſe, who adviſes 


ratifying the treaty, 


were ene- 
mies to their couatry. 


II. In 


JOIN BULL. 33 
II. In conſideration of which kind neighbourly office 
of Nicholas Frog, in that he has been pleaſed to accent 
of the aforeſaid truſt, I John Bull having duly confi- 
dered, that my friend Nicholas Hrog at this time lives in 
Ia marfhy foil and unwholeſome air, infeſted with fogs 
and damps deſtruQive of the health of himſelf, wife, 
and children ; do bind and oblige me, my heirs and 
aſſigns, to ourchaſe for the ſaid Nicholas Frog, with 
the beſt and readieſt of my caſh, bonds, mortgages, 
his goods, and chattels, a landed eſtate, with parks, gar- 
lil. dens, palaces, rivers, fields, and outlets, conſiſting of 
as large extent, as the ſaid Nicholas Frog ſhall think fit. 
. And whereas the ſaid Nicholas Frog is at preſent hem- 
I | med in too cloſe by the grounds of Lewis Baboon, maſ- 
ter of the ſcience of defence, I the ſaid ohn Bull do 
| | oblige myſelf, with the readieſt of my caſh, to purchaſe 
N and incloſe the ſaid grounds, for as many fields and 
acres as the ſaid Nicholas ſhall think fit; to the intent 
all] that the ſaid Nicholas may have free egreſs and regreſs, 
that] without lett or moleſtation, ſuitable to the demands of 
"himſelf and family. 


nter | 
ca III. F urthermore, the ſaid John Bull obliges himſelf 
p99 i o make the country neighbours of 2 Frog allot 


A certain part of yearly rents to pay for the repairs of 
5 = ſaid landed eſtate, to the intent that his good friend 
Wicholas Frog may be eaſed of all charges. 

IV. And whereas the ſaid Nicholas Frog did contract 
me with the deceaſed lord Strutt about certain liberties, pri- 
a that yileges, and immunities, formerly in the poſſeſſion of 
es ine ſaid Zohr Bull; I the ſaid John Bull do freely by 

eſe preſents renounce, quit, and make over to the ſaid 


icholas, the liberties, privileges, and immunities con- 
Vox. V. D tracted 


o the 


I. Is 
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tracted for, in as full a manner, as if they never had be⸗ 
longed to me. 

V. The ſaid John Bull obliges himſelf, his heirsand 
aſſigns, not to ſell one rag of broad or coarſe cloth to 
any gentleman within the neighbourhood of the ſaid 


Nicholas, except in ſuch quantities and ſuch rates, as the 
ſaid Nicholas ſhall think fit. 


Signed and ſealed, 5 : 
JOHN BULL, 
NIC. FROG, 


: The reading of this paper put Mrs. Bull i in ſuch a paſ- 3 | 
ſion, that ſhe fell downright into a fit, and they 
were forced to give her a good quantity of the ſpirit * 


of hartſhorn before ſhe recovered. 
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D. Diego. Why in ſuch a paſſion, couſin | ? conſi- | 
dering your circumſtances at that time, I don't think 4 
this ſuch an unreaſonable contract. You ſee Frog, for 
all this, is religiouſly true to his bargain ; he ſcorns to 3 


hearken to any compoſition without your privacy. 


of the noble ſcience of defence. 
8 IR, 


Mrs. Bull. You know the“ contrary. Read that 1 


x Reads the a., For Lewis Babes, maſter - 


Z 1 Underſtand, that you are at t this time treating with 


1 my friend John Bull about reſtoring the lord Strutt's | 1 ; 

cuſtom, and beſides allowing him certain privileges of | 
parks and fiſh-ponds ; I wonder how you, that area 
+ In the mean time the Dutch were ſecretly negociating with France 3 
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JOHN BULL. ; 35 
man that knows the world, can talk with that ſimple 
fellow. He has been my bubble theſe twenty years, 
and to my certain knowledge underſtands no more of 
his own affairs, than a child in ſwaddling cloaths. 1 


know he has got a ſort of a pragmatical ſilly jade of a 
wife, that pretends to take him out of my hands: but 
you and ſhe both will find yourſelves miſtaken ; III 


find thoſe that ſhall manage her; and for him, he dares 


as well be hanged as make one ſtep in his affairs with- 
out my conſent, If you will give me what you pro- 


miſed him, I will make all things eaſy, and ſtop the 


deeds of ejectment againſt lord Strutt: if you will not, 


2 take what follows: I ſhall have a good action againſt 
you, for pretending to rob me of my bubble. Take 


this warning from 
Your loving friend, 


NIC. FROG. 


9 bs am told, couſin Diego, you are one of thoſe who 
have undertaken to manage me, and that you have ſaid 
you will carry a green bag yourſelf, rather than we ſhall 
make an end of our law-ſuit : PII teach them and [you 
too to manage. 
D. Diego. For God's - 3 why 6 * 


lerick? I fay this letter is ſome forgery ; it never en- 


tdered into the head of that honeſt man, Nie. Frog, to ” 
do any ſuch thing. 


Mrs. Bull. I can't abide yo you : you have been railing 


"| theſe twenty years at eſquire South, Frog, and Hocus, 


calling them rogues and pick- pockets, and now they 


re turned the honeſteſt fellows in the world. What 
1 is mer meaning of al this? 
* D T D. Diego, 
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D. Diego. Pray tell me how you came to employ 
this fir Roger in * attairs, and not think of "ou old 
friend Diego? 


Mrs. Bull, So, fo, there it pinches. To tell you 
truth, I have employed fir Roger in ſeveral weighty af- 
fairs, and have found him cruſty and honeſt, and the 
poor man always ſcorned to take a farthing of me. I 
have abundance that profeſs great zeal, but they are 

damnable greedy of the pence. My huſband and I are 
nov in ſuch circumſtances, that we muſt be ſerved up- 
on cheaper terms, than we have ben. 

D. Diego. Well, couſin, I find J can do no good 
with you ; I am fotry that you will ruin Yourlelf by 
truſting this fir Roger, 


CHAP. XVI. 


72 the guardians of the deceaſed Mrs. Bull's thew : } 


daughters came to Jahn, and what advice they gave 
him; wheren are briefly treated the characters of the 


them daughters : alſo "ow Bull's _ to the three I 


| "IO 1 


Told you in a 3 3 that ED Bull, be- 1 = 


fore ſhe departed this life, had bleſſed John with 4 


three daughters. I need not here repeat their names, # 


neither would I willingly uſe any ſcandalous reflections 
upon young ladies, whoſe reputations ought to be ver 
tenderly handled ; but the characters of theſe were ſo 
well known in the neighbourhood, that it is doing them 


no injury, to make a ſhort deſcription of them. 


The Jobates1 in parliament were however ſtill continued. 
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+ The eldeſt was a termagant, imperious, prodigal, 
lewd, profligate wench, as ever breathed : the uſed to 
rantipole about the houſe, pinch the children, kick the 


| ſervants, and torture the cats and the dogs; ; the would 


rob her father's ſtrong box, for money to give the young 


fellows that ſhe was fond of : ſhe had a wobly air, and 
ſomething great in her mien, but ſuch a noiſome infec- 
tious breath, as threw all the ſervants that dreſſed her 


into conſumptions; if ſhe ſmelt to the freſheſt noſe- 
gay, it would ſhrivel and wither as it had been blight- 


ed: ſhe uſed to come home in her cups, and break the 
china and the looking-glafles; and was of ſuch an ir- 


regular temper, and fo intirely given up to her paſſion, 


that you might argue as well with the North wind, as 
with her ladyſhip : ſo expenſive, that the income of 


three dukedoms was not enough to ſupply her extra- 
vagance. Hecus loved her beſt, believing her to be his 
own, got upon the body of Mrs. Bull. 

The ſecond daughter, born a year after her ſiſter, 
was a peeviſh, froward, ill-conditioned creature as ever 


was, ugly as the devil, lean, haggard, pale, with ſaucer 


eyes, a ſharp noſe, or hunch-backed : but active, 
ſprightly, and diligent about her affairs. Her ill com- 


plexion was occaſioned by her bad diet, which was 


coffee, morning, noon, and night : ſhe never reſted 


I quietly a bed; but uſed to diſturb the whole family 


with ſhrieking out in her dreams, and plague them next _ 


day with interpreting them, for ſhe took them all for 
goſpel : 


+ P2lemia, War. | | 
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ſte would cry out murder, and diſturb the 
whole neighbourhood ; and when John came e running 
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down ſtairs to enquire what the matter was: nothing, 


forſooth, only her maid had ftuck a pin wrong in her 
gown : ſhe turned away one ſervant for putting too 


much oil in her ſallad, and another for putting too lit- 
tle ſalt in her water-gruel ; but ſuch, as by flattery had 
procured her eſteem, ſhe would indulge in the greateſt 


crime. Her father had two coachmen ; when one 


was in the coach- box, if the coach ſwung but the leaſt 


concluded ſhe was overturned ; but though the other 
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to one ſide, ſhe uſed to ſhriek ſo loud, that all the ſtreet 


was eternally drunk, and had overturned the whole fa- | 5 
mily, ſhe was very angry with her father for turning 
him away. Then ſhe uſed to carry tales and ſtories * 
from one to another, till ſhe had ſet the whole neigh- ' 
| bourhood together by the ears; and this was the only 
_ diverſion ſhe took pleaſure in. She never went abroad, 


but ſhe brought home ſuch a bundle of monſtrous lyes, : 


as would have amazed any mortal but ſuch as knew | 
her: of a whale that had ſwallowed a fleet of ſhips ; 
of the lions being let out of the Tower to deſtroy the 
proteſtant religion; of the pope's being ſeen in a bran- 
dy. ſhop at Wapping ; and of a prodigious ſtrong man, 
that was going to ſhove down the cupola of St. Paul's; 
of three millions of five pound pieces, that eſquire 
South had found under an old wall; of blazing ftars, 
flying dragons, and abundance of ſuch ſtuff, All 


the ſervants in the family made high court to her, 


for ſhe domineered there, and turned out and in 
whom ſhe pleaſed ; only there was an old grudge be- 

tween her and fir Roger, whom ſhe mortally hated, * 
and uſed to hire fellows to ſquirt kennel water upon 3 
him, as he paſſed along the ſtreets ; ſo that he was 
forced 
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forced conſtantly to wear a ſurtout of oiled cloth, by 
which means he came home pretty clean, except 
where the ſurtout was a little ſcanty. 

* As for the third, ſhe was a thief, and a com- 


mon mercenary proſtitute, and that without any ſol- 


licitation from nature, for ſne owned ſhe had no en- 
joyment. She had no reſpect of perſons, a prince or 


a porter was all one, according as they paid; yea, 


ſhe would leave the fineſt gentleman in the world to 


go to an ugly pocky fellow for ſix-pence more. In 


the practice of her profeſſion ſhe had amaſſed vaſt 


magazines of all ſorts of things; ſhe had above five 


hundred ſuits of fine cloaths, and yet went abroad like 


a cynder-wench : ſhe robbed and ſtarved all the ſer- 


vants, ſo that no- body could live near her. 
So much for John s three daughters, which you 
will ſay were rarities to be fond of: yet nature will 


ſhew itſelf ; no- body could blame their relations for 


taking care of them; and therefore it was that Ho- 


cus, with two other of the guardians, thought it their 


duty to take care of the intereſt of the three girls, 
and give John their beſt advice before he compound 
ed the law-fuit : 


Flocus, What makes you fo ſhy of late, my good 
friend? There's no- body loves you better than I, nor 


has taken more pains in your affairs: as J hope to be 


ſaved, I would do any thing to ſerve you; I would 


crawl upon all four to ſerve you ; I have ſpent my 


health and paternal eſtate in your ſervice. I have . 
indeed a ſmall pittance left, with which I might re- 
tire, and with as good a conſcience as any man; but 


+ Uſeria, Uſury. 
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40 THE HISTORY OF 
the thoughts of this diſgraceful compoſition ſo touches 
me to the quick, that I cannot ſleep : after I had 
brought the cauſe to the laſt ſtroke, that one verdict 
more had quite ruined old Lewis and lord Strutt, 
and put you in the quiet poſſeſſion of every thing; 
then to compound | I cannot bear it. This caufe was 
my favourite, I had fet my heart upon it ; it is like 


an only child; I cannot endure it ſhould miſcarry; 
for God's ſake conſider only to what a difmal conditi- 
on old Lewis is brought, He is at an end of all his 
caſh; his attorneys have hardly one trick left; they 
are at an end of all their chicane; beſides, he has both 
his law and his daily bread now upon truſt. Hold out 


only one term longer, and I'Il warrant you, before the 


next we ſhall have him in the Fleet. I'Il bring him to 


the pillory; his ears ſhall pay for his perjuries. For 
the love of God don't compound: let me be damned, 


if you have a friend in the world, that loves you 
better than I: there is no- body can ſay I am covet- 


cus, or that J have any intereſt to purſue, but yours. 


2d Guardian. There is nothing ſo plain, as that 
this Lewzs has a deſign to ruin all his neighbouring 
_ tradeſmen ; and at this time he has ſuch a prodigious 


income by his trade of all kinds, that if there is not 


ſome ſtop put to his cxmaitant riches, he will mo- 


nopolize every thing; no-body will be able to fell a 


yard of drapery or Dorey ware but himſelf. I then_ 


Hold it adviſeable, that you continue the law' ſuit, 


and burſt him at once. My concern for the three 


poor motherleſs children obliges me to give you this 


advice; for their eſtates, poor girls! depend v upon the 


ſucceſs c of this cauſe, 
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24 Guardian. 1 own this writ of ejectment has coſt 


dear; but then conſider it is a jewel well worth the 


purchaſing at the price of all you have. None but 


Mr. Bull's declared enemies can ſay, he has any o- 
ther ſecurity for his cloathing trade, but the ejectment 


of lord Strutt. The only queſtion then that remains 
to be decided, is, who ſhall ſtand the expences of the 


ſuit? To which the anſwer is as plain; who but he, 
that is to have the advantage of the ſentence? When 
| eſquire South has got poſſeſſion of his title and ho- 
nour, is not John Bull to be his clothier? Who then, 
but John, ought to put him in poſſeſſion? Aſk but 
any indifferent gentleman, who ought to bear his 


charges at Jaw ? and he will readily anſwer, his tradeſ- 


men. I do therefore affirm, and I will go to death 
with it, that, being his clothier, you ought to put him 

in quiet poſſeſſion of his eſtate, and, with the ſame 
_ generous ſpirit you have begun it, compleat the good 
work. If you perſiſt in the bad meaſures you are now 


in, what muſt become of the three poor orphans ? My 
heart bleeds for the poor girls. 


John Bull. You are all very eloquent 1 ; but | 
give me leave to tell you, you expreſs a great deal 
more concern for the three girls than for me; I think 
my intereſt ought to be conſidered in the firſt place. 
As for you, Hocus, I can't but ſay you have ma- 


naged my law-ſuit with great addreſs, and much to 


my honour ; and though I ſay it, you have been 
well paid for it. Why muſt the burthen be taken 
off Frog's back, and laid upon my ſhoulders ? He 


can drive about his own parks and helds in his gilt 


Chariot, when I have been forced to mortgage my 


eſtate : 
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eſtate : his note will go farther than my bond. Is it 


not matter of fact, that from the richeſt tradeſman in 
all the country, I am reduced to beg and borrow 


from ſcriveners and ufurers, that ſuck the heart, 


blood, and guts out of me? and what is all this 
for : Did you like Frog's countenance better than 
mine? Was not I your old friend and relation? 
Have I not prefented you nobly ? Have I not clad 
your whole family? Have you not had an hundred 
yards at a time of the fineſt cloth in my ſhop ? Why 
muſt the reſt of the tradeſmen be not only indemni- 
fed from charges, but forbid to go on with their own 


buſineſs, and what is more their concern than mine? 


As to holding out this term, I appeal to your own 
conſcience, has not that been your conſtant difcourſe 


theſe fix years, one term more, and old Lewis goes 10 
pot. If thou art ſo fond of my cauſe, be generous 
for once, and lend me a brace of thouſands. Ah Ho- 


cn Hocus ! I know thee ; not a ſous to ſave me 
| from goal, I trow. Look ye, gentlemen, I have lived 


with credit in the world, and it grieves my heart 
never to ftir out of my doors but to be pulled by the 
ſleeve by ſome raſcally dun or other? “ Sir, remem- 
4e ber my bill: there is a ſmall concern of a thouſand 
« pounds, I hope you think on't, Sir.” And to have 


theſe uſurers tranſact my debts at coffee-houſes, and 
ale-houfes, as if I were going to break up ſhop. Lord! 
that ever the rich, the generous Fohn Bull, clothier, 
the envy of all his neighbours, ſhould be brought to 
compound his debts for five ſhillings in the pound ; 


and to have his name in an advertiſement for a Aatute f 


of wake The thought of it makes me mad. I 
have 
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have read ende in the Apocrypha, that one ſhould 
not conſult with a woman touching her of whom ſhe is jea- 
lous; nor with a merchant concerning exchange; nor with 
a buyer of ſelling ; nor with an unmerciful man of Rind- 
nefs, & c. I could have added one thing more, nor 


with an attorney about compounding a law-ſuit, The e- 


jectment of lord Strutt will never do. The evidence 
is crimp; the witneſſes ſwear backwards and forwards, 


and contradict themſelves ; and his tenants ſtick by 
him. One tells me, that I muſt carry on my ſuit, 


becauſe Lewis is poor 3 another, becauſe he is ſtill too 
rich: whom ſhall I believe? Iam ſure of one thing, 


that a penny in the purſe is the beſt friend John can 
have at laſt; and who can ſay that this will be the 


Jaſt ſuit I ſhall be engaged in? Beſides, if this eject- 


ment were practicable, is it reaſonable, that when 


eſquire South is loſing his money to ſharpers and pick- 
_ pockets, going about the country with fidlers and 
buffoons, and ſquandering his income with hawks and 
dogs, I ſhould lay out the fruits of my honeſt induſtry 
in a law-ſuit for him, only upon the hopes of being his 
clothier? And when the cauſe is over, I ſhall not have 
the benefit of my project for want of money to go to 
market. Look ye, gentlemen, John Bull is but a 
plain man; but 7h Bull knows when he is ill uſed. I 
know the ee of our family; we are apt to play 


the boon companion, and throw away our money in 


our cups: but it was an unfair thing in you, gentle- 
men, to take advantage of my weakneſs, to keep a 
parcel of roaring bullies about me day and night, with 
buzza's and hunting -horns, and ringing the changes 
on butchers cleavers, never let me cool, and make me 
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Yet my hand to papers, when I could hardly hold 


my pen. There will come a day of reckoning for all 


that proceeding. In the mean time, gentlemen, I beg 


you will let me into my affairs a little, and that you 


would not grudge me the {mall remainder of a very . 
great eſtate. 


c H A * XVIL 
E ſguire South's meſſage wat liter to Mrs. Bull. 


T HE arguments uſed by Locus and the reſt of 
the guardians had hitherto proved inſuffici- 


ent + : John and his wife could not be perſuaded to 


bear the expence of eſquire South's law-ſuit. They 


thought it reaſonable, that ſince he was to have the 


honour and advantage, he ſhould bear the greateſt 
ſhare of the charges; and retrench what he loſt to 
ſharpers and ſpent upon country dances and puppet- 
plays, to apply it to that uſe. This was not very 


grateful to the eſquire; therefore, as the Jaſt experi- 
ment he reſolved to ſend Þ ſignior Benenato, maſter 


of his fox-hounds, to Mrs. Bull, to try what good he 
could do with her. This ſignior Benenato had all the 
qualities of a fine gentleman, that were fit to charm 


a lady's heart; and if any perſon in the world could 


have perſuaded her, it was he. But ſuch was her un- 


haken fidelity to her huſband, and the conſtant pur- 
_ poſe of her mind to purſue his intereſt, that the moſt . 


"+ But as all attempts of the ſent a r and letter 


party to preclude the treaty were f by Prince Eugene urging the 
ineffectual, and complaints were. continuance of the war, and of- 
made of the deficiencies of the fering to bear a proportion of the 


houſe of Auſtria, the Archduke expence, _ 


refined 
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ſeduce her heart. The necklaces, diamond croſſes, 
and rich bracelets that were offered, ſhe rejected with 


the utmoſt ſcorn and diſdain, The mulick and ſere- 
nades, that were given her, ſounded more ungrateful- 


ly in her ears than the notſe of a ſcreech- owl: how - 


ever, ſhe received eſquire South's letter by the bands of 
ſignior Benenato with that reſpect, which became his 


quality. The copy of the letter is as follows, in which 
you will obſerve he e a little his uſual ſtyle. 


MADAM, 


| T HE writ o& cement againſt Philip Babes, 


(pretended lord Strut?) is juſt ready to paſs : 


there want but a few neceſſary forms, and a verdict 
or two more, to put me in the quiet poſſeſſion of my 
honour and eftate : I queſtion not, but that according 
to your wonted generoſity and goodneſs you will give 
it the finiſhing ſtroke z an honour that I would grudge 

any body but yourſelf, In order to eaſe you of ſome 
part of the charges, I promiſe to furniſh pen, ink, and 
paper, provided you pay for the ſtamps. Rees. . 
have ordered my ſtewards to pay out of the readieſt and 
beſt of my rents five pounds ten ſhillings a year, till 
my ſuit is finiſhed. I wiſh you health and Aware 


being with due ref) ect, 
M ADAM, 


Your aſured friend, 
SOUTH, 
"WW hat 


nnn 
refined arts of gallantry that were practiſed, could not 
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What anſwer Mrs. Bull returned to this letter, you 
ſhall know in my ſecond part, only they were at a 
pretty good diſtance in their propoſals ; for as eſquire 
South only offered to be at the charges of pen, ink, and 
paper, Mrs. Bull refuſed any more than to lend her 
barge + to carry his council to Hęſiminſter-Hall. 

| + This proportion was however effect, than the convoy of the for- 


thought to be ſo inconſiderable, ces by the Engliſb fleet to Barce- 
that the letter produced no other long. . 
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 Punrigurn's PREPACE. | 


EL H E world is much indebted to the famous fir 


: ; Humphrey Poleſivorth for his ingenious and im- 


partial account of John BulPs law-ſuit ; yet 
there is juſt cauſe of complaint againſt him, in that he 


relates it only by parcels, and won't give us the whole 


| work: This forces me, who am only the publiſher, to 

beſpeak the aſſiſtance of his friends and acquaintance 

to engage him to lay aſide that ſtingy humour, and 
Vol. V. „ REST” 
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gratify the curioſity of the publick at once, He pleads 
in excuſe, that they are only private memoirs, wrote 
ſor his own uſe, in a looſe ſtyle, to ſerve as a help to 
his ordinary converſation &. I repreſented to him the 


good reception the firſt part had met with; that though | 
calculated only for the meridian of Grub: reet, it was 
yet taken notice of by the better ſort ; that the world 


was now ſufficiently acquainted with John Bull, and 


intereſted itſelf in his concerns. He anſwered, with 


a ſmile, that he had indeed ſome trifling things to im- 


part, that concerned John Bulls relations and domeſ- 


tick affairs; if theſe would ſatisfy me, he gave free 
leave to make uſe of them, becauſe they would ſerve 
to make the hiftory of the law-ſuit more intelligible. 


When I had looked over the manuſcript, I found like- 


wiſe ſome further account of the compoſition, which 


perhaps may not be eee to ſuch as have read 


che former part. 
CH A P. 2x; 


The character of + John Bull's ler. 


T OUN had's mother, whom he lowed and honour- 


ed extremely, a diſcreet, grave, ſober, good- cond;- 


| tioned, cleanly old gentle woman as ever lived; ſhe was 

none of your croſs-grained, termagant, ſcolding jades, 
that one had as good be hanged as live in the houſe with, 
ſuch as are always cenſuring the conduct, and telling 
ſcandalous ſtories of their neighbours, extolling their 


own good qualities, and undervaluing thoſe of others. 


* This excuſe of fir Humphry preface to the firſt part. 
can only relate to the ſecond part, 4+ The church of Tape: 
Ty [que] of the hiſtory, See tlie 
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Onthe contrary, ſhe was of a meek ſpirit, and as ſhe was 


ſtrictly virtuous herſelf, ſo ſhe always put the beſt con- 


ſtruction upon the words and actions of her neighbours, 
except where they were irreconcileable to the rules of 


honeſty and decency. She was neither one of your pre- 
ciſe prudes, nor one of your fantaſtical old belles, that 
dreſs themſelves like girls of fifteen : as ſhe neither wore 


a ruft forehead cloth, nor high-crowned hat, ſo ſhe 
had laid a ſide feathers, flowers, and crimpt ribbons in 
her head-drefs, furbelo-ſcarfs, and hooped-petticoats. 


She ſcorned to patch and paint, yet ſhe loved to keep 
her hands and her face clean. Though ſhe wore no 


flaunting laced ruffles, ſhe would not keep herſelf in a 


conſtant ſweat with greaſy flannel: though her hair was 


not ſtuck with jewels, ſhe was not aſhamed of a dia- 


mond croſs : ſhe was not like ſome ladies, hung about 


with toys and trinkets, tweezer-caſes, pocket-glaſſes, 
and eſſence bottles; ſhe uſed only a gold watch and an 


almanack, to mark the hours and the holy-days. 


Her furniture was neat and genteel, well fancied with 


a bon gouſt. As ſhe affected not the grandeur of a ſtate 


with a canopy, ſhe thought there was no offence in an 
elbow- chair; ſhe had laid aſide your carving , gilding, 


and japan 3 as being too apt to gather dirt 3 but 


ſhe never could be prevailed upon to part with plain 


_ wainſcot and clean hangings. There are ſome ladies, 
that affect to ſmell a ſtink in every thing; they are al- 
ways highly perfumed, and continually burning frank- 
Incenſe in their rooms; ſhe was above ſuch affeRation, 
yet ſhe never would lay aſide the uſe of brooms and 


ſcrubbing-bruſhes, and ſcrupled not Jay her linen in 
freth lavender, 


EI 


52 THE HISTORY OF 
She was no leſs genteel in her behaviour, well-bred, 
without affectation, in the due mean between one of 
your affected curt'ſying pieces of formality, and your 
romps that have no regard to the common rules of ct- 
vility. There are ſome ladies, that affect a mighty re- 
gard for their relations: We mußt not eat to- day, for my 
uncle Tom, or my couſin Betty, died this time ten years: 
Lets have a ball to-night, it is my neighbour fuch-a-one's 
Birthi day; ſhe looked upon all this as grimace ; yet 
ſhe conſtantly obſerved her huſband's birth- Ay, her 
wedding - day, and ſome few more. ”— 
Though ſhe was a truly good woman, and had a 
ſincere motherly love for her ſon John, yet there want- 
ed not thoſe who endeavoured to create a miſunder- 
ſtanding between them, and they had ſo far prevailed 
with him once, that he turned her out of doors +, to 
his great ſorrow, as he found afterwards, for his affairs 
went on at fixes and fevens. 
She wasno leſs judicious in the turn of ay contacts: 
tion and choice of her ſtudies, in which ſhe far exceeded 
all her ſex : your rakes that hate the company of all ſo- 
ber, grave gentlewomen, would bear hers ; and ſhe 
would, by her handſome manner of rroceeding, ſooner 
reclaim them than ſome that were more ſowre and re- 
ſerved : ſhe was a zealous preacher up of chaſtity, and 
conjugal fidelity in wives, and by no means a friend to 
the new-fangled doctrine of the indiſpenſable duty of cuc- 
#oldom : though ſhe adyanced her opinions with a be- 
coming affurance, yet ſhe never uſhered them in, as 
ſome poſitive creatures will do, with dogmatical aſſer- 
tions, this is infallible ; I cannot be miſtaken ; none but a 
I In the Rebellion of 1641. —— 
. rogue 


© JOHN BULL. 1 
rogue can deny it. It has been obſerved, that ſuch people 


areoftener in the wrong than any body, 
Though ſhe had a thouſand good qualities, ſhe was 
not without her faults, amongſt which one might per- 


' haps reckon too great lenity to her ſervants, to whom 


ſhe always gave good counſel, but often too gentle cor- 


rection. I thought I could not ſay leſs of John Bulls 
mother, becauſe ſhe bears a- part in the following tranſ- 


actions. : 
. "CHAP. I. Rn 
The character of John Bull's * {ter Peg, with the guar= 


rels that happened between maſter and mis in their child- 
Hood. 


OH N had a ſiſter, a poor girl that had been ſtar- 


ved at nurſe; any body would have gueſſed miſs 
to have been bred up under the influence of a cruel ſtep- 
dame, and John to be the fondling of a tender mother. 
Fon looked ruddy and plump, with a pair of cheeks like 
2 trumpeter ; miſs looked pale and wan, as if ſhe had 
the green · ſickneſs; and no wonder, for John was the 
darling, he had all the good bits, was crammed with 
good pullet, chicken, pig, gooſe, and capon, waile 
miſs had only a little oatmeal and water, or a dry cruſt 


| withoutbutter. John had his golden pippins, peaches, 


and nectarines; poor miſs a crab-apple, floe, or a 
blackberry. Maſter lay in the beſt apartment, with his 
bedchamber towards the ſauth ſun. Miſs lodged in a 
garret, expoſed to the north wind, which ſhrivelled her 


countenance; however, this uſage, though it ſtunted 
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the girl in her growth, gave her a hardy conſtitution ; 
ſhe had life and ſpirit in abundance, and knew when 
ſhe was ill uſed : now and then ſhe would ſeize upon 


John's commons, ſnatch a leg of a pullet, or a bit of 


good beef, for which they were ſure to go to fiſty- cuffs. 


Maſter was indeed too ſtrong for her; but miſs would 


not yield in the leaſt point, but, even when maſter had 


got her down, ſhe would ſcratch and bite like a tyger ; 


when he gave her a cuff on the ear, ſhe would prick him 
with her knitting-needle. 7ohn brought a great chain 
one day to tye her to the bed-poſt, for which affront, 


miſs aimed a penknife at his heart +. In ſhort, theſe. 
quarrels grew up to rooted averſions; they gave one an- 


other nick-names: ſhe called him gundy-guts, and he 


1 called her 4% Peg; though the girl was a tight clever 


wench as any was, and through her pale looks you 

might diſcern ſpirit and vivacity, which made her not, 
4 a perfect beauty, but ſomething that was agree- 
able. It was barbarous in parents not to take notice of 


theſe early quarrels, and make them live better together, 
ſuch domeſtick feuds proving afterwards the occaſion of 
misfortunes to them both, Peg had, indeed, ſome odd 
humours, and comical antipathy, for which John would 


jeer her. What think you of my ſiſter Peg (ſays he) 
I that faints at the ſound of an organ, and yet will dance 
and friſk at the noiſe of a bag- pipe? What's that 


eto you, gundy-guts, (quoth Peg) every body's to chuſe 
ce their own muſick. Then Peg had taken a fancy not 
to ſay her Pater-noſter, which made people imagine 


+ Henry VIII. to unite the two jected, and followed by a war: to 
kingdoms under one fovereign of- this event probably the author al- 
fered his daughter Mary to James lasen 
V. of Scotland; this offer was re- 
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ce ſtrange things of her. Of the three brothers, that 
have made ſuch a clutter in the world, lord Peter, 
Martin, and Fack, * Fack had of late been her inclina- 
tions: lord Peter ſhe deteſted : nor did Martin ſtand 


much better in her good graces, but Zack had found 


the way to her heart. I have often admired, what 


charms ſhe diſcovered in that aukward booby, till I 
talked with a perſon that was acquainted with the in- 
trigue, who gave me the following account of it. 


HA F. . 
+ Jack's charms, or the method by which he gained 
Peg's heart, 
N the firſt place, Jacł was a very young fellow, by 


much the youngeſt of the three brothers, and peo- 
ple, indeed, wondered how ſuch a young upſtart jack- 


anapes ſhould grow ſo pert and ſaucy, and take ſo much 


upon him. 
Jack bragged of greater abilities than other men; he 


was well-gifted, as he pretended; I need not tell you 
' what ſecret influence that has upon the ladies. 


Jack had a moſt ſcandalous tongue, and perſuaded 


Peg that all mankind, beſides himſelf, were poxed by 
that ſcarlet-faced whore + Signiora Bubonia. As for 

„ his brother, lord Peter, the tokens were evident on 
6 him, blotches, ſcabs, and the corona: his brother 


Martin, though he was not quite ſo bad, had ſome 


c nocturnal pains, which his friends pretended were 
© only ſcorbutical ; but he was ſure it proceeded from 
ce a worſe cauſe.” By ſuch malicious inſinuations, he 


„Love of Preter x. The whore of Babylon, o or 
4 Character of che es 24g the Pope, 
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56 THE HISTORY OF 
had poſſeſſed the lady, that he was the only man in the 


world of a ſound, pure, and untainted conſtitution : 
though there were ſome that ſtuck not to ſay, that Sig- 


niora Bubonia and ack railed at one another, only the 


better to hide an intrigue ; and, that Jack had been 


found with Signiora under his cloak, carrying her home 


in a dark ſtormy night. 


Zack was a prodigious ogler; he would ogle you the : 


outſide of his eye inward, and the white upward. 


Fach gave himſelf out for a man of a great eſtate in 
the fortunate iſlands ; of which the ſole property was 
veſted in his perſon : by this trick he cheated abundance 
of poor people of imall ſums, pretending to make over 
_ plantations in the ſaid iſlands ; but when the poor 
wretches came there with 7ac#'s grant, they were beat, 


mocked, and turned out of doors. 


1 told you that Peg was whimſical, and loved any ; 
thing that was particular : in that way, Jack was her 


man, for he neither thought, ſpoke, dreſſed, nor acted 
like other mortals : he was for your bold ſtrokes, he 
railed at fops, though he was himſelf the moſt affected 


in the world; inſtead of the common faſhion, he would 
viſit his miſtrefs in a mourning cloak, band, ſhort cuffs, 
and a peaked beard, He invented a way of coming 


into a room backwards, which, he ſaid, ſhewed more 
humility, and leſs affectation: where other people 
ſtood, he ſat ; where they ſat, he ſtood ; when he went 
to court, he uſed to kick away the ſtate, and fit down 


by his prince cheek by jole : Confound theſe ſtates, ſays 
he, they are a modern invention: when he ſpoke to his 
prince, he always turned his br—ch upon him: if he 
as adviſed to faſt for his health, he would eat roaſt- 


beef * 
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beef; if he was allowed a more plentiful diet, then he 


would be ſure that day to live upon water gruel ; he 


would cry at a wedding, * and make jeſts at a fu- 
neral, 


He was no leſs ſingular in his opinions; ; you would 


have burſt your ſides to hear him talk of politicks &: 
cc All government, ſays he, is founded upon the right 


4 diſtribution of puniſhments ; decent executions keep 
ce the world in awe ; for that reaſon the majority of 


c mankind ought to be hanged every year. For 
cc example, I ſuppoſe the magiſtrate ought. to paſs 


cc an irreverſible ſeatence upon all Blue-cyed children 
from the cradle + ; but, that there may be ſome 
cc ſhew of juſtice in this proceeding, theſe children 


ce gught to be trained up by ter appointed for 
te that purpoſe, to all ſorts of villany; that they may 


« deſerve their fate, and the execution of them may 


ce ſerve as an object of terror to the reſt of mankind.” 
As to the giving of pardons, he had this ſingular me- 


thod , That when theſe wretches had the rope about 


their necks, it ſhould be inquired, who believed they 


ſhould be hanged, and who not? The firſt were to be 
pardoned, the laſt hanged out-right. Such as wereonce 


pardoned, were never to be hanged afterwards for any 


crime whatſoever ||. He had ſuch ſkill in phyſiog- 


nomy, that he would pronounce peremptorily upon a 
man's face, That fellow, ſays he, do what be will, can't 


avoid hanging; he has a hanging (cok, By the ſame art, 


| he would prognoſticate a principality to a (coundrel. 


_ ® Abſolute predeſtination. one ſhall certainly be ſaved, 
I Reprobation, _ Eleckton. 
3 Saving faith. a belief that 
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He was no leſs particular in the choice of his ſtu- 
dies; they were generally bent towards exploded chi- 
mera's, + the perpetuum mobile, the circular ſhot, philo- 
ſopher's ſtone, ſilent gun-powder, making chains for 


fleas, nets ſor flies, and inſtruments to unravel cobwebs 


and ſplit hairs. 


Thus, Ithink, I have given a diſtin account of the 


methods he practiſed upon Peg. Her brother would 


now and then aſk her, What a devil doſt thou ſee in 


d that pragmatical coxcomb to make thee ſo in love 
© with him? he is a fit match for a taylor or a ſhoe- 
* maker's daughter, but not for you, that are a gentle- 


ec woman.“ 4 F ancy 18 free, quoth Peg: I'll take my 
© own way, do you take yours. I do not care for your 


* flaunting beaus, that gang with their breaſts open, 


& and their ſarks over their waiſtcoats ; that accoſt me 


c with ſpeeches out of S:axey's Arcadia or the Academy 


<« of Compliments, ack is a ſober, grave, young man; 
© though he has none of your ſtudied harangues, his 
«© meaning is ſincere : he has a great regard to his fa- 


© ther's will; and he that ſhews himſelf a good ſon, 
&« will make a good huſband ; beſides, I know he has 


de the original deed of conveyance to the fortunate 
\« iſlands ; the others are counterfeits.“ There is no- 
thing ſo obſtinate as a young lady in her amours; the 


more you croſs her, the worſe ſhe is. 


Th The TE of the Preſbyterlans. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Hew the relations reconciled John and his ſiſter Peg, and 
what return Peg made to John's meſſage &. 


OHN BUI. L, otherwiſe a good- natured man, 


was very hard- hearted to his ſiſter Peg, chiefly from 


an averſion he had conceived in his infancy. While 


he flouriſhed, kept a warm houſe, and drove a plentiful 
trade, poor Peg was forced to go hawking and peddling 


about the ſtreets, ſelling knives, ſciſſars, and ſhoe- buc- 


kles; now and then carried a baſket of iſh to the mar- 


ket; ſewed, ſpun, and knit for a livelihood, till her 


fingers · ends were ſore, and when ſhe could not get bread 
for her family, ſhe was forced to hire them out at jour- 
ney- work to her neighbours. Yet in theſe her poor 
' circumſtances ſhe ftill preſerved the air and mien of a 


gentlewoman, a certain decent pride, that extorted re- 


ſpect from the haughtieſt of her neighbours; when ſhe 


came into any full aſſembly, ſhe would not yield the 


pas to the beſt of them. If one aſked her, are not you 
related to John Bull? © Yes, ſays ſhe; he has the ho- 
© nour to be my brother.“ So Peg's an went, till 


all the relations cried out ſhame upon Ju for his bar- 


barous uſage of his own fleſh and blood; that it was 


an eaſy matter for him to put her in a creditable way 


of living, not only without hurt but with advantage to 


himſelf, being ſhe was an induſtrious perſon, and might 


; be 8 to him in his way of buſineſs. © Hang 
| © her, jade, quoth John; I can't endure her, as 
long as ſhe keeps that raſcal Jack's company.“ 


*The treaty of Union between England and Scotland. a 
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bo THE HISTORY OF 
They told him, the way to reclaim her was to take 
her into his houſe ; that by converſation the childiſh 


humours of their younger days might be worn out. 
Theſe arguments were enforced by a certain inci- 


dent. It happened that Fohn was at that time a- 


bout making his * will, and entailing his eftate, the 


very ſame in which Nic. Frog is named executor, 


Nov his lifter Peg's name being in the entail, he 
could not make a thorough ſettlement without her 


conſent. There was, indeed, a malicious tory went 
about, as if J7%n's laſt wife had fallen in love with 
Zack as he was + eating cuſtard on horſeback ; that ſhe 


perſuaded John to take his ſiſter into the houſe, the 
better to drive on the intrigue with Tack, conclu- 
ding he would follow his miſtreſs Peg. 


All I can 
infer from this ſtory, is, that when one has got a bad 
character in the world, people will report and believe 
any thing of one, true or falſe. But to return to 
my ftory ; ; when Peg received John's meſſage, ſhe 
dane and ſtormed like the devil þ : 


„ be not mair for their own convenien cy than for 


© my good ; he draws up his writs and his deeds, 
4c forfooth, and J muſt ſet my hand to them, unſight, 
c unſeen. I like the young man he has ſettled upon 


„ My brother 
Jom, quoth ſhe, is grown wondrous kind- hearted 
call of a ſudden, but I meikle doubt, whether it 


The ſuceſſion to the crown 
having been ſettled by act of 


parliament in England upon the 
houſe of Hanover, and no ſuch act 
baving paſſed in Scotland, then a 
| ſeparate kingdom, it was thought 
a proper time to compleat the uni- 
on which had been often attempt- 


ed, and which was recommended 
to the Scots by king William III. 
+ A Preſbyterian lord mayor of 


London, 


1 The Scots expreſſed their fears 
for the preſbyterian government, 
and of being burdened with the 
Engliſh national debts. 
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4c well enough, but I think I ought to have a valu- 


« able conſideration for my conſent. He wants my 
« poor little farm, becauſe it makes a nook in his 


&« park-wall : ye may een tell him, he has mair 
*« than he makes good uſe of ; he gangs up and down 


« drinking, roaring, and quarcelling,”. throngh all 


« the country markets, making fooliſh bargains in his 
ec cups, which he repents when he is ſober ; like a 
« thriftleſs wretch, ſpending the goods and gear 


ce that his forefathers won with the ſweat of their 


« brows ; light come, light go, he cares not a far- 
ce thing. But why ſhould I ſtand furety for his 
« contracts; the little I have is free, and I can call 


«it my awn ; hame's hame, let it be never fo 


« hamely. I ken him well enough, he could never 


cc abide me, and when he has his ends, he'll een uſe 


c me as he did before. I am fure I ſhall be treated 
e like a poor drudge ; I ſhall be ſet to tend the 


 <« bairns, dearn the hoſe, and mend the linen. Then 
c there's no living with that old carline his mo- 
ether; ſhe rails at Fact, and 7act's an honeſter 
| © man ahem any of her kin; I ſhall be plagued with 
* her ſpells and her Pater- «noſters, and ſilly old- world 
© ceremonies; I mun never pare my nails on a 


„Friday, nor begin a journey on Childermas-day z 
e and I mun ſtand becking and binging, as I gang 
e out and into the hall. Tell him he may e'en gang 


his get; IT'Il have nothing to do with him; I' ſtay, 
like the poor country mouſe, in my awn habitatt- 
© on.” So Peg talked z but for all that, by the in- 
terpoſition of good 3 and by many a bonny 
thing that Was Ents and many more that were pro- 


miſed 


- — - - — - 
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miſed Peg, the matter was concluded, and Peg taken 
into the houſe upon certain articles : one of which was, 


that ſhe might have the freedom of act's converſa- 


tion *, and might take him for better and for worſe, if 


ſhe leaſed; provided always, he did not come into the 
houſe at unſeaſonable hours, and diſturb the reſt of the 


old woman, John's mother. 


CHAP. V. 


Of Y quarrels, that happened after Peg was taken 


into the family f. 


T i is an old obſervation, that the quarrels of = Bl 


tions are harder to reconcile than any other ; 


injuries from friends fret and gall more, and the me- 


mory of them is not ſo ealily obliterated. This is 


cCunningly repreſented by one of your old ſages, cal- 
led #/op, in the ſtory of the bird, that was grieved 
extremely at being wounded with an arrow feathered 
with his own wing; as alſo of the oak, that let many 

2 heavy groan, when he was cleſt with a weage of his 
own timber. e 5 
There was no man in the world leſs ſubject t to ran- 
cour than 70% Bull, conſidering how often his good- 
nature had been abuſed ; yet I don't know, but he 
was too apt to hearken to tattling people, that car- 
ried tales between him and fiſter Peg, on purpoſe to 
ſow jealouſies, and ſet them together by the ears. 


They ſay that there were ſome hardſhips put upon 


Peg, which had been better let alone; but it was the 
buſineſs of good people to reſtrain the injuries on one 


i . about ſome of the Peerage. 


articles of Union, particularly the 


; ſide, | 
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fide, and moderate the reſentments on the other; a 
good friend acts both parts; the one without the 
other will not do. 

+ The purchaſe money of Peg's farm was ill paid; 
then Peg loved a little good liquor, and the ſervants 
ſhut up the wine-cellar ; but for that Peg found a 


f trick, for ſhe made a ꝗ falſe key. Peg's ſervants com- 
plained that they were debarred from all manner of 
buſineſs, and never ſuffered to touch the leaſt thing 


within the houſe || ; if they offered to come into the 
warehouſe, then ſtrait went the yard flap over their 
noddle ; if they ventured into the counting-room, 
a fellow would throw an ink-bottle at their head; if 
they came into the beſt apartment, to ſet any thing 
there in order, they were faluted with a broom ; if 


they meddled with any thing in the kitchen, it was 
odds but the cook laid them over the pate with a la- 


dle; one that would have got into the ſtables, was met 
by two raſcals, who fell to work with him with a 
bruſh and a curry-comb ; ſome climbing up into the 


coach-box, were told that one of their companions had 
been there before, that could not drive ; then — 


went the long whip about their ears. 
On the other hand it was complained, that Peg $ 


ſervants were always aſking for & drink. money; that 


they had more than their ſhare of the Chr; ee : 
to ſay the truth, Peg s lads buſtled pretty hard ſor that, 


135 thexath article of the W t Run wine 


ty of Union, it was agreed that || By the teſt "aft diſſenters are 
Scotland ſhould have an equivalent excluded from places and employ- 


for ſeveral cuſtoms and exciſes to ments, 

which ſhe would become liable, 8 Endeavoured to get their 
and this equivalent was not paid, ſhare of placcs. 45 5 
1 gs 7 | for, 
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for, when they were endeavouring to lock it up, they 
got in their great hits, and pulled out handfuls of half 
crowns, ſhillings, and ſix-pences. Others in the 
ſcramble picked up guineas and broad-pieces. But 
there happened a worſe thing than all this; it was com- 
plained that Peg's ſervants had great ſtomachs, and 
brought ſo many of their friends and acquaintance to 
the table, that John's family was like to be eat out of 
houſe and home. Inſtead of regulating this matter 
as it ought to be, Peg's young men were thruſt away 
from the table; then there was the devil and all to do; 
ſpoons, olates. awd diſhes flew about the room like mad: 
and fir Roger, who was now major domo, had enough 
to do to quiet them. Peg ſaid, this was contrary to 
agreement, whereby ſhe was in all things to be treated 
like a child of the family; then ſhe called upon thoſe, 
that had made her ſuch fair promiſes, and undertook 
for her brother 7%n's good behaviour; but, alas 
to her coſt ſhe found, that they were the firſt and 
readieſt to do her the injury. John at laſt agreed to 
this regulation, that Peg's * footmen might {it with 
his book-keeper, journey-men, and apprentices ; and 
Peg's better ſort ef ſervants migen ſit with his foot- 
men, if they pleaſed. 4 
Then they began to order 5 and min- 
: en for Peg's s dinner : Peg told them ſhe had an 
averſion to that ſort of ſood : that upon forcing + 
down a meſs of it ſome years ago, it threw her into a 
15 fit, till ſhe brought! it up again. Some alledged it was 


Articles of Union, w 3 + twee 33 into 
they could make a Scots commo- Seefiud; by Charles 1, 
ner, but not a lord, a peer. 


nothing 
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nothing but humour, that the ſame meſs ſhould be 
ſerved up again for ſupper, and breakfaſt next morn- 
ing; others would have made uſe of a horn; but the 
wiſer ſort bid let her alone, and ſhe might take to it 


of her own accord, 


C H A PF. VI. 
The N between John Bull and bir wife. 


Mrs. Bull. "HOUGH our affairs, honey, are 
in a bad condition, I have a better 
opinion of them, ſince you ſeemed to be convinced of 


the ill courſe you have been in, and are reſolved to ſub- 


mit to proper remedies. But when I conſider your im- 


menſe debts, your fooliſh bargains, and the general diſ- 
order of your buſineſs, I have a curioſity to know what 


fate or chance has brought you into this condition. 


J. Bull. I wiſh you would talk of ſome other ſub- 


| ject; the thoughts of it make me mad; our Ty muſt 


have their run, 
Mrs. Bull. But ſuch a ſtrange thing as this never 


al happened to any of your family before : they have had 5 


law-ſuits, but though they ſpent the income, they never 
mortgaged the ſtock. Sure you mult have ſome of the 
Norman or the Norfolk blood in you. Prithee give me 
ſome account of theſe matters. 


J. Bull. Who could help it? There lives not ſuch | 


a fellow by bread as that old Lerois Baboon : he is the 


| moſt cheating contentious rogue upon the face of the 
earth. You muſt know, one day, as Nic. Frog and 
| I were over a bottle making up an old quarrel, the old 
| fellow would needs have us "drink a bottle of his Cham- _ 


Vor. V. F Tiaꝑęne, 
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pagne, and ſo one after another, till my friend Nic. and 


I, not being uſed to ſuch heady ſtuff, got bloody drunk. 
Lewis, all the while, either by the ſtrength of his brain, 


or flinching his glaſs, kept himſelf as ſober as a judge. 
« My worthy friends, quoth Leis, henceforth let us 
ce live neighbourly, I am as peaceable and quiet as a 


ce lamb, of my own temper, but it has been my misfor- 
c tune to live among quarrelſome neighbours. There 
ce js but one thing can make us fall out, and that is the 
c inheritance of lord Strutt's Hate; I am content, for 
* peace ſake, to wave my right, and ſubmit to any ex- 
« pedient to prevent a law- ſuit; I think an ® equal di- 
<« gion will be the faireſt way.” Well moved, old 
Lewis, quoth Frog ; and I hope my friend John here will 
not be refractory. At the ſame time heclapped me on 
the back, and ſlabbered me all over from cheek to 
cheek, with his great tongue. Do as you pleaſe, gentle- 
men, quoth I; *tis all one to John Bull. We agreed 
to part that night, and next morning to meet at the 


corner of lord Strutt's park wall with our ſurveying in- 
ſtruments, which accordingly we did. Old Lewis car- 
ried a chain and a ſemicircle ; Mic. paper, rulers, and 


a lead pencil; and [idllowed at ſome diſtance with a 


long pole. We began firſt with ſurveying the meadow 


grounds, afterwards we meaſured the corn fields, cloſe 
by cloſe ; then we proceeded to the wood lands, the 


+ copper and tin mines. All this while Vic. laid down 


every thing exactly upon paper, calculated the acres 
and roods to a great nicety. When we had finiſhed 
the Jand, we were going to break into the houſe and 


* A treaty for preſerving the partition of the Spaniſhdominions, 
ballance of power in Europe by a 7 The Weft-Ingies, | 


2 | garden 


JOHN BULL: . 


b gardens to take an inventory of his plate, pictures, and 
other furniture. 


Mrs. Bull. What ſaid lord Strutt to all this? 
J. Bull. As we had almoſt finiſhed our concern, we 1 


| were accoſted by ſome of lord Struti's ſervants: 
Hey day! What's here? What a devil's the mean- 
| © ing of all theſe trangrams and gimcracks, gentle- 
amen? What in the name of wonder are you going 
| © about, jumping over my maſter's hedges, and run- 
| © ning your lines croſs his grounds? If you are at any 
| © field paſtime, you might have aſked leave, my maſ· 
| © ter is a civil well-bred perſon as any is.“ 


Mrs. Bull. What could you anſwer to this ? - 
J. Bull. Why truly my neighbour Frog and I were 


| ſtil] hot-headed ; we told him his maſter was an old 
| doating puppy, that minded nothing of his own buſi- 
| neſs; that we were ſurveying his eſtate, and ſettling it 
for him, ſince he would not do it himſelf, Upon this 
there happened a quarrel, but we being ſtronger than 
they, ſent them away with a flea in their ear. They 
went home and told their maſter : My lord, ſaid 
e they, there are three odd ſort of fellows going about 
your grounds with the ſtrangeſt machines, that ever 
| © we beheld in our life: I ſuppoſe they are going to 
| © rob your orchard, fell your trees, or drive away your 
© cattle: they told us ſtrange things of ſettling your 

| © eſtate: one is a luſty old fellow, in a black wig, with a 
| * black beard, without teeth; there's another thick 

| © ſquat fellow; in trunk-hoſe: the third is alittle, long- 

© noſed thin man, (I was then lean, being job come 


t This partition of the king of out his conſentor e even bly know. = | 


Pain s dominions wat made with⸗ ledge. 
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ec out of a fit of ſickneſs) I ſuppoſeit is fit to ſend after 
them, left they carry ſomething away.” 

Mrs. Bull. I fancy this pr the od fellow i in a rare 
tweague. 

* Bull. Weak as oY was, he called for his + leg 
Toledo, ſwore and bounced about the room, *©Sdeath ! 
< what am I come to, to be affronted ſo by my tradeſ- 
% men? I know the raſcals : my barber, clothier, and 
& linen-draper diſpoſe of my eſtate | bring hither my 
„ blunderbuſs. I'Il warrant ye, you ſhall ſee day-light 

though them. Scoundrels ! dogs! the ſcum of the 

« earth! 1 Frog, that was my father s kitchin- -boy, he 
pretend to meddle with my eſtate ! with my will! 
« Ah poor Strutt, what art thou come to at laſt ? 
Thou haſt lived too long in the world, to fee thy age 
c and infirmity ſo deſpiſed : : how will the ghoſts of my 
“ noble anceſtors receive theſe tidings ? They cannch 
they muſt not ſleep quietly in their graves.” In 
ſhort, the old gentleman was carried off in a fainting 
| fit, and after bleeding in both arms hardly recovered. 
Mrs. Bull. Really this was a very extraordinary 
way of proceeding : I long to hear the reſt of it, 
F. Bull, After we had come back to the tavern, 
and taken tother bottle of Champagne, we quarrelled 
2 little about the diviſion of the eſtate. Lewis hauled 


and pulled the map on one ſide, and Frog and I on the 
other, till we had like to have torn the parchment to 


pieces. At laſt Lewis pulled out a pair of great tay- 
lors ſheers, and clipt a corner for himſelf, which he ſaid 


was a manor that lay convenient for him, and left 
Frog and me the reſt to diſpoſe of as we pleaſed, We 
were over joyed to think Lew?s was contented with off 

* bis b 


upon the oreſent Philip Baboon. 
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little, not ſmelling what was at the bottom of the plot. 


There happened indeed an incident, that gave us ſome 


diſturbance : a cunning fellow, one of my ſervants, two 


days after peeping through the key-hole obſerved, that 
old Lewis had ſtole away our part of the map, and ſaw 


him fidling and turning the map from one corner to the 
other, trying to join the two pieces together again: he 


was muttering ſomething to himſelf, which we did not 


well hear, only theſe words, *7:s great pity, tis great 
pity! My ſervant added, that he believed this had ſome 
ill meaning. I told him he was a coxcomb, always 


pretending to be wiſer than his companions : Lewis 


and I are good friends, he's an honeſt fellow, and I 
daie ſay will ſtand to his bargain. The ſequel of the 
ſtory proved this ſellow's ſuſpicion to be too well 


* grounded; for | Lewis revealed our whole ſecret to the 
| deceaſed lord Strutt, who, in reward to his treachery 


and revenge to Frog and me, ſettled his whole eſtate 
Then we underſtood 
what he meant by piecing the mas. 

Mrs. Bull. And was you ſurprized at this? Had not 
lord Strut reaſon to be angry? Would you have been 
contented to have been ſo uſed yourſelf ? 

J. Bull, Why truly, wife, it was not eaſily recon- 
ciled to the common methods; but then it was the 


faſhion to do ſuch things. I have read of your golden age, 


your ſilver age, etc. one might juſtly call this the age 


of lawyers, There was hardly a man of ſubſtance in all 


the country, but had a 8 counterfeit, that pretended to his 


|| It is fuſpeted that the French the will was made in favour of his 
king intended to take the whole, gra 1dſon, 
and that he revealed the ſecret to J Seve. ul Pre enders at that | 
the court of Spain, upon which tim. 
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eftate.. As the philoſophers ſay, that there is a dupli- 
cate of every terreſtrial animal at ſea, ſo it was in this 
age of the lawyers, there were at leaſt two of every 
thing; nay, on my conſcience, I think there were three 
* eſquire Hackums at one time. In ſhort, it was uſual 
for a parcel of fellows to meet, and diſpoſe of the whole 
eſtates in the country: This lies convenient for me, 
Tom: Thou wouldſt do more good with that, Dick, than 
the old fellow that has it. So to law they went with the 
true owners; the lawyers got well by it; every body 
elſe was undone. It was a common thing for an ho- 
neſt man, when he came home at night, to find ano- 
ther fellow domineering in his family, hectoring his 
ſervants, calling for ſupper, and pretending to go to 
bed to his wife. In every houſe you might obſerve _ 
two Soia's.quarrelling who was maſter. For my own 
part, I am till afraid of the ſame treatment, and that 
1 T ſhould find NE behind my counter felling my 
broad cloth. 
Mrs. Bull. There are a fort of fellows, they call 
banterers and bamboozlers, that play ſuch tricks; but 
it ſeems, theſe fellows were in earneſt, 
FJ. Bull, I begin to think, that juſtice is a better 
rule than conveniinq, for all ſome prog make ſo fl ght 
on it. 


, Kings of Peland, | 
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Of the hard ſhifts Mrs. Bull was put to, to preſerve the 

manor of Bullock's Hatch; with fi 1 r Roger's method 


to keep . importunaie duns 1. 
A 8 John Bull and his wife were re talking weber, 
they were ſurprized with a ſudden knocking at 
the door: Thoſe wicked ſcriveners and lawyers, no 
ce doubt,” quoth Jobn ; and ſo it was: ſome aſking for 
the money he owed, and others warning to prepare for 
the approaching term. What a curſed life do I lead? 
ce quoth John. Debt is like deadly fin : for God's 
© ſake, fir Roger, get me rid of the fellows.” I'll war- 
cc rant you, quoth fir Roger ; leave them to me.” And 
indeed it was pleaſant enough to obſerve fir Roger's 
method with theſe importunate duns; his ſincere friend- 
ſhip for John Bull made him ſubmit to many things 
for his ſervice, which he would have ſcorned to have 
done for himſelf. ꝓ Sometimes he would ſtand at the 
door with his long ſtaff to keep off the duns, till Jahn 
got out at the back-door. When the lawyers and 
tradeſmen brought extravagant bills, fir Roger uſed to 
| bargain beforehand for leave to cut off a quarter of a 
yard in any part of the bill he pleaſed ; he wore a pair 


+ After the diffolution of the 
_ parliament, the ſinking miniſtry 
endeavoured to ſupport them- 
ſelves by propagating a notion, 
that the publick credit would ſuf- 
fer if the lord treaſurer Godolphin 
was removed : the dread of this 
event produced it: the monied 


men began to ſell their ſhares in 


the bank 


; the governor, deputy 


* — S 


governor, and two directors appli- 
ed to the Queen to prevent the 
change; the alarm became gene- 
ral, and all the publick funds gra- 
dually ſunk. Perhaps by Bul. 
lock's-Hatch the author meant the 
crown lands : ſee Page 83. | 
1 Manners of the car} of or- 


fore. 
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of ſciſſars in his pocket for this purpoſe, and would 
ſnip it off ſo nicely as you cannot imagine. Like a true 


goldſmith, he kept all your holidays; here was not one 


wanting in his calendar: when ready money was ſcarce, 
he would ſet them a telling a thouſand pounds in ſix- 


pences, groats, and three penny pieces. It would have 


done your heart good to have ſeen him charge through 
an army of lawyers, attorneys, clerks, and tradeſmen; 


ſometimes with ſword in hand, at other times nua- 


zling like an eel in the mud. When a fellow ſtuck 


like a bur, that there was no ſhaking him off, he uſed 
to be mighty inquiſitive about the health of his uncles 
and aunts in the country; he could call them all by their 
names, for he knew every body, and could talk to them 


in their own way. The extremely impertinent he 


would ſend away to ſee ſome ſtrange ſight, as the dra- 
gon of Hockley in the Hole; or bid him call the 3oth of 


next February, | Now and then you would ſee him in 
the kitchen, weighing the beef and butter; paying rea- 
dy money, that the maids might not run a tick at the 


market, and the butchers, by bribing of them, fell da- 


maged and light meat. Another time he would flip 
into the cellar, and gauge the caſks. In his leiſure mi- 
nutes he was poſting his books, and gathering in his 
debts. Such frugal methods were neceſſary, where 


money was ſcarce, and duns ſo numerous. All this 
while John kept his credit, could ſhew his head both at 
Change and Maſtminſter- hall; no man proteſted his 
bill, nor refuſed his bond: only the ſharpers and the 


ſccriveners, the lawyers and other clerks pelted fir Roger 


Some regulations as to the purveyance in the Queen's family. 
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ns he went along. The ſquirters were at it with their 


kennel water, for they were mad for the Jois of their 


bubble, and that they could not get him to mortgage 


the manor of Bullac#'s Hatch. Sir Roger ſhook his ears, 


and nuzzled along well ſatisfied within himſelf, that 
he was doing a charitable work in reſcuing an honeſt 


| man from the claws of harpies and blood-ſuckers, Mrs. 
Bull did all that an affectionate wife and a good houſe- 


wife could do ; yet the boundaries of virtues are indi- 
viſible lines; it is impoſſible to march up cloſe to the 
trontiers of frugality, without entering the territories of 
parſimony. Your good houſewifes are apt to look in- 


to the minuteſt things; * therefore ſome blamed Mrs. 


Bull for new heel. -piecing of her ſhoes, grudging a 


quarter of a pound of ſeap and ſand to ſcowre the rooms; 


but eſpecially, + that ſhe would notallow her maids ood 
| apprentices the benefit of John Bunyan, the London ap- 
| Þrentices, or the Seven champions in the black. letter. 


E&P, Vl. 


&; continuation of the * betwixt John Bull and 
his wife, 


Mrs, 21 T is a moſt ſad life we lead, my dear, to 


be ſo teazed, paying intereſt for old 


debts, and ſtill contracting new ones, However, I 
don't blame you for vindicating your honour, and 
chaſtizing old Lew:s-: to curb the infolent, protect the 


oppreſſed, recover one's own, and defend what one 
has, are good effects of the law: the only thing I want 


Too great ie in the houſe of commons. 
/ Reſtraining i z the A of the preſs by act of Parliament. 
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to know, is, how you came to make an end of your 


money, before you finiſhed your ſuit. 
Jobn Bull, I was told by the learned in the law, 


that my ſuit ſtood upon three firm pillars ; more money 
for more law, more law for more money, and no compoſition, 
More money for more law was plain to a demonſtra- 


tion, for who can go to law without money ? and it 
was plain, that any man that has money, may have law 
for it. The third was as evident as the other two; for 
what compoſition could be made with a rogue, that ne- 
ver kept a word he ſaid? 

Mrs. Bull. T think you are moſt likely to get out 


of this labyrinth by the ſecond door, by want of ready 


money to purchaſe this precious commodity: but you 
ſeem not only to have bought too much of it, but 


have paid too dear for what you bought; elſe how was 


it poſſible to run ſo much in debt, when, at this very 
ms, the yearly income of what is mortgaged to thoſe 
uſurers would diſcharge Hocus's bill, and give you your | 


belly- full of law for all your life, without running one 


ſixpence in debt? You have been bred up to buſineſs ; 


I ſuppoſe you can cypher : 1 1 wonder you 1 never uſed 
your pen and ink. 


John Bull. Now you urge 1 me too far; prithee, 


dear wife, hold thy tongue. Suppoſe a young heir, 
heedleſs, raw, and unexperienced, full of ſpirit and vi- 
gour, with a favourite paſſion, in the hands of money 
ſcriveners: ſuch fellows are like your wire-drawing 


mills; if they get hold of a man's finger, they will 
pull in his whole body at laſt, *till they ſqueeze the 
heart, blood, and guts out of him. + When I wanted 
4 Methods of preying hs — the — of the government. 
money 
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money, half a dozen of theſe fellows were always wait- 


ing in my antichamber with their ſecurities ready drawn. 


Iwas tempted with the ready, ſome farm or other went 
to pot. I received with one hand, and paid it away 
with the other to lawyers, that like ſo many hell- 

hounds were ready to devour me. Then the rogues. 

would plead poverty, and ſcarcity of money, which 
always ended in receiving ninety for the hundred. Af- 
ter they had got poſſeſſion of my beſt rents, they were 


able to ſupply me with my own money. But what 


was worſe, when J looked into the ſecurities, there was: 


no clauſe of redemption. 


hard. 


John Bull, No oreat matter, for I cannot pay them: 
They had got a worſe trick than that; the ſame man 
bought and ſold to himſelf, paid the money, and gave 
the acquittance ; the ſame man was butcher and gra- 
fier, brewer and butler, cook and poulterer. There is 
' ſomething ſtill worſe than all this; there came twenty 
* bills upon me at once, which F had given money 
| to diſcharge; I was like to be pulled to pieces by 
brewer, butcher, and baker ; even my herb-woman 
dunned me as I went along the ſtreet. (Thanks to 
my friend fir Roger, elſe I muſt have gone to gaol.) 


When I aſked the meaning of this, I was told, the mo- 


ney went to the lawyers ; counſel won't tick, fir; Ho- 
cus was urging: my book-keeper (at ſotting all day, 


playing at put and all-fours in ſhort, by griping uſu- 


rers, devouring lawyers, and negligent ſervants, I am 


brought to this paſs, 


Mrs. Bull. No clauſe of redemption fay you? that 3 


i 
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Mrs. Bull. This was hard uſage ! but methinks, 
the leaſt reflection might have retrieved you. 

John Bull, It is true: yet confider my circum- 
ſtances ; my honour was engaged, and I did not know 
how to get out; beſides, I was for five years often 
drunk, always muddled; they carried me from tavern 
to tavern, to ale-houſes and brandy-ſhops, and brought 
me acquainted with ſuch ſtrange dogs! * There 
“goes the prettieſt fellow in the world, ſays one, for 
« managing a jury; make him yours. There's ano- 
< ther can pick you up witneſſes : ſerjeant ſuch-a-one 


“ has a ſilver tongue at the bar.” I believe, in time 1 
| ſhould have retainedevery ſingle perſon within the inns 


of courts. The night after a trial I treated the law- 
pers, their wives and daughters, with fiddles, hautboys, 
drums, and trumpets. I was always hot-headed ; 

then they placed me in the middle, their attornies and 
their clerks dancing about me, whooping, and hollow- 


ing, Long live Jobn Bull, the glory and ſupport of the 


a7: 
Mrs. Bull. Really, buſband, you went through a 
very notable courſe. _ 

John Bull. One of the things, that firſt 1 me, 


was || that they ſhewed a ſpite againſt my poor old mo- 


ther. Lord quoth I, what makes you ſo jealous of 


< a poor, old innocent gentlewoman, that minds only 


<< her prayers, and her practice of piety : ſhe never 


* meddles in any of your concerns?“ F oh, ſay they, 


ce to ſee a handſome, briſk, genteel, young fellow, ſo 


c much governed by a Joating old woman! why don't 


* Hiring fill more tro0ps, | 5 


— Railing againſt the church. bo 


© yOu 


Jo BULL. 


ce you go and ſuck the bubby ? Do you conſider ſhe 
« keeps you out of a good jointure? She has the beſt 
« of your eſtate ſettled upon her for a rent- charge: 
ce hang her, old thief, turn her out of doors, ſeize her 
cc land, and let her go to law if ſhe dares.” © Soft and 
&« fair, gentlemen, quoth I; my mother's my mother; 
e our family are not of an unnatural temper, Tho? I 
don't take all her advice, I won't ſeize her jointure ; 
wh long may ſhe enjoy it, good woman ; I don't erudoe 
« jt her, ſhe allows me now and then a brace of hun- 
* dreds for my law-ſuit ; that's pretty fair.” About 
this time the old gentlewoman fell ill of an & odd fort 
of a diſtemper; it began with a coldneſs and numbneſs 
in her limbs, which by degrees affected the nerves, 3 
think the phyſicians call hem) ſeized the brain, and at 
laſt ended in a lethargy. It betrayed itſelf at firſt in a 
ſort of indifference and careleſſneſs in all her actions, 
coldneſs to her beſt friends, and an averſion to ſtir or i 
go about the common offices of life, She, that was the 
cleanlieſt creature in the world, never ſhrunk now, if 
you ſet a cloſe- ſtool under her noſe. She, that would 
ſometimes rattle off her ſervants pretty ſharply, now, if 
| ſhe ſaw them drink, or heard them talk profanely, ne- 
ver took any notice of it. * Inſtead of her uſual chari- 
ties to deſerving perſons, ſhe threw away her money up- 
on roaring ſwearing bullies and beggars, that went a- 
bout the ſtreets. What is the matter with the old 
e gentlewoman, ſaid every body, ſhe never uſed to do 
ce in this manner ?” At + laſt the diſtemper grew more 
d Careleſſneſs in forms and dif- pled perſons, 
cipline. + The too violent 5 a- 


* Diſpoſing of (ok prefer- bout the fun. of the church, 
ments to libertine and unprinci- 225 


violent, : 
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violent, and threw ber downright into raving fits ; in 
which ſhe ſhrieked out ſo loud, that ſhe diſturbed the 
whole neighbourhood. In her fits ſhe called upon one 


Sir William: Oh! Sir Milliam, thou haſt betray- 
« ed me ! killed me ! ſtabbed me ! fold me to the 
c cuckold of Dover -/treet ! See, ſee, Clum with his 
cc bloody knife! ſeize him, ſeize him, ſtop him! Be- 


ce hold the fury with her billing ſnakes? Where's my | 
<« ſon John Is he well, is he well!] poor man, I pity 
ce him ;” and abundance more of ſuch firange ſtuff, 
that no-body could make any thing of, I knew lit= 


tle of the matter; for when I enquired about her health, 
the anſwer was, that“ ſhe was in a good moderate 


c way.” Phyſicians were ſent for in haſte : Sir Roper, 
with great difficulty, brought Raiclif; Garth came 


upon the firſt meſſage. There were ſeveral others 


called in; but, as uſual upon ſuch occaſions, they dif- 
fered ſtrangely at the conſultation. At laſt they divi- 


ded into two parties, one ſided with Garth, the other 


with Ratchff, || Dr. Garth, © This caſe ſeems to me 
ce to be plainly hyſterical ; the old woman is whim- 
ce ſical; it is a common thing for your old women to 
ce be ſo; I'll pawn my life, bliſters, with the ſteel diet, 


will recover her.” Others ſuggeſted ſtrong pur- 


ging, and letting of blood, becauſe the was plethorick. 


Some went ſo far as to ſay the old woman was mad, 


and nothing would be better than a little corporal cor- 
rection. Rateli V Gentlemen, you are miſtaken in 
this caſe; it is plainly an acute diſtemper, and ſhe . 


1 Sir William, a cant name * — Ca' tb, the Wwe party. 
Sir Humphry's for Lord Treaſurer Retc/ 75 tugh-burch party. 
515 in. 5 | 


"66 cannot 7 


« cannot hold out three days, unleſs ſhe is n. 


with ſtrong cordials,” I came into the room with a 
good deal of concern, and aſked them, what they 
thought of my mother? - In no manner of danger, I 
© yow to Gad, quoth Garth, the old woman is hyſteri- 


( cal, fanciful, Sir, I vow to Gad. Itell you, Sir, ſays 


« Ratcli V ſhe cannot live three days to an end, unleſs 


ce there is ſome very effeQual courſe taken with her; 

< ſhe has a malignant fever.“ Then fool, puppy, and 
blockhead were the beſt words they gave. I could 
hardly reſtrain them from throwing the ink-bottles at 
one another's heads. I forgot to tell you, that one par- 
ty of the phyſicians deſired, I would take my ſiſter Peg 
into the houſe to nurſe her, but the old gentlewoman 
would not hear of that. At laſt one phyſician aſked, 

if the lady had ever been uſed to take Laudanum ? Her 


| maid anſwered, not that ſhe knew ; but indeed there 


was a High German Liveryman of hers, one & Yan 
| Piſcbiruſoater, that gave her a ſort of quack- powder. 
The phyſician deſired to ſee it: Nay, ſays he, there 


is Opium in this, I am ſure,” 


Mrs. Bull. 1 dare you examined ; a little into this 


matter, 


Jaun Bull. 1 did dead, 5 1 8 a great 
* myſtery of iniquity. The witneſſes made oath, That 
they had heard ſome of the * Livery- men frequently 
railing at their miſtreſs, *© They ſaid; ſhe was a trouble- 
© ſome fiddle-faddle old woman, and fo ceremonious, 
that there was no bearing of her. They were ſo 


| * Yon gurl, a biſhop at chat time, a great dealert in polticks 
and phyfic 
= 2 clergy. 
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ce plagued with bowing and cringing as they went in 
and out of the room, that their backs ached. She 
< uſed to ſcold at one for his dirty ſhoes, at an- 
other for his greaſy hair, and not combing his head: 
e that ſhe was ſo paſſionate and fierv in her tem- 
per, that there was no living with her; ſhe want- 
« ed ſomething to ſweeten her blood: that they never 
& hada quiet night's reſt, for getting up in the morning 
cc to early ſacraments; they wiſhed they could find 
« ſome way or another to keep the old woman quiet 
< in her bed.” Such diſcourſes were often overheard 
among the Livery-men, while theſaid Yan Ptſchirnſooker 
| had undertook this matter. A maid made affidavit, 
That ſhe had ſeen the ſaid Yan Ptſchirnſooker, one of 
s the Livery-men, frequently making up of medicines, 
<« and adminiſtring them to all the neighbours ; that 
ce ſhe ſaw him one morning make up the powder, 
« which her miſtreſs took; that ſhe had the curioſity 
© to aſk him, whence he had the ingredients? They 
cc come, ſays he, from ſeveral parts of de world; dis I 
have from Geneva, dat from Rome, this white powder 
<« from Amſterdam, and the red from Edinburgh; but | 
© the chief ingredient of all comes from Turkey.” It 
was likewiſe proved, that the ſaid Yan Piſchirnſooler 
had been frequently ſeen at the Reſe with Fack, who 
was known to bear an inveterate ſpite to his miſtreſs : 
That he brought a certain powder to his miſtreſs, 
which theexaminant believes to be the ſame, and ſpoke 
the following words: Madam, here is grand ſecret 
c van de world, my ſweetening powder, it does tem- 
<« perate de humour, deſpel the windt, and cure de va- 
8 Furz it lulleth and quictet the animal ſpirits, pro- 

| BY curing 
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cc curing reſt and pleaſant dreams: it is de infallible 
"0 receipt for de ſcurvy, all heats in de blood, and break- 

<« ing out upon de ſkin: it is de true blood ſtancher, 

* ſtopping all fluxes of de blood: if you do take dis, 
you will never ail any ding; it will cure you of all 

« diſeaſes :” and abundance more to this purpoſe, 

which the examinant does not remember, 

Jon Burr was interrupted in his ſtory by a porter, 


| that brought him a letter rom Nicholas Frog, which is 


as follows. 
ISS PAK 
* Copy of Nic. Frog's letter to John Bull. 
5 [John Bull reads. | 
FRIEND JOHN, 


« HAT Schellum is this, that makes thee j jea- 
8 lous of thy old friend Nicholas? Haſt thou 


forgot how ſome years ago he took thee out of the + 


** ſpunging-houſe ? [Tig true my friend Nic. did 


| fo» and I thank him; but he made me pay a ſwinging 


reckoning. * Thou beginn'ſt now to repent thy bar- 
„gain, that thou waſt fo fond of; and, if thou durff, 
* would'ſt forſwear thy own hand and ſeal. Thou 
<« fay'ſt, that thou haſt purchaſed me too great an eſtate 
* already ; when, at the ſame time, thou know'ft I 
“have only a mortgage: tis true, I have poſſeſſion, and 


| © the tenants own me for maſter ; but has not Eſquire | 


South the equity of redemption ? ¶ No doubt, and will-. 
redeem it very ſpeedily ; poor Ni ic. Has ney poſſe Nun on, eleven 


* A letter from the 8—8 G—1. 
+ Alluding to the Revolution. 
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points of the law. ] As for the 4 turnpikes, I have ſet 
<< up, they are for other people, not for my friend 
C John; I have ordered my ſervant conſtantly to at- 


<< terd, to let thy carriages through without paying any 
_ © thing; only I hope thou wilt not come too heavy la- 


den to ſpoil my ways. Certainly I have juſt cauſe 
<* of offence againſt thee, my friend, for ſuppoſing it 


cc poſſible that thou and I ſhall ever quarrel : what 
c hounds-foot is it that puts theſe whims in thy head? 
<« Ten thouſand laſt of devils haul me, if I don't love 


< thee as I love my life. [ No queſtion, as the devil loves 
hily-water /] Does not thy own hand and ſeal oblige 
„ thee to purchaſe for me, till I ſay | it is enough ? Are 
ce not theſe words plain? I ſay it is not enough. Doſt 
thou think thy friend Nicholas Frog made a child's 
6 bargain * ? Mark the words of thy contract, Totd pe- 
e euma, with all thy money. ¶ Very well ! I have pur- 


chaſed with my own money, my children, and my grand- 


childrens money, is not that enough © Mell tota pecunia 


let it be, for at preſent I have none at all : he would not 
have me purchaſe with other people's money ſure ; ſince tota 
pecunia 18 the bargain, 1 think it is plain, no more money, 


no more purchaſe.] * And whatever the world may ſay, 
Nicholas Frog is but a poor man in compariſon of the 

rich, the opulent John Bull, great clothier of the 
<« world. I have had many loſſes, fix of my beſt ſheep 
«©. were drowned, and the water has come into my cel- 


< ar an pl pe of ny bel randy. e 
ebe a more friendly act in thee to carry a brief about 
the country to repair the loſſes of thy poor friend. 


_ & Is it not evident to all the world, that I am ſtill hem- 
1 The Dutch prohibition of trade. 
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cc med in by Lewis Baboon? Is he not juſt upon my 


borders? [ And ſo he will be, if I purchaſe a thouſand 


acres more, unleſs he get ſomebody betwixt them.] e tell 
ce thee, friend John, thou haſt flatterers, that perſuade 
cc thee that thou art a man of buſineſs ; do not believe 
« them : if thou would'ſt {till leave thy affairs in my 
« hands, thou ſnould'ſt ſee how handſomely] would deal 
ce by thee. That ever thou ſhould'ſt be dazzled with the 


s jnchanted iſlands, and mountains of gold, that old 


& Lewis promiſes thee ! Dſwounds ] why doſt thou not 
e lay out thy money to purchaſe a place at court, of 
ce honeſt 1jrael? I tell thee, thou mult not ſo much as 
ce think of a compoſition. [ Not think of a compoſition, 
that's hard indeed; I can't help thinking of it, if I would. ] 


Thou complain'ſt of want of money; let thy wife 
e and daughters burn the gold lace of their petticoats; 

<« ſell thy fat cattle ; z retrench but a firloin of beef 
| < and a peck-loaf in a week from thy gormandizing, 
| © gutts. | Ketrench my beef, a dog ! Retrench my beef? 4 
| then it is plain the raſcal has an ill deſign upon me, he 


would ſtarve me.] Mortgage thy manor of OT + 


Hatch, or pawn thy crop for ten years. [A rogue! 
part with my country-ſeat, my patrimony, all that I have 


left in the world; Tl ſee him hanged firſt. ] Why haſt 
thou changed thy attorney? Can any man manage 
e thy cauſe better for thee ? [ery pleaſant ! becauſe a 
man has a good attorney, he muſt never make an end of 
bis law-ſuit.] * Ah John John! Iwiſh thou knew'ſt 
thy own mind; thou art as fickle as the wind. I 
< tell thee, thou hadſt better let this n alone, 


Loving ſriend, - 
„N J 0. F R O G. 5 
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CHAP, X. 


Of ſome extraordinary * things, that paſſed at the Saluta- 
tion tavern, in the conference between Bull, Frog, 
Eſquire South, and Lewis Baboon. 


F RO G had given his word, that he would meet 
the above-mentioned company at the Salutation 
to talk of this agreement. Though he durſt not di- 
rectly break his appointment, he made many a ſhuf- 
fling excuſe; one time he pretended to be ſeized with 
the gout in his right knee; then he got a great cold, that 
had ſtruck him deaf of one ear; afterwards two of his 
coach-horſes fell ſick, and he durſt not go by water for 
fear of catching an ague. John would take no excuſe, 
but hurried him away: Come, Nic. ſays he, let's go 
ce and hear at leaſt what this old fellow has to propoſe! 
<« hope there's no hurt in that. Be it ſo, guoth 
« Nic. but if I catch any harm, woe be to you ; my 
c wife and children will curſe you as long as they live.” 
When they were come to the Salutation, John conclu- 
ded all was ſure then, and that he ſhould be troubled no 
more with law affairs; he thought every body as plain 
and ſincere as he was. Well neighbours, quoth he, 
e let's now make an end of all matters, and live peace- 
« ably together for the time to come; if every body is 
as well inclined as I, we ſhall quickly come to the 
e upſhot of our affair.” And ſo pointing to Frag to ſay 
ſomething, to the great ſurprize of all the company, 


| The treaty of Utrecht: the French dation i in their propoſals. 
Jifficulty to get them to meet. The houſe of Auſtria talked very ; 
When met, the Dutch would not high, | 

peak their ſentiments, nor the 


Fro 


c have? ſay ſomething or another. 


JOHN BULL. 85 


Frog was ſeized with a dead palſy in the tongue. John 


began to aſk him ſome plain queſtions, and whooped 
and hallowed in his ear. Let's come to the point, 
&«& Nic! Who wouldeſt thou have to be Lord Strut ? 


„ Wouldeſt thou have Philip Baboon? Nic. ſhook 


his head, and ſaid nothing.“ Wilt thou then have 


_«« Eſquire South to be Lord Strutt? Nic. ſhook his 


head a ſecond time. Then who the devil wilt thou 
Nic. opened his 
mouth and pointed to his tongue, and cried, “ A, * 
«a, a!“ which was as much as to ſay, he could not 


| ſpeak. John Bull.] * Shall I ſerve Philip Baboon with 


* broad-cloth, and accept of the compoſition that 
cc he offers, with the liberty of his parks and fiſh- 


c ponds?” Then Nic. roared like a bull, O, o, o, o!“ 
 Tebn Bull.] “If thou wilt not let me have them, wilt 
thou take them thyſelf ?”? Then Nic. grinned, cack- 


led, and laughed, till he was like to kill himſelf, and 
ſeemed to be ſo pleaſed, that he fell a friſking and dan- 
cing about the room. John Bull.] Shall I leave all 


this matter to thy management, Nic. and go about 
© my buſineſs ?” Then Nic. got up a glaſs, and dran 


to John, ſhaking him by the hand, till he had like to 
have ſhook his ſhoulder out of joint. Fohn Bull.] “ I 


«* underſtand thee, Nic. but I ſhall make thee ſpeak 


< before I go.” Then Nic. put his finger in his cheek, 


and made it cry Buck ; which was as much as to ſay, 
T care not a farthing 85 thee. John Bull.] *I have 
* done, Nic. if thou wilt not ſpeak, I'll make my own 


ce terms with old Lewis here.” Then Nic. lolled out 


his tongue, and turned up his bum to him; which was 
AS much as 2 lay, Kiſs, — - = 
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John perceiving that Frog would not ſpeak, turns to 
old Lewis : Since we cannot make this obſtinate fel. 
& low ſpeak, Lewis, pray condeſcend a little to his hu- 
* mour, and ſet down thy meaning upon paper, that 
« he may anſwer it in another ſcrap. 

« Tam infinitely ſorry, quoth Lewis, that it happens ſo 
< unfortunate]y ; for playing a little at cudgels Yother 
< day, a fellow has given me ſuch a rap over the right- 
arm, that I am quite Jame : I have loſt the uſe ofmy 
„ fore-finger and my thumb, lo that Ieannot hold my 
or pen. 

John Bull. oo That 8 all one, let me write for 
* you. 

Lewis, But I 3 a 8 that 1 cannot 
ce read any body's hand but my own. 
John Bull. Try what you can do with your left · 
* hand. ---. 
© Lewis. That's impoſlible ; it will make ſuch 2 
© ſcrawl, that it will not be legible. _ : 
As they were talking of this matter, in came + Ef 
quire South, all dreſſed up in feathers and ribbons, ftark 
| ſtaring mad, brandiſhing his ſword, as if he would have 
cut off their heads; crying, Room, room, boys, for 
« the grand aui of the world ! the flower of Eſ- 
T ſquires ! ! What! covered in my preſence ? Tl cruſh | 
« your ſouls, and crack you like lice !” With that he 
had like to have ſtruck John Bull's hat into the fire; 
but John, who was pretty ſtrong⸗ fiſted, gave him ſuch 
a ſqueeze as made his eyes water. He went on ſtill in 
his mad pranks; When J am Lord of the Univerſe, 


1 The Archduke was 1 be- unanimouſly. elected upon the 
dome erer of Germany; being death of Jae the firſt. | 
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cc -ahe ſun ſhall proſtrate and adore DE Thou, Frog, 


ce ſhalt be my bailiff; Lewis my taylor; and thou, 


« Jobn Bull, ſhalt be my fool.” 

All this while Frog laughed in his ſleeve, gave the 
Eſquire t other noggan of brandy, and clapped him on 
the back, which made him ten times madder. 

Poor John ſtood in amaze, talking thus to himſelf: 
& Well John, thou art got into rare company! One has 
« a dumb devil, t'other a mad devil, and the third a 
« ſpirit of infirmity. An honeſt man has a fine time 


<.on't among ſuch rogues. What art thou aſking of 
ce them, after all? Some mighty boon one would 
c think! only to fit quietly at thy own fire-ſide. 


„ Sdeath, what have I to do with ſuch fellows ! John 
& Bull, after all his loſſes and croſſes, can live better 


cc without them, than they can without bim. Would 


© to God I lived a thouſand leagues off them ! but the 
« devil's in't, John Bull i is in, and Jeln Bull muſt get 


& gut as well as he can.“ 


As he was talking to himſelf, he obſerved Frog and 


old Lewis edging * towards one another to whiſper; ſo 


that John was forced to fit with his arms a- -kimbo, to 


keep them aſunder. 
Some people adviſed John to blood | Frag under eh 


tongue, or take away his bread and butter, which 


would certainly make him ſpeak ; to give Eſquire 


South hellebore ; as for Lewis, ſome were for emollient 


32 others for opening bis arm n with an inciſion- 


 ® Some attempts of ſecret negotiation between the French and 
? the Dutch, | | 
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38 THE HISTORY OF 
*CHAP. XI. 


The apprehending, examination, and impriſonment of. 


Jack for fu uſpicion of poiſoning, 


Tur attentive reader cannot have forgot, that 


the ſtory of Yan Plſebirnſooter's powder was 


interrupted by a meſſage from Frog. I have a natu- 


ral compaſſion for curioſity, being much troubled 
with the diſtemper myſelf; therefore to gratify that 
uneaſy itching ſenſation in my reader, I have pro- 
cured the following account of that matter. 

Tan Piſchirnſocker came off (as rogues uſually do 
upon ſuch occaſions) by peaching his partner ; and, 
being extremely forward to bring him to the allows, 
+ Jack was accuſed as the contriver of all the roguery. 
And indeed it happened unfortunately for the poor 
fellow, that he was known to bear a moſt inveterate 
ſpight againſt the old gentlewoman ; and conſequent- 


ly, that never any ill accident happened to her, but 


he was ſuſpected to be at 


The receiving the holy ſa- 


crament as adminifired by the 
church of England once at leaſt 
in every year, having been made 
a neceſſary qualification for pla- 
ces of truſt and profit, many of 
the Diſſenters came to the altar 
merely for this purpoſe. A bill 
to prevent this practice had been 
three times brought into the houſe 


and rejected, under the title of A 


bill to prevent occaſional conformity. 
But the Earl of Nettirgham ha- 
ving brought it in a fourth time 
under another name, and with 

che addition of ſuch clauſes as 


the bottom of it. 


and to be a further ſecurity to the 


| Proteſtant ſucceſſion, the Whigs, 


whoſe cauſe the Earl then appeared 
to eſpouſe, were perſuaded to con- 


cur; ſome, becauſe they were in- 


deed willing that the bill ſhould 
paſs, and others, becauſe they be- 


lieved the Earl of Oxford would at 


laſt procure it to be thrown out. 
The four following chapters 
contain the hiſtory of this tranſ- 
action. 

+ All the misfortunes of the 
church charged Fs: the * 
terian party. 


pricked 


If ſhe | 


were ſaid to enlarge the toleration, 


the way: if ſome noiſe in the ſtreet diſturbed her reſt, 
who could it be but ack in ſome of his nocturnal 
rambles ? If a ſervant ran away, Jack had debauch- 
ed him: every idle tittle-tattle that went about, 


Jack was always ſuſpected for the author of it : how- 
ever, all was nothing to this laſt affair of the tempe- - 


rating, moderating powder, 


The hue and cry went after Jack to apprehend 


him dead or alive, where-ever he could be found. 


The conſtables looked out for him in all his uſual 
haunts; but to no purpoſe. Where d'ye think they 


found him at laſt? Even ſmoaking his pipe very 
quietly at his brother Martin's; from whence he 
| was carried with a vaſt mob at his heels before the 
worſhipful Mr. juſtice Overdo. Several of his neigh- 
| bours made oath, * that of late the priſoner had 
been obſerved to lead a very diſſolute life, renoun- 
cing even his uſual hypocriſy, and pretences to ſo- 


briety : : that he frequented taverns and eating- houſes, - 
and had been often guilty of drunkenneſs and gluttony 
| at my lord-mayor's table : that he had been ſeen in 
the company of lewd women: that he had transſer- 
red his uſual care of the engroſſed copy of his ſa- 
ther's will, to bank bills, orders for tallies, and de- 
bentures : theſe he now affirmed, with more lite- 
ral truth, to be I meat, drink, and cloth, the philoſo- 
pher's ſtone, and the univerſal medicine: that he was 
ſo far from ſhewing his cuſtomary reverence to the 


* * The r manners of the Diſſen- + Dealing ch i in ock Job- 


ters changed from their former * 
friftneſs, — El. | its 4 Tale of a 2 SDA 


will, 
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pricked her finger, ack, to be ſure, laid the pin in 
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20:7], that he kept company with thoſe, that 1 
his father a cheating rogue, and his will a forgery * 
that he not only fat quietly and heard his father rail. 
ed at, but often chimed in with the diſcourſe, and 
hugged the authors as his boſom friends: + That in- 
flead of aſking for blows at the corners of the ſtreets, 
he now beſtowed them as plentifully as he begged 
them before. In thort, that he was grown a mere: 
rake: and had nothing left in him of old Jack, ex- 
cept his ſpight to Jon Bulls mother. 

Another witneſs made oath, That Jack had hows 
overheard bragging of a ; trick he had found out to 
manage the old formal fade; as he uſed to call her. 
« Damn this numb-ſkull of mine, guoth he, that 
« could not light on it ſooner. As long as I go in 
„this ragged tattered coat, I am ſo well bonn, 
4e that I am hunted away from the old woman's door 
by every darking cur about the houſe; they bid me 
« deaance. There's no doing miſchief as an open 
« enemy, I mult find ſome way or other of getting 
« within doors, and then J ſhall have better oppor- 
44 tunities of playing my pranks, delle the benent 
4 of good keeping.” 

| Two witneſtes ſwore, that Gere! years 280 
there came to their miſtreſs's door a young fellow in 
aà tattered coat, that went by the name of Timotihn 
Trim, whom they did in their conſcience believe to 
* the Ley priſoner, reſembling him in ſhape, ſta- 
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* FEM ies with Deifts 2nd conformity. 
Atheiſt. | | Betraying the intereſt of the 
1 Tale of a Tub. oh church, when got into prefer- 
I Getting into places and ments, 
church preferments 5; occaſional 
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ture, 


ture, and the features of his countenance : that the 
ſaid Timothy Trim being taken into the family, clap- 


ped their miſtreſs's livery over his own tattered coat: 


that the ſaid Timothy was extremely officious about 


their miftreſs's perſon, endeavouring by Battery and 


tale-bearing to ſet her againſt the reſt of the ſervants : 
no-body was ſo ready to fetch any thing that was 
wanted, to reach what was dropt : that he uſed to 


ſhove and elbow his fellow-ſervants to get near his 
miſtreſs, eſpecially when money was a paying or re- 
ceiving; then he was never out of the way : that he 

was extremely diligent about every body's buſineſs, 
but his own : that the ſaid Timothy, while he was 
in the family, uſed to be playing roguiſh tricks; 


when his miſtieſs's back was turned, he would loll 
out his tongue, make mouths, and laugh at her, 
walking behind her like Harlequin, ridiculing her 


motions and geſlures; but if his miſtreſs looked 


about, he put on a grave, demure countenance, as 
if he had been in a fit of devotion: that he uſed 


often to trip up ſtairs ſo ſmoothly, that you could not 
hear bim tread, and put all things out of order: 
that he would pinch the children and ſervants, when 


he met them in the dark, ſo hard, that he left the 
print of his fore-finger and his thumb in black and 


blue, and then ſlink into a corner, as if no-body had 
done it: out of the ſame malicious deſign he uſed to 


lay chairs and joint-ſtools in their way, that they 


might break their noſes by falling over them: the 
more young and unexperienced he uſed to teach to 
talk ſaucily, and call names: during his ſtay in the 
Emig, there was much plate miſfing: being catched 
with 
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with a couple of filver ſpoons in his pocket, wich 


their handles wrenched off, he ſaid, he was only go- 
ing to carry them to the goldſmith's to be mended ; 
that the ſaid Timothy was hated by all the honeſt ſer- 
vants for his ill-conditioned, ſplenetick tricks, but 
eſpecially for his flanderous tongue ; traducing them 


to their miſtreſs, as Crunkards, thieves, and whore- 


maſters : that the ſaid Timothy by lying ſtories uſed 
to ſet all the family together by the ears, taking de- 
light to make them fight and quarrel * particularly 
one day ſitting at table, he ſpoke words to this effect: 


e Þ am of opinion, guoth he, that little ſhort fellows, 
s ſych as we are, have better hearts, and could beat 


e the tall fellows ? I with it came to a fair trial; I 
<« believe theſe long fellows, as ſightly as they are, 


4 ſhould find their jackets well thwacked.“ 


A parcel of tall fellows, who thought themſelves 
affronted by the diſcourſe, took up the quarrel, and 


to't they went, the tall men and the low men, which 


continues {till a faction in the family to the great diſ- 


order of our miſtreſs's affairs: the ſaid Timothy car- 
ried this frolick ſo far, that he propoſed to his miſ- 


treſs, that ſhe ſhould entertain no ſervant, that was 
above four feet ſeven inches high ; and ſor that pur- 
poſe had prepared a gage, by which they were to 
be meaſured. The good old gentlewoman was not 
ſo ſimple, as to go into his project; ſhe began to 


ſmell a rat. This Tim, quot hh ſhe, is an odd fort 


« of a fellow ; methinks he makes a ſtrange figure 
6 with that razed, tattered coat, appearing under 


* The original of the GifinAion | in the names of Low-church- 
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« his livery ; can't he go ſpruce and clean, like the 
<« reſt of the ſervants ? the fellow has a roguith leer 


ce with him, which I don't like by any means; be- 


c ſides, he has ſuch a twang in his diſcourſe, and an 


&« ungraceful way of ſpeaking through the noſe, 


ce that one can hardly underſtand 8 ; I wiſh the 


cc fellow be not tainted with ſome bad diſeaſe,” The 


witneſſes farther made oath, that the faid Timothy lay 
out a-nights, and went abroad often at unſeaſonable 
hours; and it was credibly reported, he did buſineſs 
in 2nother family : that he pretended to have a ſquea- 
miſh ſtomach, and could not eat at table with the reſt 


of the ſervants, though this was but a pretence to 
provide ſome nice bit for himſelf ; that he refuſed to 
dine upon falt-hſh, only to have an opportunity to 
eat a calf's head (his favourite diſh) in private; that 
for all his tender ſtomach, when he was got by him- 
felf, he could devour capons, turkeys, and ſirloins of 


beef, like a cormorant. 
Two other witneſſes gave the fallowing . - 


That in his officious attendance upon his miſtreſs, he ' 


had tried to flip a powder into her drink : and that 


he was once catched endeavouring to ſtifle her with 
a pillow as ſhe was afleep : that he and Prſchirnſooker 
were often in cloſe conference, and that they uſed to 


drink together at the Roſe, where it ſeems he was 
well enough known by his true name of Jack. 
The priſoner had little to ſay in his defence; he 


endeavoured to prove him{elf Alibi; fo that the trial 
upon this ſingle queſtion, whether the ſaid Timothy 
Trim and Jack were the ſame perſon ; which was 
proved by ſuch plain tokens and particularly by a 

mos 
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mole under the left pap, that there was no with- 


ſtanding the evidence; therefore the worſhipful Mr. 


JENS committed him, in order to his trial. 


CHA P. XII. 
Tow Jack s friends came to viſit him in riſen, and. 


What advice they gave him. 


ACK hitherto had paſied in the world toe a 


poor, ſimple, well-meaning, half witted, crack- 


ee fellow. People were ſtrangely (aroriaed to find. 


him in ſuch a roguery ; that he ſhould diſguiſe him- 


ſelf under a falſe name, hire himſelf out for a fervant 
to an old gentlewoman, only for an opportunity to 


poiſon her. They ſaid, that it was more generous 
to profeſs open enmity, than under a profound diſ- 
{imulation to be guilty of ſuch a ſcandalous breach of 


_ truſt, and of the ſacred rights of hoſpitality. In ſhort, 


the action was univerſally condemned by his beſt 


friends; they told him in plain terms, that this was 


come as a judgment upon him for his looſe liſe, his 
gluttony, drunkenneſs, and avarice, for Jaying aſide 


bis father's 2 in an old mouldy trunk, and turning 


ſtock. jobber, news-monger, and buſy-body, med- 


dling with other people's affairs, ſhaking off his old 


ſcrious friends, and keeping company with buffoons 


and pick- pockets, his father's ſworn enemies: that 


he had beſt throw himſelf upon the mercy of the 
court; repent and change bis manners. To ſay 


truth, Fack heard theſe diſcourſes with ſome compunc- 
tion; en he reſolved to try what his new ac- 


quain- 


quaintance would do for him: 8 ſent + Habbak- 
| kuk Slyboots, who delivered him the following meſ- 


f ſage, as the e commands of his cruſty com- 


| panions. 


Habbakkuk. Dear Fact, L am ſorry, ſor thy miſ- 


fortune: matters have not been carried on with due 


ſecrecy; however we muſt make the beſt of a bad 


i bargain: thou art in the utmoſt jeopardy, that's 


certain: hang, draw, and quarter, are the gentleſt 


| things they te of. However, thy faithful Ne, 
ever "watchful for thy ſecurity, bid me tel] thee, that 

| they have one infailible expedient leit to fave thy 
| life : thou muſt know, we have got into ſome un- 
| derſtanding with the enemy, by the means of Don 


Diego; he aſſures us there is no mercy for thee, and 


| that chere is only one way left to eſcape ; it is indeed 
| ſomewhat out of the common road; however, be aſ- 
| ſured it is the reſult of inoſt mature deliberation. 


Fack, Prithee tell me quickly, for my heart is 


| ſunk down into the very bottom of my belly. 
Hab. It is the unanimous opinion of your friends, 


that you + make as if you harged yourſelf ; they will 
| give it out that you are quite dead, and convey your 
body out of priſon in a bier ; and John Bull, being 


buſied with his lam: ſuit, will not enquire further 1 into 
the matter. 


Tack. How dye mean, make as if I hanged Fey 
ſelf ? 


* Habbakkuk Slyboote, a certain ing ſor their intereſt. 
great man who perſuaded the + Conſent to the bill again 
Diſſenters to conſent to the bill occofionel conformity, 
gant att 111 Ae „ 2s 1585 | | 
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Hab. Nay, you muſt really hang yourſelf up, in 
a true genuine rope, that there may appear no trick! in 
it, and leave the reſt to your friends. 

Fact. Truly this is a matter of ſome concern; 
and my friends, I hope, won't take it ill, if I en- 
quire a little into the means by which they intend to 
deliver me : a rope and a nooſe a are no Kune mat- 
ters ! 

Hab. Why ſo miſtruſiful ? haſt thou ever found 
us falſe to thee ? 1 tell thee, there is one Fay to cut 
thee down. 

Fack. May 1 preſume to aſk who it is, that is en- 


| truſted with fo important an office? 


Hab. Is there no end of thy how's and thy WIE 


That's a ſecret. 


Jack. A ſecret, perhaps, that I may be ſafely 


_ truſted with, for I am not like to tell it again. I tell 

you plainly, it is no ſtrange thing for a man, before 
he hangs himſelf up, to en who is to cut him 
down. 


Hab. Thou ſuſpicious creature! If thou muſt 
needs know it, I tell thee it is * Sir Roger - he has 
been in tears ever ſince thy misfortune. Don Diego 
and we have laid it fo, that he is to be in the next 


room, and before the rope is well about thy neck, 


reſt ſatisfied, he will break in and cut thee down ; 


fear not, old boy; we'll do it, I'll warrant thee. 
Jack. So I muſt hang myſelf up, upon hopes 
dir Se will cut me down, ne all this upon the 


* It was given out that the credit with the Tories x and the 


| Far] of Oxford would oppoſe the Diſſenters did believe he would 
| eccaſional bill, and ſo lote his not ſuffer it to paſs, | 


| credit 


1 UW 
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eredit of Don Diego a fine ſtratagem indeed to fave 
my life, that depends upon hanging, Don Diego, and 


Sir 580 


Hab. I tell thee there is a myſtery in all this, my 
| friend, a piece of profound policy; if thou kneweſt 


what good this will do to the common cauſe, thy heart 


would leap for joy : I am ſure thou wouldſt not delay 


the experiment one moment. 


| Fack. This is to the tune of All for the better. 
| What's your cauſe to me, when I am hanged? 
Hab. Refractory mortal! If thou wilt not truſt 
| thy friends, take what follows; know aſſuredly, be- | 


fore next full-moon, that thou wilt be hung up in 
chains, or thy quarters perching upon the moſt con- 


ſpicuous places of the kingdom. Nay, I don't believe 


they will be contented with hanging ; they talk of em- 


| paling, or breaking on the wheel; and thou chuſeſt 


that, before a gentle ſuſpending of thyſelf for one mi- 
nute. Hanging is not ſo painful a thing as thou ima- 
gineſt. I have ſpoke with ſeveral, that have under- 


gone it; they all agree it is no manner of uneaſineſs : 
be ſure thou take good notice of the ſymptoms, the 

relation will de curious. It is but a kick or two with 
thy heels, and a wry mouth or fo: Sir Roger will be 


with thee in the twinkling of an eye. 


Jack. But what if Sir Roger ſhould not come; 5 | 


will my friends be there to ſuccour me? 


Hab. Doubt it not; I will provide every thing 
againſt to-morrow morning: do thou keep thy own 


ſecret; ſay nothing: I tell thee, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the common good, that thou ſhouldf 90 
e this operation. | 
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CHAP. XIII. 

How Jack hanged himſelf up by the perſuaſion of his 
friends, who broke their words, and tft his nick in 
the nooſe, 


J ACK was a profeſſed enemy to implicit faith, and 


yet I dare ſay it was never more ſtrongly exerted, 
nor more baſely abuſed, than upon this occaſion. He 
was now with his old friends, in the ftate of a poor 
diſbanded officer after a peace, or rather a wounded 
ſoldier after a battle; like an old favourite of a cunning 


miniſter, after the job is over; or a decayed beauty 
to a cloyed lover in queſt of new game; or like a hun- 
dred ſuch things, that one ſees every day. There 
were new intrigues, new views, new projects on foot; 


* Jack's life was the purchaſe of Diego's friendſhip, 


much good may it do them. The intereſt of Hocus i 
and Sir William Crawley, which was now more at heart, 


made this operation upon poor Fack abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary. You may eaſily gueſs, that his reſt that night 
was but ſmall, and much diſturbed; however, the 
remaining part of his time he did not employ (as 
bis cuſtom was formerly) in prayer, meditation, 
or ſinging a double verſe of a pſalm; but amuſed him- 


ſelf with diſpoſing of his bank ftock. Many a doubt, 
many a qualm, overſpread his clouded imagination : 


% Muſt I then,” quoth he, «hang up my own 5 
& nal, natural, individual ſelf, with theſe two hands 


64 Durus Sermo ! What if I ſhould be cut down, as 


pe Earl of No tingham bill one '6f the conditions of his 


made the concurrence of the engaging in their cauſe, 
Whigs te bring in and carry this 


« my 
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e my friends tell me? There is ſomething infamous 
© in the very attempt; the world will conclude, I 


„ had a guilty conſcience, Is it poſſible that good 
© man, Sir Roger, can have fo much pity upon an 
© unfortunate ſcoundre], that has perſecuted him ſo 
© many years? No, it cannot be; I don't love fa- 


cc vours that paſs through Don Diego's hands. On 


© the other fide, my blood chills about my heart at 
ce the thought of theſe rogues, with their bloody hands 
| © orabbling in my guts, and pulling out my very en- 
| © trails: hang it, for once Þll truſt my friends.” So 
| Tack reſolved ; but he had done more wiſely to have 
put himſelf upon the trial of his country, and made 
his defence in form; many things happen between the 
cup and the lip; witneſſes might have been bribed, 
juries managed, or proſecution ſtopped. But ſo it 
was, 7ack for this time had a ſufficient ſtock of im- 
plicit faith, which led him to his ruin, as the "__ | 


of the ſtory ſhews. 
And now the fatal day was come, in which he was 


to try this hanging experiment. His friends did not 
fail him at the appointed hour to fee it put in practice. 


Habbakkuk brought him a ſmooth, ſtrong, tough rope, 


made of many a ply of wholeſome Scandinavian hemp, 
compactly twiſted together, with a nooſe that ſlipt as 
lib as a bird-catcher's gin. Jack ſhrunk and grew 
pale at firſt fight of it; he handled it, he meaſured it, 
ſtretched it, fixed it againſt the iron bar of the window _ 


to try its ſtrength ; but no familiarity could reconcile 
him to it, He found fault with the length, the thick- 
neſs, and the twiſt 3 nay, the very colour did not 


pleaſe him. Will nothing leſs than hanging ſerve, 


2: „ guath 
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cc guoth Fack, won't my enemies take bail for my good 


behaviour? Will they accept of a fine, or be ſatiſ- 
e fied with the pillory and impriſonment, a good 
round whipping, or burning in the cheek ?” 


Hab. Nothing but your blood will appeaſe their 


rage; make haſte, elſe we ſhall be diſcovered. There's 


nothing like ſurprizing the rogues: how they will be 
diſappointed, when they hear that thou haſt e 
their revenge, and hanged thine own ſelf ? 


Tack, That's true; but what if I ſhould do it in 


effigies? Is there never an old Pope or Pretender to 
hang up in my Read | ? we are not tlo unlike but i it may 
_ pals. 

Hab. That can never be put upon \ Sir Roger. 
 Fack, Are you ſure he is in the next room? Have 


you provided a very — — 0 in caſe of the 


worſt? 

Hab. Doſt 5 me for” a common Iyar ; be e fatif 
fied, no damage can happen to your perſon ; your 
friends will take care of that. 
 Fack, Mayn't I quilt my rope? It galls my neck 


ſtrangely: beſides, I don't like this running knot, it 


holds too tight; I may be ſtifled all of a ſudden. 


Hab. Thou haſt ſo many 's and and's; prithee | 


diſpatch 1 ; it might have been over before this time. 

Jack. But, now I think on't, I would fain ſettle 
| ſome affairs, for fear of the wortt : have a little Þ8- 
tience. 


Hab. There's no 1 patience, thou art fuck 2 


| faintling, ſilly creature. 


Jack, O thou moſt deteſtable, TART R paſſe 2 


obedience / did Jever l ſhould become thy vo- 


tary 
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tary in ſo pregnant an inſtance Row will my brother 
Martin laugh at this ſtory, to ſee him, elf outdone in 
his own calling ? He has taken the Jour i e, and left 
me the practice. . 

No ſooner had he uttered theſe ..-rds, but, like a 
man of true courage, he tic tÞ+ fatal co: to the , 
fitted the nooſe, and mounted Hon the hottor of a 


tub, the inſide of which he bad often gπ ed in bis 


proſperous days. This tootſtoo! Habbat 4% kicked 


away, and left poor Fact ſwinging. like the pendulum 


of Paul's clock, The fatal nooſe perform” d its - Ace, 
and with the moſt ſtrict ligature ſqueezed the blood in- 
to his face, till it aſſumed a purple dye. While the 
poor man heaved from the very bottom of his belly for 
breath, Habbaktuk walked with great deliberation into 
both the upper and lower room to acquaint his friends, 
who received the news with great temper, and with 
jeers and fcoffs inſtead of pity. ** Jack has hanged 
<« himſelf, queth they! let us go and ſee how the poor 
« rogue ſwings.” Then they called Sir Roger. Sir 

« Roger, quoth Habbakkuk, Tack has hanged himſelf, 


* make haſte and cut him down.” Sir Leer turned 
firſt one ear, and then t other, not underſtanding what 


he ſaid. 


Hab. I tell you, Jack has hanged himſelf UP. 
Sir Roger. Who O hanged 1 ? 
Hab. Fack. 566% Tar 
Sir Roger. I thought this had not been hanging day. 
Hab. But the poor fellow has hanged himſelf. 
Sir Roger, Then let him hang. L don't wonder at 


it, the fellow has been mad theſe twenty years. With 


this he ſlunk away. 
2 Then 
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Then Fac#'s friends began to hunch and puſh 
one another, Why don't you go, and cut the 
c poor fellow down ? Why don't you? And why 
“ don't you? Not I, quoth one; Not I, gquoth 
another; Not I, quoth a third; he may hang 
& till doomſday before I relieve bim.” Nay, it is 
credibly reported, that they were ſo far from ſuccour- 
ing their poor friend in this diſmal circumſtance, that 
Piſchirnſooter and ſeveral of his companions went in and 
pulled him by the legs, and thumped him on the breaſt. 
Then they began to rail at him for the very thing, 
which they had adviſed and juſtified before, viz. his 
getting into the old gentlewoman's family, and putting 
on her livery. The keeper, who performed the laſt 
office, coming up, found Fack ſwinging with no life 
in him; he took down the body gently, and laid it 
on a bulk, and brought out the rope to the company. 
« This, gentlemen, is the rope that hanged Fact; 
„ what muſt be done with it?“ Upon which they or- 
dered it to be laid among the curioſities * of Gre/ham- 
college, and it is called Fack's rope to this very day. 
However, Fac# after all had ſome ſmall tokens of 
life in him, but lies at this time paſt hope of a total 
recovery, with his head hanging on one ſhoulder, with- 
out ſpeech or motion. The coroner's inqueſt, ſuppo- 
ſing him to be dead, brought him in Non Compos. 


* Since removed with the Royal Society into Crane-Court in 
F. leet- -ftr et. | | 
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CHAP. XIV. 
The conference between Don Diego and John Bull, 


URING the time of the foregoiog; wanne 
tions, Don Diego was entertaining Fobn Bull, = 
D. Diego. I hope, Sir, this day's proceeding will 


| convince you of the fincerity of your old Fiend Diego, 
and the treachery of Sir Xoger. 


J. Bull. What's the matter now / 


D. Diego. You have been endeauvouring for feveral 
| years to have juſtice done upon that rogue Fack ; but 
what through the remilſe(s of conſtables, juſtices, 


and packed juries, he has always found the means to 
eſcape. 


FJ. Bull. What then ? 


D. Diego. Conſider then, who is your beſt friend; 


he that would have brought him to condign puniſh- 
ment, or he that has ſaved him. By my perſuaſion 
Tack had hanged himſelf, if Sir Roger had not cut 
him down. 
F. Bull. Who told you that Sir Roger a done ſo? 
D. Diego. You ſeem to receive me coldly ; me- 
thinks my ſervices deſerve a better return. 


F. Bull. Since you value yourſelf upon ay this 


poor ſcoundrel, I tell you, when T have any more hang- 


ing-work, VII ſend for thee: I have ſome better employ- 


ment for Sir Roger : In the mean time, I defire the poor 


fellow may be looked after. When he firſt came out 
of the North country into my family, under the pre- 
tended name of Timothy Trim, the fellow ſeemed to 


mind his loom and his ſpinning- wheel, till ſomebody 
turned his head ; then he grew ſo pragmatical, that 


H 4. he 
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he took upon him the government of my whole fami- 
ly: I could never order any thing within or without 


doors, but he muſt be always giving his counſel, for- 


ſooth : nevertheleſs, tell him, I will forgive what is 

_ paſt; and, if he would mind his buſineſs for the future, 

and not meddle out of his own ſphere, he will hind, 
that John Bull is not of a cruel diſpoſition. 

D. Diego. Yet all your ſkilful phyſicians ſay, that 
nothing can recover your rnd but a piece of Jes: 8 


liver boiled in her ſoup. 


F. Bull. Thoſe are quacks: my mother abhors 
ſuch Cannibal's ſood: ſhe is in perſect health at pre- 


ſent : I would have given many a good pound to have 


had her ſo well ſome time ago. * There are indeed 
two or three troubleſome old nurſes, that, becauſe they 


believe I am tender-hearted, will never Jet me have a : 
quiet night's reſt with knocking me up : Oh, Sir, 
your mother is taken extremely ill! ſhe is fallen 


< into a fainting fit! ſhe has a great emptineſs, wants 
„ ſuſtenance!” This is only to recommend them- 


ſelves for their great care: John Bull, as s ſimple: as he 
is, underſtands a little of a pulſe. | 


C H A P. XV. . 
The ſequel of the meeting at the + Salutation. 


7 HERE I think I left John Bull, ſitting be- 


tween Nic. Frog and Lewis Baboon, with his 


5 Arm- vibe in great concern to keep Leis and 


Nic. aſunder. As watchful as he was, Nic. found the 


* New clamours about the danger of the church. 
T Al the congrels of Utrecht, 


A my — © awd ry 


means 
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means now and then to ſteal a whiſper, and by a 
cleanly conveyance under the table to ſlip a ſhort note 
into Lewis's hand 5 which Lewis as ſly put into John's 


pocket, with a pinch or a jog, to warn him what he 


was about. Fohn had the curioſity to retire into a 


corner to peruſe theſe * Hillet-doux of Nic's; wherein 
he found, that Nic. had uſed great freedoms both with 
his intereſt and reputation. One contained theſe words: 
«© Dear Lewis, Thou ſeeſt clearly, that this block- 
c head can never bring his matters to bear: let thee 
ce and me talk to-night by ourſelves at the Re, and 


& I'll give thee ſatisfation.” Another was thus ex- 
preſſed : Friend Lew:s, Has thy ſenſe quite forſaken 
ce thee, to make Bull ſuch offers? Hold faſt, part with 


„ nothing, and I will give thee a better bargain, I Il 5 


4 warrant thee.“ 


In ſome of his billets he told Lewis, “That Jahn 


have John gagged and bound whenever he pleaſed 


e break up the meeting.“ 


I fancy I need not tell my reader, that John often 
changed colour as he read, and that his fingers itched 
to give Nic. a good flap on the chops ; but he wiſely 


* Some offers of the Dich at [| Threatening that the Allies 


| that time, in order to get te ne- would carry on the war, without 


| pociation into their hands, tne help of the Engliſb. | 
| 5 moderated 


Bull was under his guardianſhip ; that the beſt part 
of his ſervants were at his command; that he could 


by the people of his own family.” In all theſe 

epiſtles, blockhead, dunce, aſs, coxcomb, were the beit 
epithets he gave poor 70hn. In others he threatened, 

That he, Efquire South, and the reſt of the tradeſ- 

| © men, would lay Lew:s down upoh his back and beat 
“ out his teeth, if he did not retire immediately, and 
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moderated his cholerick temper. *© I faved this fel- 


© 
cc 
66 


45 


cc 
4 
«Cc 
£6 


(4c 
=—_ 


£6 


46 


4 
Ls 


cc 


C0 


ce 
c 
cc 
<« 


cc 


44 


Ce 


low, quoth he, from the gallows, when he ran away 
from his laſt maſter ||, becauſe I thought he was 
harſhly treated; but the rogue was no ſooner ſafe 
under my proteCtion, than he began to lye, pilfer, 


and ſteal like the devil *, When] firſt ſet him up 


in a warm houſe, he had hardly put up his ſign, 
when he began to debauch my beſt cuſtomers from 
me. Then it was his conſtant practice to rob 


my fiſh-ponds, not only to feed his family, but to 
trade with the fiſnmongers: I connived at the fel- 


low, till he began to tell me, that they were as 
much his as mine. In my manor of + Eaftcheap, 
becauſe it lay at ſome diſtance from my conſtant in- 
ſpection, he broke down my fences, robbed my 
orchards, and beat my ſervants. When I uſed ta 
reprimand him for his tricks, he would talk ſaucily, 


lye, and brazen it out, as if he had done nothing 

amiſs. Will nothing cure thee of thy pranks, 
Nic? quoth J, I ſhall be forced ſome time or other 
to chaſtiſe thee. The rogue got up his cane and 
threatened me, and was well thwacked for his pains. 


But J think his behaviour at this time worſt of all; 


after I have almoſt drowned myſelf to keep his 


head above water, he would leave me ſticking in 


the mud, truſting to his goodneſs to help me out. 
After I have beggared myſelf with his troubleſome 
60 Jaw-ſuit, with a pox to him, he takes it in mighty 5 


|} The king of Spain, whoſe ry, Eaſt-Indies, & e.. The war 


voke the Dutch threw off, with with the Dutch on theſe ac- 


the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh. counts. 
* Complaints againſt the Dutch 
Fox incroachment in trade, fiſhe- 


— See the preceding note. 
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JOHN BULL. 10 
dudgeon, becauſe I have brought him here to end 
matters amicably, and becauſe I won't let him make 


me over by deed and indenture as his lawful cully ; 
which to my certain knowledge he has attempted ſe- 


veral times. But, after all, canſt thou gather grapes 


from thorns ? Nic. does not pretend to be a gentleman; 
he is a tradeſman, a ſelf-ſeeking wretch ; but how 


cameſt thou to bear all this, John? The reaſon is 


plain; thou conferreſt the benefits, and he receives 


them; the firſt produces love, and the laſt ingratitude. 


Ah! Nic. Nic. thou art a damn'd dog, that's cer- 


tain; thou knoweſt too well that I will take care 


| * of thee; elſe thou wouldeſt not uſe me thus. 1 
6 x 


won't give thee up, it is true; but, as true as it is, 


thou ſhalt not ſell me, according to thy laudable 
cuſtom.” While John was deep in this ſoliloquy, 


Ne. broke out into the 5 proteſtation: 


I believe, every. body here preſent will allow me 
LE 


77 
b 
| 60 


CC 


66 GENTLEMEN, 


to be a very juft and diſintereſted perſon. My 


friend John Bull here is very angry with me, for- 
ſooth, becauſe I won't agree to his fooliſh bargains, 
© Now I declare to all nianking; T ſhould be ready to 


cc 


ſacrifice my own concerns to his quiet; but the 
care of his intereſt, and that of the honeſt “ rradeſ- 


men that are embarked with us, keeps me from en- 
tering into this compoſition, What ſhall become 


of thoſe poor creatures? The thoughts of their im- 
pending ruin diſturbs my night's reſt, therefore I 


* deſire they may ed for themſelves. if ey are 


. The Allies. 


« willing 
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„ willing to give up this affair, I than' t make two 
& words of 1 it.“ 


John Bull 19974 i him to 127 aſide that immoderate 


concern for him; and withal put him in mind, that 


the intereſt of thoſe tradeſmen had not ſat quite ſo 


heavy upon him ſome years ago, on a like occaſion. 
Nic. anſwered little to that, but immediately pulled 


out a boatſwain's whiſtle. Upon the firſt whiff, the 


tradeſmen came jumping into the room, and began to 
ſurround Zew:s, ike fo many yelping curs about a 


great boar; or, to uſe a modeſter ſimile, like duns at 


a great Lord's levee the morning he goes into the 
country. One pulled him by his ſleeve, another by 
the ſkirt, a third hollowed in his ear: they began to 


aſk him for all, that had been taken from their fore- 
fathers by ſtealth, fraud, force, or lawful purchaſe : 
ſome aſked for manors, others for acres, that lay con- 


venient for them ; that he would pull down his fences, 
level his ditches : all agreed in one common demand, 


that be ſhould be purged, ſweated, vomited, and ſtarv- 
ed, till he came to a ſizeable bulk, like that of his 
"neighbours : one modeſtly aſked him leave to call him 
brother; Nic. Frog demanded two things, to be his 


porter and his hiſh-monger, to keep the keys of his 


gates, and furniſh the kitchen. John's ſiſter Peg only 


deſired, that he would let his ſervants ſing pſalms a 


Sundays. Some deſcended even to the aſking of old 
cloaths, ſhoes, and boots, broken bottles, tobacco- 


pipes, and ends of candles. 
« Monſieur Bull, quoth Lewis, you ſeem to be a 


% man of ſome breeding ; ; for God's ſake uſe your 


cc Intereſt 
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<« intereft with theſe Meſſieurs, that they would f peak 
but one at once; for if one had a hundred pair of 


© hands, and as many tongues, he cannot ſatisfy them 
„& all at this rate.“ John begged they might proceed 


with ſome methad ; then they ſtopped all of a ſud- 
den, and would not ſay a word. If this be your 
« play, guoth John, that we may not be like a Qua- 


* ker's dumb meeting, let us begin ſome diverſion; 


„What d'ye think of rouly-pouly, or a country 
« dance? What if we ſhould have a match at foot- 
© ball? I am ſure we ſhall never end matters at this 
"$6 rate.” 


C HA P. XVI. 
How John Bull and Nic. Fi rog ſettled their accompts. 


7 . Bull. Dans this general 3 of- = 
talk, what if you and I, Nic. ſhould 


enquire how money- matters ſtand between us! 


Nic. Frog, With all my heart, I love exact deal- 
ing; and let Hocus audit; he knows how the money 


was diſburſed. N 
J. Bull. I am not much for that at t ; we 11 


Kettle it between ourſelves : fair and ſquare, Nic. keeps 


friends together. There have been laid out in this law- 
ſoit, at one time, 36000 pounds and 40000 crowns : 
in ſome caſes I, in others you, bear the greateſt pro- 
portion. 

Nic. Right: I pay chres fifchs of the greateſt 1 num- 
ber, and you pay two thirds of the leſſer number : I 
think this is fair and ſquare, as you call it. 


Bull. Well, go on. ES 
5 Nic. 


war > 42s - 1 - FC. 
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Nic. Two thirds of 36000 pounds are 24000 
pounds for your ſhare, and there remains 12000 for 
mine. Again, of the 40000 crowns I pay 24000, 
which is three fifths, and you pay only 16000, which 
is two fifths ; 24000 crowns make 6000 pounds; 
and 16000 crowns make 4000 pounds; 12000 and 
6000 make 18000; 24000 and 4000 make 28000. 
So there are 18000 pounds to my ſhare of the expen- 
ces, and 28000 to your's, 
After Nic. had bambouzled Join a while about the 
18000 and the 28000, John called for counters ; but 
what with ſleight of hand, and taking from his own 
ſcore, and adding to John's, Nie. brought the balance 
always on his own ſide. . 
J. Bull. Nay, good friend Nic. though I am not 
quite ſo nimble in the fingers, I underſtand cyphering 
as well as you. I will produce you my accompts 
one by one, fairly writ out of my own books: and 
here J begin with the firſt, You muſt excuſe me, if | 
I don't pronounce the law terms right. 


1 John reads. ] : 


For the E xpences ordinary of the ſuits, fees, to Judges, 
puny judges, lawyers innumerable of all ſorts. _ 
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Of Extraordinaries, as follows per accompt. 
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To Efquire South's accompt for pot Terms - = | 
To ditto for Non eft factums — 5 
1 To ditto for Noli r s, di continuance, and re- 
1A meas Ef - = — 
11 For Writs of error 3 R 
| Suits of Conditions unperforn'd 3 


= 


JOHN BULL 1 


To Focus for Dedimus poteſtatem _ 8 
To ditto for a Capias ad computandut — 
To Frog's new tenants, per det to Hocus, for 
Audita querela's = - « 
On the faid account for . rits of Fee and 4. 
Aringas — - - - - 
To Eſquire South's quota for a return of a | Non of i in- 
vent. and Nulla habet bona e 2 
To for a pardon in forma pauperis = 
To Jack for a Melius ee u 88 a Felo de ſe 8 
To coach- hire — 5 > 
For treats to juries and . 35 OE ne” 


John having read over his articles, with the reſpec- 


| tive ſums, brought in Frog debtor to him upon the 


balance 3382 12 oo. 


Then Nic. Frog palled his bill out of his rocker 


and began to read: 


Nicholas Fray 8 account. 
Ren eins to be deducted out of the former account. 


Paid by Nic. Frog, for his ſhare of the ordinary Ex- 


pences of the ſuit = . 


To Hoecus for entries of a Rege inconfulto - — 
To John Bull's nephew for a Venire facies, the money 


not yet all laid out = — - 
The coach-hire for my wife and family, and the 
carriage of my goods during the time of this law- 


ſuit - - - - - 
For the extraordinary expences of feeding m my family 
Curing this law-ſuit 1 % 3 
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To Mayor Ab. I, — - = 

To Major Will. - - - 
And, ſumming all up, found due upon the balance 
by John Bull to Nic. Frog, : oo o 6 


John Bull. As for your Venire facias, 1 have paid 


you for one already; in the other I believe you will 
be nonſuited. I'll take care of my nephew myſelf. 
Your coach hire and family charges are moſt unreaſon- 
able deductions ; at that rate I can bring in any man 
in the world my debtor. But who the devil are thoſe 


two majors, that conſume all my money: ? I find they 


always run away with the balance in all accompts. 


Nic. Frog. Two very honeſt gentlemen, I aſſure 


you, that have done me ſome ſervice. To tell you 


plainly, Major Ab. denotes thy greater ability, and 


Major Mill. thy greater willingneſs to carry on this 
law-ſuit. It was but reaſonable that thou ſhouldft Pay 
both for thy power and thy poſitiveneſs. = 

F. Bull. I believe I ſhall have thoſe two honeſt 
Majors diſcount on my ſide in a little time. 

Nic. Frog. Why all this higgling with thy friend 


about ſuch a paultry ſum? Does this become the ge- 


neroſity of the noble and rich Fohn Bull? I wonder 
thou art not aſhamed. Oh Hocus ! Hocus / where art 
thou ? It uſed to go another guiſe manner in thy time. 


When a poor man has almoſt undone himſelf for thy 


fake, thou art for fleecing him, and Ag him 3 1s 
that thy conſcience, John? 

F. Bull. Very pleaſant indeed! It is = known 
thou retaineſt thy lawyers by the year, ſo a freſh law- 
ſuit adds but little to thy expences ; * they are ad 
* The money i in Holland and Flanders. 
cuſtomers; 


BS e „ So © 


„ &t Aa wh 


cuſtomers ; ; T hardly ever fell them a farthing's worth 
of any thing; nay, thou haſt ſet up an eating- houſe, 
where the whole tribe of them ſpend all they can rap 
or run. If it were well reckoned, I believe thou 
getteſt more of my money than thou ſpendeſt of thy 
own ; however, if thou wilt needs plead poverty, own 
at leaſt, that thy accompts are falſe. 

Nic. Frog. No marry won't I; I refer myſelf to 
theſe honeſt gentlemen ; let them judge between us. 
| Let Eſquire South ſpeak his mind, whether my ac- 
compts are not right, and whether we — not to go 
on with our law-ſuit. 

F. Bull. Conſult the butchers about keeping of 
Lent. Doſt think that John Bull will be tried by 
+ Piepowders ? I tell you once for all, ohn Bull knows 
where his ſhoe pinches : none of your Eſquires ſhall 


give him the law, as long as he wears this truſty wea- 
pon by his ſide, or has an inch of broad- cloth in his 


ſhop. 


Nic. Frog, Why there it is; you will be both 
judge and party; I am ſorry thou diſcovereſt ſo much 


of thy head- ſtrong humour before theſe ſtrange gen- 


tlemen: I have often told thee it would prove thy 
ruin ſome time or other: let it never be ſaid, that the 


famous John Bull has departed in deſpite of court. 
J. Bull, And will it not reflect us much on thy 


character, Nic. to turn barretter in thy old days; a 
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+ Court of Piepoꝛuders (Curia 
pedis Pulverixati) is a court of re- 
cord incident to every fair; 
whereof the ſteward is judge, and 
the trial is by merchants and tra- 
ders in the fair. 


Vol. V. 


It is ſo called, 
becauſe it is moſt uſual in the . 


ſummer, and becauſe of the ex- 


pedition in hearing cauſes; for 


the matter is to be done, com- 
plained of, heard, and determined 
the ſame day, that! is, before the 


duſt goes off the feet of the paſty 
tiffs and defendants. 
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ſtirrer up of quarrels amongſt thy neighbours ? J tell 


| thee, Nic. ſome time or other thou wilt repent this. 
But 7ohn faw clearly, he ſhould have nothing but 
wrangling, and that he ſhould have as little ſucceſs 
In ſettling his accompts, as ending the compoſition. 
Since they will needs overload my ſhoulders, guoth 
John, I ſhall throw down the burden with a ſquaſh 
* amongſt them, take it up who dares; a man has a 
« fine time of it amongſt a combination of ſharpers, 
© that vouch for one another's honeſty, John, look 
to thyſelf; old Lewis makes reaſonable offers; when 
& thou haſt ſpent the ſmall pittance that is left, thou 
* wilt. make a glorious figure, when thou art brought 
e to live upon Nic. Frog and Eſquire South's genero- 
„ ſity and gratitude : if they uſe thee thus, when they 
© want thee, what will they do when thou wanteſt 
« them? I ſay again, Fobn, look to thyſelf.” 


Joan wiſely ſtifled his reſentments, and told the 
company, that in a little time he ſhould ve them 


law, or ſomething better, 

All. I Law! law! Sir, by all means. het is 
twenty-two poor years towards the finiſhing a Jaw 
fuit ? For the love of God more law, Sir! _ 

J. Bull. Prepare your demands ? how many years 
more of law do you want, that I may order my affair 
accordingly | ? In the mean while farewel, 


t Clamours for continuing the war. 
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CHAP. XVII. 
t How John Bull found all his family in an uproar 


at home. 


poſing of him as his own proper goods, was mad to 


| find that John thought himſelf now of age to look 
| after his own affairs. He reſolved to traverſe this 
| new project, and to make him uneaſy in his own 

| family. He had corrupted or deluded moſt of his ſer- 

vuants into the moſt extravagant conceits in the 
world; that their maſter was run mad, and wore a a 
dagger in one pocket, and poiſon in the other; that 
| he had fold his wife and children to Lewis, diſinherited 
| his heir, and was going to ſettle his eſtate upon a 
| pariſh-boy ; that, if they did not look after their 
| maſter, he would do ſome very miſchievous thing, 
When John came home; he found a more ſurpriſing 
| feene than any he had yet met with, and that you 
will ſay was ſomewhat extraordinary. 5 
1 called his cook-maid Betty to beſpeak his din- 

ner: Betty told him, “ That ſhe begged his pardon, 

| *« ſhe could not dreſs dinner, till ſhe knew what he 
| © intended to do with his will.” „ Why, Betty, 
| © guoth Fohn, thou art not run mad, art thou? My 
will at preſent is to have dinner.“ © That may 
| © be, guoth Betty, but my conſcience won 'tallow me 
| © to dreſs it, till I know whether you intend to do 
| © righteous things by your heir?” I am ſorry for 

Mal that, Betty, queth John, I muſt find ſomebody elle 


— Clamours about the danger of the ſucceſſion. 


12 ce then.“ 


carrying John to the market, and there dif- 
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ce then.” Then he called John the barber. “Be- 


<« fore I begin, quoth John, I hope your honour 
« won't be offended, if I aſk you whether you in- 
ce tend to alter your will? If you won't give me a 
cc poſitive anſwer, your beard may grow down to 


« your middle for me.” © *Igad fo it ſhall, querh | 


& Bull, for I will never truſt my throat in ſuch a mad 


© fellow's hands.” Where's Dick the butler? 


Look ye, quoth Dick, I am very willing to ſerve 


«© you in my calling, d'ye ſee ; but there are ſtrange 


„ reports, and plain-dealing is beſt, d'ye ſee; I 
«© muſt be ſatisfied if you intend to leave all to your 


„ nephew, and if Nick. Frog is ſtill your executor, 


« d'ye ſee; if you will not ſatisfy me as to theſe 
ce points, you may drink with the ducks.” And 


„ fo J will, guoth John, rather than keep a butler 
e that loves my heir better than myſelf.” Hob the 
ſhoe- maker and Pricket the taylor told him, They 


c would moſt willingly ſerve him in their ſeveral 
c ſtations, if he would promiſe them never to talk 


with Lewis Baboon, and let Nicholas Frog linen- Þ 
* draper manage his concerns; that they could nei- 
cc ther makes ſhoe nor cloaths to any, that were not 


< in good correſpondence with their worthy friend 
«© Nicholas.”” 


F. Bull. Call Andrew my journey-man. How goes 


affairs, Andrew © I hope the devil has not taken poſ- 


ſeſſion of thy body too. 


Andrew. No, Sir; I only deſire to know what 
you would do if you were dead! . | 
F. Bull. Juſt as other dead folks do, Andrew, 
bis is amazing! Al. 


3 Andrew. 
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Andrew. I mean, if your nephew ſhall inherit 


your eltate ? 


F. Bull. That depends upon himſelf. 1 ſhall do 


nothing to hinder him. 


Andrew. But will you make it ſure ? 
F. Bull. Thou meaneſt, that I ſhould put him in 


| poſſeſſion, for I can make it no ſurer without that; 
he has all the law can give him. 

Andreio. Indeed poſſeſſion, as you ſay, 3 
make it much ſurer; they ſay, it is eleven points 
of the law. 


Joan began now to think that they were all en- 


| chanted ; he enquired about the age of the moon; 
if Nic. had not given them ſome intoxicating potion, 
or if old mother Jeniſa was ſtill alive? “No, o'my 
„ faith, quoth Harry, I believe there is no potion in 
e the caſe, but a little Aurum potabile. You will 
| © have more of this by and by.” He had ſcarce ſpoke 
the word, when another friend of John s accoſted him | 
after the following manner: 
| © Since thoſe worthy perſons, who are as much 
| © concerned for your ſafety as I am, have employed 
« me as their orator, I deſire to know whether you 
will have it by way of Hie, Euthmum, Dilem- 
ma, or Sorites.” 


Joan now began to be diverted with their extrava- 
gance. 


Fi. Bull. Let's have a Sorites by all: means; 3 though 
| they are all new to me. 


Friend. It is evident to all, 1 are WY in hiſ- 


| tory, that there were two // 7 i/ters that played the whore 
| two thouſand years ago: therefore it plainly follows, 
I 3 that 


* 
7 
mr 
#1 
2 
k 
1 
9 
* 
5 
4 
T 
* 
1 
1 
#2 
433 
5 
Y 
N 
5 
17 
1 
** bn 
_ 
2 5 
by 
1% 2 
„ 
My 
a 
1 44 
1 
r 
44 
"i 
rY 
L 4 
1 
"ith 
BY 
ME. 
+ 
4 34 
1542 
HZ 
id {| 
4 
{'s 
43 
* 
Wy 
by 
o 
7 
Fo. 
4 
* 
15 
is | 
oo 
9 
r 
N. 
1 
8 
8 
p f 
Ty 
8 
. 
5 
=_— 
- 
. 
"ht 
4 
WC 
5 
1 
1 
*% 
.*S 
. 
8 
1 
=_ 
4 
Aa 
"mv 
148 
31 
wy 
4.1 
. J 
M1 
TH 
. 
3 yt 
10 
< x 
8 
i 
En 
"my 
j 
„ 
1 
& 
v5 
bo. - 
? iQ 
g T2 
1 
4 
q 15 
7 
þ 
T5 
R 
f 4 
= 
Mt 
5 
"© 
. 


418 THE HISTORY OF 


that it is not lawful for John Bull to have any manner 


of intercourſe with Lewis Baboon : if it is not lawful 
for John Bull to have any manner of intercourſe (cor- 
reſpondence, if you will, that is much the ſame thing) 
then a fortiori, it is much more unlawful for the ſaid 
John to make over his wife and children to the ſaid 


Lewis: if his wife and children are not to be made 


cover, he is not to wear a dagger and rat's-bane in 
his pockets: if he wears a dagger and rat's-bane, it muſt 
be to do miſchief to himſelf, or ſomebody elſe : if he 


intends to do miſchief, he ought to be under guardi- 
ans, and there is none ſo fit as myſelf, and ſane other 


worthy perſons, who have a commiſſion for that pur- 
poſe from Nic. Frog, the executor of his will and teſ- 
tament. 

J. Bull, And this is your twins you fag; 
With that he ſnatched a good tough oaken evagel, 


and began to brandiſh it; then happy was the man 


that was firſt at the door; crowding to get out, they 
_ tumbled down ſtairs ; and it is credibly reported ſome 


of them dropped very valuable things in the hurry, 


Which were picked up by others of the family. 
That any of theſe rogues, quoth John, ſhould 


te imagine, I am not as much concerned as they about 


& having my affairs in a ſettled condition, or that J 
e would wrong my heir for I know not what! Well, 
& Nic. I really cannot but applaud thy diligence; l 
& muſt own this is really a pretty ſort of a trick, but 
it ſhan' t do thy bulineſs for all that,” 


CHAP. 
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JOHN BULL. <1 
CHAP. XVII. 


| + Hew Lewis Baboon came to viſit John Bull, and 


_ what paſſed between them. 


I THINK it is but ingenuous to acquaint the reader, 
that this chapter was not wrote by Sir Humphrey 
himſelf, but by another very able pen of the univer= 
ſity of Grub. fret. 


J OHN had (by ſome nos inſtructions given kim 
by Sir Roger) got the better of his cholerick tem- 
per, and wrought himſelf up to a great ſteadineſs of 
mind to purſue his own intereſt through all impedi- 


ments that were thrown in the way: he began to leave 


off ſome of his old acquaintance, his roaring and bul- 
lying about the ftreets ; he put on a ſerious air, knit 
his brows, and, for the time, had made a very conſi- 
derable progreſs in politicks, conſidering that he had 
been kept a ſtranger to his own affairs. However, 

he could not help diſcovering ſome remains of his na- 
ture, when he happened to meet with a foot-ball, or 
a match at cricket; for which Sir Roger was ſure to 
take him to taſk, John was walking about his room, 
with folded arms and a moſt thoughtful countenance : 

his ſervant brought him word, that one Lewrs Baboon 
below wanted to ſpeak with him. John had got an 
impreſſion, that Lewis was ſo deadly cunning a man, 
that he was afraid to venture himſelf alone with him: 


at laſt he took heart of grace ; ** Let him come up, 


* guoth he, it is but ſticking to my point, and he can 
« never over-reach me.” ; 


1 Private negotiations about Dunkirk, 


I 4 Lewis 


0 THE HISTORY OF 
Lewis Baboon. Monſieur Bull, 1 will frankly ac- 
knowledge, that my behaviour to my neighbours has 
been ſomewhat uncivil, and I believe you will readily 
grant me, that | have met with uſage accordingly, 
J was fond of backſword and cudgel-play from my 
youth, and I now bear in my body many a black and 
blue gaſh and ſcar, God knows. I had as good 2 
warehouſe, and as fair poſſeſſions, as any of my neigh- 
bours, though I ſay it; but a contentious temper, flat- 
tering ſervants, and unfortunate ſtars, have brought 
me into circumſtances that are not unknown to you. 
Theſe my misfortunes are heightened by domeſtick 
calamities. That I need not relate. I am a poor 
| battered old fellow, and I would willingly end my 
days in peace: but alas! I ſee but ſmall hopes of that, 
for every new circumſtance affords an argument to my 
enemies to purſue their revenge; formerly I was to be 
banged, becauſe I was too ſtrong, and now becauſe I 
am too weak to reſiſt ; I am to be brought down when 
too rich, and oppreſſed when too poor. Nic. Frog 
has uſed me like a ſeoundrel ; you are a gentleman, 
and I freely put myſelf in "your hands to difpoſe of me 
as you think fit. 
J. Bull. Look you, Maſter 3 as to your 
uſage of your neighbours, you had beſt not dwell too 
much upon that chapter ; let it ſuffice at preſent, that 
you have been met with: you have been rolling a great 
None up hill all your life, and at laſt it has come tum- 
bling down till it is like to cruſh you to pieces: plain- 
dealing is beſt, If you have any particular mark, Mr. 
Baboon, whereby one may know when you fib, and 
when you ſpeak truth, you had beſt tell it me, that 
one 


JOHN BULL. 121 
ene may proceed accordingly ; but, ſince at preſent I 
know of none ſuch, it is better that you ſhould truſt 
me, than that I ſhall truſt you. 

L. Baboon. I know of no particular mark of ve- 
racity among us tradeſmen, but intereſt ; and it is 
manifeſtly mine not to deceive you at this time ; you 
may ſafely truſt me, I can aſſure you, 


J. Bull, The truſt I give is in ſhort this; 1 muſt 8 
have ſomething in band before 1 make the bargain, : 


and the reſt before it is concluded. 
I. Baboon. To ſhew you I deal fairly, name your 
ſomething. | 


| gueſs. 


becauſe it has been formerly 1 in your family Say no 
more, you ſhall have it. | 
J. Bull. I ſhall have it to m'own ſelf ? 
LI. Baboon. To thy own ſelf. 
ö J. Bull. Every wall, gate, room, and inch of e- 
| eleſdown-caſile, you ſay | 
L. alen, jut fo. . 
J. Bull, Every ſingle ſtone of Fee leſdnun-coftle, to 
m'own ſelf, ſpeedily ! 


L. Baboon. When. you pleaſe; what needs more 


words i ? 


J. Bull. But tell me, old bov, haſt thou laid afido ; 


all thy equivecals and mentals in this caſe? 
IL. Faboon. There's nothing like matter os fact; 


ſeeing is believing. 
J. Bull. Non thou talk'ſt to the purpoſe let us 


* Dunkirk, 


7. Bull, I need not. vel thee, old boy ; thou canſt 


L. Baboon, * Bedeſdrun-cotte, 1 PN warrant you, 


| ſhake Z 
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3 THE HISTORY OF 


ſhake hands, old boy. Let me aſk thee one queſtion 
more; What haſt thou to do to meddle with the af- 
fairs of my ä to Ie of my eſtate, old 
boy? 


L. Baboon. juſt as much as you have to do with : 


the affairs of lord Strutt. 


J. Bull. Ay, but my trade, my very being, was 


concerned in that. 

L. Baboon. And my intereſt was concerned in the 
other: but let us both drop our pretences; for I be- 
lieve it is a moot point, whether I am more likely to 
make a maſter Bull, or you a lord Strutt. 


F. Bull. Agreed, old boy ; but then I muſt have 
ſecurity, that I ſhall carry my broad-cloth to market, 


old boy. 
L. Baboon. That you ſhall : Ecceſdrwn-caftle ! 


e Bceleſdown ! remember that: why would'ſt thou not 


take it, when it was offered thee ſome years ago? 


F. Bull, T would not take it, becauſe they told me 


thou would'ſt not give it me. 
L. Baboon. How could Monſieur Bull be ſo groſly 


abuſed by downright nonſenſe? they that adviſed you 

to reſuſe, muſt have believed I intended to give, elſe 

why would they not make the experiment? but 1 
can tell you more of that matter, than perhaps you 


know at preſent. 
J. Bull. But what ſay'ſt thou as to the Eſquire, 


Nic. Freg, and the reſt of the tradeſmen | 1 muſt 
aka: take care of them. _ 
Lo Baboon. Thou haſt To ſmall as to Nice 


to my certain knowledge : he has not uſed me like a 
gentleman, Dy 


7. Bull — 


„ © wy 
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J. Bull. Nic. indeed is not very nice in your punc- 
tilio's of ceremony; he is clowniſh, as a man may 
fay : belching and calling of names have been allow- 
| ed him time out of mind, by preſcription : but, how- 
| ever, we are engaged in one common — and I 


mult look after hind, 
IL. Baboon. All matters that relate; to ww: and the 


reſt of the plaintiffs in this law-ſuit, I will refer to 


your juſtice. 


CHAP. XIX. 


Ni ic. Frog' 5 letter to John Bull; wherein he endeavours 
10 vindicate all his conduct, uh relation to John 


Bull and the law-ſuit. 
IC. perceived now that his cully had eloped, 


that John intended henceforth to deal without 


a broker; but he was reſolved to leave no ſtone un- 


turned to recover his bubble: amongſt other artifices, 
he wrote a molt obliging letter, which he ſent him 


8 Printed i in a fair character. 


2 DEAR FRIEND, 


e jt was that could provoke you to it ; but, upon a 


e narrow inſpection into my conduct, I can find no- 
thing to reproach myſelf with, but too partial a 
concern for your intereſt, You no ſooner ſet this 


„ compoſition a- foot, but I was ready to comply, 


& and prevented your very wiſhes; and the affair 


—4 Subſtance of the States letter, 


bk cc W HEN 1 conſider the late ill EN I have 


met with from you, I was reflecting what 
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„ THE HISTORY OF 


might have been ended before now, had it not 
been for the greater concerns of Efquire South, and 


the other poor creatures embarked in the ſame 


common. caufe, whoſe ſafety touches me to the 
quick, You ſeemed a little jealous, that I had 
dealt unfairly with you in money-matters, till it 
appeared, by your own accounts that there was 
ſomething due to me upon the balance. Having 
nothing to anſwer to ſo plain a demonſtration, you 
began to complain, as if I had been familiar with 
your reputation when it is well known, not only 
I, but the meaneſt ſervants in my family, talk of 
you with the utmoſt reſpect, I have always, as far 
as in me lies, exhorted your ſervants and tenants 
to be dutifu] ; not that I any way meddle in your 
domeſtick affairs, which were very unbecoming for 
me to do. If ſome of your ſervants expreſs their 
great concern for you, in a manner that is not fo 
very polite, you ought to impute it to their extra- 
ordinary zeal, which deſerves a reward, rather 
than a reproof. You cannot reproach me for want 


of ſucceſs at the Salutation, ſince I am not maſter 


of the paſſions and intereſts of other folks. I 
have beggared myſelf with this law-ſuit, under- 
taken merely in complaiſance to you; and, if you 
would have had but a little patience, I had ſtill 
greater things in reſerve, that I intended to have 
done for you. I hope, what J have ſaid will pre- 


vail with you to lay aſide your unreaſonable jea- 
Jonfies, and that we may have no more meetings 


at the Salutation, ſpending our time and money to 
no purpoſe. My concern for your welfare and 
2 


1 * 
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<« proſperity almoſt makes me mad. You may be 


c aſſured I will continue to be 
% Your affectionate 
„Friend and ſervant, 


« NIC. FROG.” 


John received this with a good deal of ſang froid: 


# anſeat, quoth John, cum ceteris erroribus. He was 
now at his eaſe; he ſaw he could now make a very 


good bargain for himſelf, and a very ſafe one for other 
folks. My ſhirt, guoth he, is near me, but my ſkin 
is nearer: whilſt I take care of the welfare of 
other folks, no-body can blame me to apply a lit- 
e tle balſam to my own ſores. It's a pretty thing, 

c after all, for a man to do his own buſineſs; a man 


& has ſuch a tender concern for himſelf, there's no- 
= 


; ay 


NA 6 


„ head. - What will you give me for this beaſt? 
T. Colour Nic. Frog, you may kiſs my backſide if 
you pleaſe. Though John Bull had not read your 
« Ariſtotle's, Plato 85 and Machiavel's, he can fee as 
“ far into a mill-ſtone as another.” With that Joh 


began to chuckle and laugh, till he was like to have 
burſt his ſides. 


3 CHAP. L 


thing like it. This is ſomething better, I trow, 
| than for John Bull to be ſtanding in the market, 
„c like a great dray- horſe, with Frag s paws upon his 
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CHAP. XX. 


* The d; iſcourſe that paſſed between Nic. Frog ond 22 


quire South, which John Bull overheard. 


JOHN thought every minute a year, till he got 
into Eccliſdoꝛun-caſile; he repairs to the Salutation, 


with a deſign to break the matter gently to his part- 
ners ; before he entered, he overheard Nic. and the 


Eſquire in a very pleaſant conference. 


Eg. South, Oh the ingratitude and injuſtice of 
mankind ! that Fohn Bull, whom I have honoured | 


with my friendſhip and protection ſo long, ſhould 
flinch at laſt, and pretend that he can diſburſe no more 


money for me] that the family of the Souths, by his 


ſneaking temper, ſhould be kept out of their own! 
Nic. Free, An't like your worſhip, I am in amaze 


at it; I think the rogue ſhould be compelled to his 


Fo 


duty. 
Eſq. South. That he ſhould vrefer his ſcandalous 


elf the duſt and dregs of the earth, to the W 


and grandeur of my family. 


Nee. Frog. Nay, he is miſtaken there too; for he 


would quickly lick himſelf whole again by his vails. 


It's ſtrange he ſhould preſer Philip Baboon's cuſtom to 
Eſquire South) 8. 


Eſq. South, As you ſay, that my clothier, that i is 


to get ſo much by the purchaſe, ſhould refuſe to put 
me in poſſeſſion; did you ever know any 1 man's tradeſ- 
man ſerve him ſo before! ? 


* Negotiations between the tinuing the war, and getting the 
Emperor and the Dutch for con- property of Flanders. | 


Nic. 


„„ __ Wn... IT 5 


Nic. Frog. No, indeed, an't pleaſe your worſhip, 
it is a very unuſual proceeding; and I would not have 


been guilty of it for the world. If your honour had 
not a great ſtock of moderation and patience, you 
' would not bear it ſo well as you do. 


Eg. South. It is moſt intolerable, that's certain, 
Nic. and I will be revenged. 


Nic. Frog. Methinks it is ſtrange, that Philip. 


Baboon's tenants do not all take your honour's part, 


conſidering how good and gentle a maſter you are. 
Eg. South, True, Nic. but few are ſenſible of 


merit in this world: it is a great comfort to have ſo 


faithful a friend as thyſelf in ſo critical a juncture. 
| Nic, Frog. If all the world ſhould forſake you, be 


aſſured Nic. Frog never will ; let us ſtick to our point, 


and we'll manage Bull, I'll warrant ye. 
Efq. South. Let me kiſs thee, dear Nic. I have 


found one honeſt man among a thouſand at laſt, 
Nic, Frog, If it were poſſible, your honour has it 
1 your power to wed me ſtill cloſer to your intereſt. 


Eig. South, Tell me quickly, dear Nic. 
Nic. Frog. You know I am your tenant ; the dif. 


ference between my leaſe and an inheritance | is ſuch a 
trifle, as I am ſure you will not grudge your poor 
friend; that will be an encouragement to go on; be- 
ſides it will make Bull as mad as the devil: you and 
| I ſhall be able to manage him then to ſome purpoſe. 

x gy 9 no more, it ſhall be Laney. Nic. 


£4. 
to thy heart's content. 


John all this while was liſtening to this comical dia- 


logue, and laughed heartily in his ſleeve at the pride 
and ſimplicity "of the Eſquire, and the {ly roguery 
| E „ f 
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of his friend Nic. Then of a ſudden bolting into the 
room, he began to tell them, that he believed he had 
brought Lewis to reaſonable terms, if they would 
pleaſe to hear them. 

Then they all bawl'd out aloud, „ no compoſi- 
<« tion, Long live Eſquire South nd the law!“ As 
Jahn was going to proceed, ſome roared, ſome ſtamp- 
ed with their feet, others nope their ears with their 
fingers. 

Nay, gentlemen, quoth Jon, if you will but ſtop 
proceeding for a while, you ſhall judge yourſelves 
whether | Lew:rs's propoſals are reaſonable. 

All. Very fine indeed, ſhop proceeding, and fo 

loſe a term, 

J. Bull. Not fo neither, we have ſomething by 
way of advance, he will put us in poſſeſſion of his 
manor and caſtle of Eccleſdown. 
Nic. Frog, What doſt thou talk of us, thou mean- 

eſt thyſelf. 

J. Bull. When Frog took poſſeſſion of any thing, 
it was always ſaid to be for 16, and why may not 
John Bull be us, as well as Nic. Frog was us? I hope 
John Bull is no more confined to ſingularity than Nic. 
Frog; or, take it fo, the conſtant doctrine, that thou 
haſt preached up for many years, was, that Thou and 
I are One ; and why muſt we be ſuppoſed Two in 
this caſe, that were always One before: it's impoſ- 
ſible that Thou and I can fall out, Nic. we muſt truſt 
one another; I have truſted thee with a great many 

things, prithee truſt ine with this one trifle, | 


I A fed for einen aha hy and 4 delivery of Dunkirk, > 
Nic. 
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Nic, Frog, That principle is true in the main, but 


there is ſome ſpeciality in this caſe, that makes it 
highly inconvenient for vs both. 

J. Bull. Thoſe are your jealouſies, that the com- 
mon enemies ſow between us; how often haſt thou 
warned me of thoſe rogues, Nc. that would make : 


us miſtruſtful of one another! 


Nic. Frog, This Ecdeſdown-caftle i is only a bone of 
| contention. 
F. Bull. It depends upon you to make it 5 for 


my part I am as peaceable as a lamb. 
Nic. Frog. But do you conſider the unwholeſome- 


| neſs of the air and ſoil, the expences of reparations 

and ſervants? I would ſcorn to accept of ſuch a quag- 

| Mire, 

F. Baul. You are a great man, Nic. but, in my 
circumſtances, 1 muſt be e'en content to take it as 

it is. 

Nic. Frog. And you are really ſo filly, as to be- 


lieve the old cheating rogue will give it you? _ 
7. Bull. I believe nothing but matter of fact, 1 


ſtand and fall by that, I am reſolved to put him to it. 
Nic. Frog. And fo relinquiſh the hopefulleſt a 


in the world, a claim that will certainly in the end 
make thy fortune for ever 


J. Bull, Wilt thou purchaſe it, Nic? thou ſhalt 


have a lumping penny-worth; nay, rather than we 
ſhould differ, III give thee ſomething to take it o my 


hands. 

Nic. Frog. If thou would'ſt but moderate that bet 
ty, impatient temper of thine, thou ſhould'ſt quickly 
ke a better thing than all that. What ſhould'ſt thou 


Vor. . K Res think 
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think to find old Lewis turned out of his paternal eſ- 


tates, and the manſion-houſe of 4 Clay-poo! ? Would 
not that do thy heart good, to ſee thy old friend Nic. 


Frog Lord of Clay-pool ? then thou and thy wife and 
children ſhould walk in my gardens, buy toys, drink 


lemonade, and now and then we ſhould have a coun- 


try dance. 


J. Bull. I love to by plain, T'd as lieve ſee my- 
ſelf in Eccleſaewn-caſtle, as thee in Clay-pool, I tell 
you again, Lewis gives this as a pledge of his ſinceri- 


ty; if you won't ſtop proceoming to hear ans Iwill. 


HA F. XXI. 


| The reſt of Nic's fetches to keep John out of Eceleſ 


down- caſtle. 


rH EN Nie. could not diſſuade John by argu- 
ment, he tried to move his pity ; he pretend- 
ed to be ſick and like to die, that he ſhould leave his 
wife and children in a ſtarving condition, if Job did 
| abandon him; that he was hardly able to crawl about 
the room, far leſs capable to look after ſuch a trou- 
bleſome buſineſs as this law-ſuit, and therefore begged 
that his good friend would not leave him. When 
he ſaw that John was ſtill inexorable, he pulled out 2 
caſe-knife, with which he uſed to ſnicker-ſnee, and 
threatened to cut his own throat. Thrice he aimed 
the knife to his wind- pipe with a moſt determined 
threatening air. What ſignifies life, guoth he, in 
this languiſhing condition ? It will be ſome plea- 


* 


1 Clay-poo, Paris. Lutetia. - ation, and taking . of 
4 Attempt to kinder the cef- _Drankirhs 


7 40 ſure, 
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cc © ſure, that my friends will revenge my death Upon 


( this barbarous man, that has been the 22uſe of it.“ 


All this while 7%n looked ſedate and calm, neither 
offering in the leaſt to ſnatch the knife, nor ſtop his 
blow, truſting to the tenderneſs Nic. had for his own _ 
perfon : when he perceived, that John was immove- 


able in his purpoſe, he applied himlelf to Lerwrs, 


„Art thou, quoth he, turned bubble in thy olg 


c age, from being a tharper in thy youth: Witte 


c occaſion haſt thou to give up Eccleſdown-caſtle to 
% John Bull? his friendſhip is not worth a ruſh ; 
« give it me, and I']l make it worth thy while. If 
& thou diſlikeſt that propoſition, keep it thyſelf, I'd 
& rather thou ſhould'ft have it than he. If thou heark- 
ce eneſt not to my advice, take what follows; Eſquire 
« South and J will go on with our law-ſuity in pew 
«© of John Bull's teeth.“ 


L. Baboon. Monfieur Bull has ſed me like a gen- 


tleman, and I am reſolved to make good my promiſe, 


atid truſt him for the conſequences. 


Nic. Frog. Then I tell thee thou art an old doate - 
ing fool—With that, Nic. bounced up with a ſpring 


equal to that of one of your nimbleſt tumblers or rope- 
dancers, and fell foul upon 7%n Bull, to ſaatch the 
+ cudgel he had in his hand, that he might thwack 


Lewis with it: John held it faſt, ſo that there was no 
wrenching it from him. At laft *Squire South buckled 


too, to aſſiſt his friend Nic: Jobn hawled on one fide, 
and they two on the other; ſometimes they were like 
to pul * over; then it went t all of a Walen again 


4 The army. 5 = 
i on. 
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on John's ſide; ſo they went ſee- ſawing up and down, 
from one end of the room to the other. Down tum- 


bled the tables, bottles, glaſſes, and tobacco-pipes : 
the wine and the tobacco were all ſpilt about the 


room, and the little fellows were almoſt trod undes 


foot, till more of the tradeſmen joining with Nic. and 
the Squire, John was hardly able to pull againſt them 
all, yet would he never quit hold of his truſty cudgel: 


which by the contrary force of two ſo great powers 


| broke ſhort in his hands. Nic. ſeized the longer 
end, and with it began to baſtinado old Lew:s, who 


had flunk into a corner, waiting the event of this 


ſquabble. Nic. came up to him with an inſolent me- 
nacing air, ſo that the old fellow was forced to ſkut- 


| tle out of the room, and retire behind a dung- cart. 


He called to Vic. Thou inſolent jackanapes |! 
„„ Time was when thou durſt not have uſed me fo, 
ec thou now takeſt me unprovided, but, old and infirm 


« as I am, I ſhall find a weapon by and by to chaſtiſe 


« thy impudence,” 


When Jahn Bull had recovered his breath, he be- 


gan to parly with Nic. Friend Nic. I am 128 2 
„ find thee ſo ſtrong: after thy great complaints : 


ce ally thy motions, Nic. are pretty vigorous ge a 


6 conſumptive man. As for thy worldly affairs, Vic. 


es if it can do thee any ſervice, I freely make over to 


cc thee this profitable law-ſuit, and I deſire all theſe 
c gentlemen to bear witneſs to this my act and deed. 
4 Your's be all the gain, as mine has been the 


„ charges; I have brought it to bear finely : Howe- 


ver, all J have laid out upon it goes for ROS 4 


{| The ſeparation of the army. 


dé thou 
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* thou ſhalt have it with all its appurtenances, I aſk 
cc nothing but leave to go home.” 


Nic. Free. The counſel are feed, and all things 
prepared for a trial, thou ſhalt be forced to ſtand the 
iſſue: it ſhall be pleaded in thy name as well as mine: 


go home if thou can'ſt, the gates are ſhut, | the turn- 
pikes locked, and the roads barricadoed, 


F. Bull. Even theſe very ways, Nic. that thou 


toldeſt me were as open to me as thyſelf ? if I can't 8 


paſs with my own equipage, What can I expect for 


my goods and waggons ? I am denied paſſage through 


thoſe very grounds, that I have purchaſed with my 


own money; however, I am glad J have made the 


experiment, it may ſerve me in ſome ſtead, 


Jon BuLL was fo overjoyed that he was going to 
take poſſeſſion of Eccle/down, that nothing could vex 
him. Nic. quoth he, J am juſt a going to leave 


« thee, caſt a kind look upon me at parting,” 


Nic. looked ſowre and prom, and would not open 
| his mouth, 


A in thee all che ſucceſs, that thy 


ce heart can deſire, and that theſe honeſt gentlemen 
cc of the long robe may have their belly-full of law.” 


Nxc. could ſtand it no longer, but flung out of the 


room with diſdain, and beckoned the ala to fol- 
low him. 

Fo. Bulk: 5 B'uy, buy, Nic. not one poor finite 
cc at parting; won't you ſhake your day-day, Nic. 
6 buy, Nic.” With that John marched out of the 


common road croſs the country to take aan of 
Eccleſdnwn. 


Ll Difficulty of the march 7 part of the army to "Dunkirk. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


Of the great joy that John expreſſed when he got beſſeſ- 


ſien of '® Eccieſdown. 


SJ 


HEN Jobs nad got into his caſtle, he ſeem- 
ed like Ulyje: upon his plank after he had 


been well ſoujed in ſait-water 3 who (as Homer ſays) 
was as glad as a judge going to fit down to dinner, 


after bearivg a long 0 upon the bench. I dare 


ſay John Bull's joy was equal to that of eicher of the 
two; he ſkipped from room to room; ran up ſtairs 
and down ſtairs, from the kitchen to the garrets, and 


from the garrets to the kitchen ; he peeped into every 
cranny ; ſometimes he admired the beauty of the ar- 
chitecture, and the vaſt ſolidity of the maſon's work; 


at other times he commended the ſymmetry and pro- 
portion of the rooms. He walked about the gardens; 


he bathed himſeii in the canal, ſwimming, diving, 


and beating the liquid element, like a milk. white ſwan. 


The hall reſounded with the ſprightly violin, and the 
martial hautboy, The family tript it about and ca- 


pered, like hail- Hones bounding from a marble floor. 


Wine, ale, and October flew about as plentifully as 


kennel-water: then a frolick tœok John i in the head 
to call up ſome of Nic. Frog's Pen oners, that had been 


ſo mutinous in his family. | 

FJ. Bull, Are you glad to fee your maſter in Ec- 
cleſdo un- caſilès? 

Al. Les, indeed, Sir, 
John Bull. Extremely glad ? 


_ Dunkirk, | 


Al, 


/ 
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All. Extremely glad, Sir. 


Bull. Swear to me, that you are ſo. 
Then they began to damn and fink their ſouls te 
the loweſt pit of hel), if any perſon i in the world re- 


joiced more than they did. 


J. Bull, Now hang me if I don” t believe you are 


a parcel of perjured raſcals ; however take this bum 


per of October to your maſter's health. 
Then John got upon the battlements, and, looking 


over, he called to Nic. Frog : 


&« How d'ye do, Nic? D' ye ſee where Iam, Nic? 


« T hope the cauſe goes on ſwimmingly, Nic. When 
e doſt thou intend to go to Clay-pool, Nic? Wilt 
| © thou buy there ſome high heads of the neweſt 

| © cut for my daughters? How comeſt thou to go with 


& thy arm tied up? Has old Lewis given thee a rap 


& over thy fingers-ends ? Thy weapon was a good 
& one, when I wielded it, but the butt-end remains 


&« in my hands. I am fo buſy in packing up my goods, 
ce that I have no time to talk with thee any longer. 
© It would do thy heart good to ſee what waggon- 
& loads I am preparing for market. If thou wanteſt 


“ any good office of mine, for all that has happened, . 


1 will uſe thee well Nic. B' uy, Me.“ 


POST- 


[ 136 ] 
POSTSCRIPT. 


I T has been diſputed amongſt the Literati of Grub- 
4 Preet, whether Sir Humphry proceeded any farther 
into the hiſtory of John Bull. By diligent enquiry 
we have found the titles of ſome chapters, which ap- 
pear to be a continuation of it; and are as follow : 


Chap. I. How John was made angry with the articles 
of agreement. Flow he kicked the parchment through 


the houſe, up ſtairs and down frairs, and au "ny 
in a great heat thereby. 


Chap. II. How in his paſſion he was going to cut off 
Sir Roger's head with a cleaver, Of the firange 
manner of Sir Roger's eſcaping the blow, by laying 
his head upon the dreſſer, 


Chap. III. How ſome of John's ſervants attempted to 
ſcale his houſe with rope-ladders; and how _ un- 
fortunately dangled in the ſame. 


{ Ch ap. IV. Of the methods by which John endorumered 
to preſerve the peace among ſi his neighbours : how he 
kept a pair of ſtill-yards to weigh them; and by diet, 
purging, vomiting, and bleeding, tried to * them 
to equal bulk and ſtrength. 


Chap. V, Of falſe accounts of the weights given in 1 by 
fome of the journeymen; and of the New- market 
tricks, that were praiſed at the ſtill- yards. 

Chap. VI. How John's new journeymen brought him 

_ other-guiſe accounts of the ſtill- yards. 

| Ch ap. 


POSTSCRIPT. 137 


* Chap. VII. How Sir * Swain Northy was by bleed- 


ing, purging, and a ſieel-diet, brought into a con- 
ſumption ; and how John was forced ha to 
give him the gold cordial, 


. Chap. VIII. How + Peter Bear was overfed, and a- 


teribards refuſed to ſubmit to the courſe of phyſick. 


Chap. IX. How John pampered Eſquire South with 
tit-bits, till he grew wanton 3 how he got drunk 


with Calabrian wine, and longed for Sicilian beef, 
and how John carried him thither in his barge. 


Chap. X. How the E ſuire, from a Foul. feeder, grew 


dainty: how he longed for mangoes, ſpices, and 


Indian birds- neſts, etc. and could not mo but 7 ina 
Chintz bed. 


Chap. XI. The E ſquire turned tradeſman z "bite he ſet 


1b a | China-ſhop over- againſt Nic. Frog. 


Chap. XII. How he procured Spaniſh flies to bliſter _ 


neighbours, and as a provocative to himfelf. 


likewiſe how he raviſhed Nic. F rog 5 favourite Fu 


ter. 


Chap. XIII. Hno Nic. Frog, hearing the girl ſqueak, 


ent to call John Bull as a conſtable © calling of a 
conſtable no preventive of a rape. 


| Chap. XIV. How John roſe out of his hed in a cold 


morning to prevent a duel between Eſquire South and 


Lord Strutt ; how, to his great furprize, he found 


the combatants drinking Geneva in a brandy-ſhop, _ 
with Nic's Favourite daughter between them. How 


* King of 1 
+ Czar of Meſcovy. 
$1 The end company. 


they 


1 POSTSCRIPT. 
| they both fell upon John, ſs that he was forced to fight 
bis way out. 
1 Chap. XV. Hou John came with his eonftable's Haff, 
ta reſcue Nic's daughter, and break the ned s 
China-ware. 


Chap. XVI. Commentary upon the Spaniſh proverb, 
Time and I againft any Two; or advice to dogma- 
tical politicians, exemplified in ſome new affairs be- 
tween John Bull and Lewis Baboon. 


quadrille. How Lewis Baboon atiempted to play a 
game ſolo in cubs, and was beaſted : how John call. 


partner ſhould have too many tricks : and how the 


King. 


Chap. XVII. A diſcourſe of the delightful game of 


ed Lewis for his King, and was afraid that his own 


fecceſs and ſkill of quadrille depends upon calling a right 
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PROPOSALS 


7 For Printing a very | 
FTE DISCOURSE 
ENTITLED 
YETAOAODIA NOAITIKE; 


OR, 


THE ART OF POLITICAL LYING. 


H ERE 1 now in the preſs a curious piece, en- 


| titled, Te, TIoAT3XY ; 3 or, The Art of Po- 
lie, Lying : conſiſting of two volumes in Llarto. 


The PROPOSALS : are 


I. That, if the Author meets with ſuitable encou- 


ragement, he intends to deliver the firſt volume to 
the ſubſcribers by Hilary Term next. 


II. The price of both volumes will be, to the ſub- 
ſeribers, fourteen ſhillings, ſeven whereof are to be 


paid down, and the other ſeven at the — of the 
ſecond volume. 5 


III. Thoſg 
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III. Thoſe that ſubſcribe for ſix, ſhall have a ſe- 


venth gratis, which reduces the price to leſs than fix 
ſhillings a volume. 


IV. That the ſubleribers ſhall have their names 
and Places of abode printed at length. 


For the encouragement of ſo uſeful a work, it is 

thought fit the publick ſhould be informed of the 

contents of the firſt volume, by one who has with 
great Care peruſed the manuſer we 


THE ART OF 


POLITICAL LYING. 


HE author, in his preface, makes ſome very 
judicious reflections upon the original of arts 
and ſciences : that at firſt they conſiſt of ſcattered 
theorems and practices, which are handed about a- 


mongſt the maſters, and only revealed to the filii ar- 
tis, till ſuch time as ſome great genius appears, who 


cCollects theſe disjointed propoſitions, and reduces them 
into a regular ſyſtem. That this is the caſe of that 
noble and uſeful art of Political Lying, which in this 
Taft age having been enriched with ſeveral new diſco- 
veries, ought not to lie any longer in rubbiſh and con- 
fuſion, but may juſtly claim a place in the Encyclo- 
fœdia, eſpecially ſuch as ſerves for a model of educa- 
tion for an able politician, That he propoſes to him- 
ſelf no mall ſtock of fame in future ages, in being the 


8 0 flirſt 


bs 3 QZq 


--.._--, POLITICAL LYING. | 1h 
Rrſt who has undertaken this deſign ; and for the ſame 
reaſon he hopes the imperfeCtion of his work will be 
excuſed. He invites all perſons, who have any ta- 
lents that way, or any new diſcovery, to communi- 


| cate their thoughts, aſſuring them that honourable 


mention ſhall be made of them in his work. 


The firſt volume conf 97 of eleven chapters. 355 


In the firſt chapter of his excellent treatiſe, 1 rea- 
ſons philoſophically concerning the nature of the ſcul 
of man, and thoſe qualities which render it ſuſceptible 
of hes. He ſuppoſes the ſoul to be of the nature of 


a plano-cylindrical ſpeculum, or looking- glaſs; that the 


plain fide was made by God Almighty, but that the 


| devil afterwards wrought the other ſide into a cylin- 


drical figure. The plain fide repreſents objects juſt 


as they are; and the cylindrical ſide, by the rules of 
| catoptricks, muſt needs repreſent true objects falſe, 
| and falſe objects true: but the cylindrical fide, being 
| much the larger ſurface, takes in a greater compaſs of 
viſual rays. That upon the cylindrical fide of the 
ſou] of man depends the whole art and ſucceſs of Po- 

| litical Lying. The author, in this chapter, proceeds 
| to reaſon upon the qualities of the mind: as its pecu- 
liar fondneſs of the malicious and the miraculous, The 
| tendency of the ſoul towards the malicious ſprings from 
| ſelf-love, or a pleaſure to find mankind more wicked, 

| baſe, or unfortunate, than ourſelves. The defign of 
| the miraculous proceeds from the inactivity of the 
| ſoul, or its incapacity to be moved or delighted with 
| any thing that is vulgar or common. The author 


having 
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having eſtabliſhed the qualities of the mind, upon 


which his art is founded, he proceeds, 


In his ſecond chapter, to treat of the nature of Po- 


litical Lying; which he defines to be, the art of con- 
vincing the people of ſalutary falſhoeds, for ſome good end. 


He calls it an art, to diſtinguiſh it from that of tel- 


ling truth, which does not ſeem to want art; but 
then he 10 have this underſtood only as to the i in- 
vention, becauſe there is indeed more art neceſſary to 
convince the people of a ſalutary truth, than a ſaluta- 
7y falſhood. Then he proceeds to prove, that there 


are ſalutary falſhoods, of which he gives a great many 


inſtances, both before and after the revolution; and 


demonſtrates plainly, that we could not have carried 
on the war ſo long without ſeveral of thoſe ſalutary 
falſhoods. He gives rules to calculate the value of a 


Political Lye, in pounds, ſhillings, and pence. By 
good he does not mean that which is abſolutely ſo, 
but what appears ſo to the artiſt, which is a ſufficient 
ground for him to proceed upon; and he diſtinguiſhes 
the good, as it commonly is, into bonum utile, dulce, 
et hongſlum. He ſhews you, that there are Political 


Lyes of a mixed nature, which include all the three 


in different reſpects: that the utile reigns generally 


about the Eæchange, the dulce and honęſtum at the 


Meſtminſter end of the town. One tnan ſpreads a lye 


to ſell or buy loc to greater advantage; a ſecond, 


becauſe it is honourable to ſerve his party; and a third, 
becauſe it is ſweet to gratify his revenge. Having ex- 


plained the ſeveral terms of his een be pe: 


reeds, 


In his third. chapter, to treat of the Jnwfulndſ of 
Political 
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Political Lying; which he deduces from its true and 


genuine principles, by enquiring into the ſeveral rights 
that mankind have to truth, He thews, that people 


have a right to private truth from their neighbours, 
and economical truth from their own family, that they = 
ſhould not be abuſed by their wives, children, and 
ſervants ; but that they have no right at all to Paliti- 
cal Truth ; that the people may as well all pretend to 
be lords of manors, and poſſeſs great eſtates, as to have 


truth told them in matters of government, The au- 


thor with great judgment lates the /everal ſhares of : 
mankind in this matter of truth, according to their 


ſeveral capacities, dignities, and profeſſions; and ſhews 


you, that children have hardly any ſhare at all; in 
conſequence of which, they have very ſeldom any 
truth told them. It muſt be owned, that the author 


in this chapter has ſome ſeeming cifficulties to e 


and zexts of Scripture to explain. 55 


The Fourth chapter is wholly employed in this 


queſtion, whether the right of coinage of Political Lyes 
be wholly in the vermin ? The author, who is a 
true friend to engliſb liberty, determines in the nega- 
tive, and anſwers all the arguments of the oppoſite 
party with great acuteneſs ; that, as the government off 


England has a mixture of democratical in it ; ſo the 
right of inventing and ſpreading Political Lyes is part- 


yi in the people; and their obſtinate adherence to this 
juſt privilege has been moſt conſpicuous, and ſhined 
with great luſtre of late years: that it happens very 


often, that there are no other means left to the good 
people of England to pull down a miniitry and govern- 


ment they a are weary of, but by exercifing chis their 


2 1 undoubted 


it 
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undoubted right : that abundance of Political Lying 
is a ſure ſign of true engliſb liberty: that, as miniſters 
do ſometimes uſe tools to ſupport their power, it is 
but reaſonable that the people ſhould employ the ſame 
weapon to defend themſelves, and pull them down. 
In his 5th chapter, he divides Political Lyes into 
ſeveral ſpecies and claſſes, and gives precepts about 
the inventing, ſpreading, and propagating the ſeveral 
forts of them: he begins with the rumores, and libelli 
i  Fameſi, ſuch as concern the reputation of men in pow- 
1 er: where he finds fault with the common miſtake, 
= that takes notice only of one fort, viz. the detractory, 
or defamatory, whereas in truth there are three ſorts, 
the detractory, the additory, and the tranſlatory. The 


= tion than belongs to him, to enable him to ſerve ſome 
good end or purpoſe. The detractory or defamatory 
is a lye, which takes from a great man the reputation 


to the detriment of the publick. The tran/latory is a 
| lye, that transfers the merit of a man's good action to 
another, who is in himſelf more deſerving ; or tranſ- 
fers the demerit of a bad action from the true author 
to a perſon who is in himſelf leſs deſerving. He gives 
ſeveral inſtances of very great ſtrokes in all the three 
kinds, eſpecially in the laſt, when it was neceſſary 
for the good of the publick to he/tow the valour and 
conduct of one man upon another, and that of many to 
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additory gives to a great man a larger ſhare of reputa- 


that juſtly belongs to him, for fear he ſhould uſe it 


one man, nay even *, upon a good occaſion, a man 
* Major-general Webb obtain: 1708. He was ſent with 6000 


befieging 
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may be robbed of his victory by a perſon that did not 


command in the action. The reitoring and deſtroy- 


ing the publick may be aſcribed to perſons who had 


no hand in either, The author exhorts all gentlemen 
practitioners to exerciſe theinſelves in the tranſlatory, 
becauſe, the exi//ence of the things themſelves being 


viſible, and not demanding any proof, there wants 
nothing to be put upon the publick, but a falſe author, 
or a falſe cauſe ; which is no great preſumption upon 


the credulity of mankind, to whom the ſecret ſprings / 


of things are for the moſt part unknown. 

The author proceeds to give ſome precepts as to 
the additory that when one aſcribes any thing to a 
perſon, which does not belong to him, the lye ought 


to be calculated not quite contradictory to his known - 
qualities: for example, one would not make the french 
| King preſent at a Proteſtant conventicle; nor, like 
| queen Elizabeth, reſtore the overplus of taxes to his 
| ſubjets. One would not bring in the Emperor giving 
two months pay in advance t to his troops; nor the 
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| bebogton Tile; Count de la Motte 


came out from Ghent with near 
24,000 men to intercept them; 
but Major-general Webb diſpoſed 
his men with ſuch admirable 


| Kill, that, notwithſtanding the 
| vaſt "fuperiority of numbers, by 


the pure force of Order and Diſ- 


poſition the French were driven 


back in two or three ſucceſſive 
attempts, and, after haying loſt 
bor 7000 men, could be brought 
to charge no more. This may 
juſtly be 1eckoned amongſt the 
greateſt actions of that war: but 


the Duke of Mar!boraigh”s ſecre- 
Vo. V. 


tary, in his letter written to Eng- 


land, gave all the honour of it to 
General Cadogan, the Duke's fa- 


vourite, who did not come up till 


after the engagement. This was 


ſo reſented by General Webb, that 
he left the army in diſguſt 3 and, 
coming into England to do bim- 


ſelf juſtice, received the unani- 


mous thanks of the Houſe of 
Commons for his eminent ſervi- 
ces by that great action; which 
was alſo acknowledged in a diſ- 
tinguiſhiag manner by. the King 


of Pruſſia, who beſtowed on him 


the Order of Generofi 79. 
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1 Dutch paying more than their quota, One would not | 
4 make the ſame perſon zealous for a ſtanding-army and 
5 4 publick liberty; nor an atheiſt ſupport the church; FF 7 
N nor a lewd fellow a reformer of manners; nor a hot- 
A headed, crack-brained coxcomb forward for a ſcheme | | 
4 of moderation. But, if it is abſolutely neceſſary, that 
4 a perſon is to have ſome good adventitious quality given , d 
1 him, the author's precept is, that it ſhould not be ÞÞ 
4 done at firſt in extremo gradu. For example; they l 
1 | ſhould not make a covetous man give away all at once 1) 
i five thouſand pounds in a charitable generous way; 14 
1 twenty or thirty pounds may ſuffice at firſt, They b 
4 ſhould not introduce a perſon of remarkable ingrati- n 
1 tude to his benefactors, rewarding a poor man for ſome |Þ ® 
i good office that was done him thirty years ago; but I 
x they may allow him to acknowledge a ſervice to a per- 

{4 fon, who is capable {till to do him another. A man, 

15 


whoſe perſonal courage is ſuſpected, is not at firſt to 
drive whole ſquadrons before him; but he may be al- 
lowed the merit of ſome ſquabble, or throwing a bottle 
at his adverſary's head. 
It will not be allowed to make a great man, that is 
2 known deſpiſer of religion, ſpend whole days in his 
cloſet at his devotion ; but you may with ſafety make 
him fit out publick prayers with decency. A oreat 
man, who has never been known willingly to pay a 
juſt debt, ought not all of a ſudden to be introduced 
making reſtitution of thouſands he has cheated ; let 
it ſuffice at firſt to pay twenty — to a friend 
who has loſt his note. 
He lays down the ſame rules in the * or de- 
famatory kind: that they ould not be quite oppoſite 
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POLITICAL LYING. 147 
to the qualities the perſons are ſuppoſed to have. Thus 
it will not be found according to the ſound rules of 
pſcudology, to report of a pious and religious prince, 
that he neglects his devotion, and would introduce 
hereſy ; but you may report of a merciful prince, that 


| he has pardoned a criminal who did not deſerve it, 
| You will be unſucceſsful, if you give out of a great 
man, who is remarkable for bis frugality for the pub- 

| lick, that he ſquanders away the nation's s money; but 
| you may ſafely relate that he hoards it: you muſt not 

| affirm he took a bribe ; but you may freely cenſure 
| him for being tardy in his payments z becauſe though 
neither may be true, yet the laſt is credible, the firſt 
not. Of an open-hearted generous miniſter you are 
not to ſay, that he was in an intrigue to betray his 
country; but you may affirm, with ſome probability, 
| that he was in an intrigue with a lady. He warns all 
practitioners to take good heed to theſe precepts ; for 
want of which, many of their lyes baue of late even 
| abortive or ſhort-lived. 

In the fixth chapter he treats of the ER WR ; by 
| which he underſtands any thing that exceeds the com- 
mon degrees of probability. In reſpect of the people 
it is divided into two ſorts, the 75 Sog, or the 79 9v- 
| parides, terrifying hes, and animating or encouraging hyes, 


both being extremely uſeful on their proper occaſions, 


Concerning the 3 $8: he gives ſeveral rules; one 
of which is, that terrible objects ſhould not be too re- 
quently ſhewn to the people, leſt they grow familiar. 


He ſays, it is abſolutely neceſſary, that the people of 
England ſhould be frighted with the French king and 


ihe Protenaer © once a year 3 but that the bears ſhould 
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148 THE ART OF 
be chained up again till that time twelvemonth. The 


want of obſerving this ſo neceſſary a precept, in bring- 
ing out the raw-head and bloody-bones upon every tri- 
| fling occaſion, has produced great indifference in the 


vulgar of late years. As to the animating or encoura- 
ging hes, he gives the following rules; that they 
ſhould not far exceed the common Jegrers of proba- 


bility ; that there ſhould be variety of chem; ; and the 
| ſame lye not obſtinately inſiſted upon: that the pro- 


miſſory or prognoſticating lyes ſhould not be upon 
ſhort days, for fear the authors ſhould have the ſhame 


and confuſion to fee themſelves ſpeedily contradicted. 


He examines by theſe rules that well-meant, but un- 


| fortunate lye of the conguef? of France, which continued 


near + twenty years together; but at laſt, by being too 


obſtinately inſiſted upon, it was worn threadbare, and 


became unſucceſsful. 

As to the 28 regards, or the nien, he has lit- 
tle to adviſe, but that their comets, whales, and dra- 
gons ſhould be /zzeable ; their ſtorms, tempeſts, and 


_ earthquakes, without the reach of a day s Journey of a 


man and horſe. 
The ſeventh chapter is wholly taken up in an enqui- 


ry, || which of the 20 parties are the greateſt artiſts in 


Political Lying. He owns, that ſometimes the one 
party, and ſometimes the other, is better believed, but 


that they have both very great genius's amongſt them. 


He attributes the ill ſucceſs of either party to their 


glutting the market, and retailing too much of a bad 
commodity at once : when there | is too great a quan- 


+ During the reigns of king Il iliiam and queen Arne, | 
15 See the W No. XIV, Vol. 7. 
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POLITICAL LYING. 149 
tity of worms, it is hard to catch gudgeons. He pro- 
poſes a ſcheme for the recovery of the credit of any 
party, which indeed ſeems to be ſomewhat chimeri- 
cal, and does not ſavour of that ſound judgment the 
author has ſhewn in the reſt of the work. It amounts 
to this, that the party ſhould agree to vent nothing 
but truth for three months together, which will give 
them credit for ſix months lying afterwards. He 


owns, that he believes it almoſt impoſſible to find fit 

perſons to execute this ſcheme. Towards the end of 
the chapter, he inveighs ſeverely againft the folly of 

| parties, in retaining ſcoundrels and men of low genius 
| to retail their lyes ; ſuch as moſt of the preſent news- 
| writers are, who, except a ſtrong bent and inclination 

| towards the profeſſion, ſeem to be wholly ignorant 

in the rules of 7/cudelogy, and 1 not at all qualified for 
| ſo weighty a truit. 

| In his next chapter he treats of "=D extraordinary 
genius' s, Who have appeared of late years, eſpecially 
in their diſpoſition towards the muiraculous, He advi- 
ſes thoſe hopeful young men to turn their invention 
| to the ſervice of their country, it being inglorious, at 
| this time, to employ their talent in prodigious fox- 
| chaces, horſe-courſes, feats of activity in driving of 
| coaches, jumping, running, ſwallowing of peaches, 
| pulling out whole ſetts of teeth to clean, etc. when 
| their country ſtands ſo much in need of their aſſiſt- 


ance. 
The erghth chapter i is a project for uniting the "2 
veral ſmaller corporations of lyars into one ſociety. 


It is too tedious to give a full account of the whole : 
heme: what is molt remarkable i is, that this ſociety 92 
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ought to conſiſt of the heads of each party: that no 
lye is to paſs current without their approbation, they 
being the beſt judges of the preſent exigencies, and 
what ſort of lyes are demanded : that in ſuch a cor- 
poration there ought to be men of all proſeſſions, that 
79 gia, and the 0 yo, that is, decency and proba- 
bility, may be obſerved as much as poſſible: that, be- 


ſides the perſons above-mentioned, this ſociety ought 
to conſiſt of the hopeful genius's about the town, (of N 


which there are great plenty to be picked up in the ſe. 


veral coffee- houſes) travellers, virtuoſo's, fox-hunters, | 
jockies, attornies, old ſeamen and ſoldiers out of the 
hoſpitals of Greenwich and Chelſea : to this ſociety, ſo 


conſtituted, ought to be committed the ſole manage- 


ment of lying that in their outer-room there ought 
always to attend ſome perſons endowed with a great 
ſtock of credulity, a generation that thrives mighti 
in this ſoil and climate: he thinks a ſufficient numbuÞ# 


of them may be picked up any- where about the Ex. 


change : theſe are to circulate what the other coin; 


for no man ſpreads a lye with ſo good a grace, as ht 


that believes it: that the rule of the ſociety be to invent 
a lye, and ſometimes two, for every day; in the choice 


of which great regard ought to be had to the weathe 


and the ſeaſon of the year: your , or terrifying he 


do mighty well in November and December, but not (6 
well in May and June, unleſs the eaſterly winds reign 
that it ought to be penal for any body to talk of an) 
thing but the lye of the day: that the ſociety is t 
maintain a ſufficient number of ſpies at court, ant 
other places, to furniſh hints and topicks for inven 
tion, and a general correſpondence of all the market 
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towns for circulating their lyes: that if any one of 
the ſociety were obſerved to bluſh, or look out of 
countenance, or want a neceſſary circumſtance in 
telling the lye, he ought to be expelled, and declared 
incapable: beſides the roaring lyes, there ought to be 


a private committee for whiſpers, conſtituted of the 


ableſt men of the ſociety. Here the author makes a 


digreſſion in praiſe of the Ihig- -party, for the right un- 


derſtanding and uſe of progf-iyes. A proef-lye is like 
a proof. charge for a piece of ordnance, to try a ſtandard 
credulity, Of ſuch a nature he takes tranſubſtantia- 
tion to be in the church of Rome, a proof article, 


which if any one ſwallows, they are ſure he will di- 


geſt every thing elſe: therefore the Mhig- party do 
wiſely to try the credulity of the people ſometimes by 


ſwingers, that they may be able to judge, to what 


height they may charge them aſterwards. Towards 
the end of this chapter, he warns the heads of parties 
againſt believing their own lyes, which has proved of 


pernicious conſequence of late, both a wiſe party, and 
2 wiſe nation, having regulated their affairs upon lyes 
of their own invention. The cauſes of this he ſup- 


poſes to be too great a zeal and intenſeneſs in the 


practice of this art, and a vehement heat in mutual 


converſation, whereby they perſuade one another, that 


what they wiſh, and report to be true, is really ſo: 


that all parties have been ſubject to this misfortune. 


The Jacobites have been conſtantly infeſted with it; 
but the Mhigs of late ſeemed even to exceed them in 
this ill habit and weakneſs. To this chapter the au- 

thor ſubjoins a calendar of mw proper for the ſeveral 5 


months of rw Jor--- 
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152 THE ART OF 
The ninth chapter treats of the celerity and duration 
of lyes. As to the celerity of their motion, the author 
ſays it is almoſt incredible: he gives ſeveral inſtances 
of lyes, that have gone faſter than a man can ride 
poſt : your terrifying hes travel at a prodigious rate, 
above ten miles an hour; your whiſpers move in a 
narrow vortex, but very ſwiftly. The author fays, 
it is impoſſible to explain ſeveral phenomena in rela- 
tion to the celerity of lyes, without the ſuppoſition 
of ſynchroniſm and combination. As to the duration of 


lyes, he ſays there are of all ſorts, ſrom hours and days 


to ages; that there are ſome, which like inſects die 
and revive again in a different form; that good art- 
iſts, like people who build upon a ſhort leaſe, will 
calculate the duration of a lye ſurely to anſwer their 
purpoſe ; z to laſt juſt as long, and no o longer, than the 
turn 1s ſerved, | 
The tenth chapter treats of the cinen of 
lyes ; how to know, when, where, and by whom in- 
vented? Your dutch, engliſh, and french ware are amply 
diſtinguiſhed from one another; an exchange He from 


one coined at the other end of the town: oreat judg- 


ment is to be ſhewn as to the place, where the ſpecies 
is intended to circulate: very low and baſe coin will 


ſerve for Wapping there are ſeveral coffee - houſes, 


that have their particular ſtamps, which a judicious 
practitioner may eaſily know. All your great men 
have their proper phantateuflicks. The author ſays, 


he has attained by ſtudy and application to ſo great 


| {kill in this matter, that, bring him any lye, he can 
tell whoſe image it bears ſo truly, as the great man 
himſelf ſhall not have the face to deny it. The pro- 


bi 2 | 


ont —— as ——_— N 


POLTTICAL LVYI NG. 153 

ry Hes of great men are known by ſhouldering, 

bugging, ſqueezing, ſmiling, bowing ; and their lyes 
in matter of {act by immoderate ſwearing. 

He ſpends the whole eleventh chapter on one ſim ple 
queſtion, whether a lye is beſt contradifted by truth, or 
by another he? The author ſays, that, conſidering the 
large extent of the ꝙlindrical ſurface of the ſoul, and 
the great propenſity to believe lyes in the generality 
of mankind of late years, he thinks the propereſt con- 
tradiction to a lye is another lye. For example; if 
it ſnould be reported, that the Pretender was at Londen, 
one would not contradict it by faying, he never was in 
England; but you muſt prove by eye-witneſles, that 
he came no fartter than Greenwich, and then went 
back again. Thus if it be ſpread about, that a great 


perſon were dying of ſome diſeaſe, you mult not ſay 
the truth, that they are in health, and never had ſuch 
a diſeaſe, but that they are ſlowly recovering of it. 


So there was not long ago a gentleman, who affirmed, 
that the treaty with ” France for bringing popery and 
ſlavery into England was ſigned the 15th of September; 


to which another anſwered very judiciouſly, not by 
oppoſing truth to his lye, that there was no ſuch trea- 
ty; but that, to his certain knowledge, there were 


many things in that treaty not yet adjuſted, 


The account of the ſecond aki of this excelent trea- 
Leaks is reſerved for another time. 
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REASONS 


HUMBLY OFFERED 


By the company exerciſing the trade and 


myſtery of UpyoLDERs, 


Againſt part of the BILL, for the better died 


ng, ſearching, 2 examining arugs, medi- 
cines, etc. 1724 *, 


Brin. G called upon by ſeveral retailers and diſ- 


penſers of drugs and medicines about town, to uſe 
our endeavours againſt the bill now depending for 
viewing, etc. In regard of our common intereſt, and 
in gratitude to the faid retailers and diſpenſers oi me- 


Fo which we have always found to be very ef- 


fectual, we preſume to lay the following reaſons be- 


fore the publick againſt the ſaid bill. 


That the company of upholders are e far from being 


81 to the giving of drugs and medicines in general, 
provided they may be of ſuch qualities as we require, 


and adminiſtered by ſuch perſons, in whom our com- 
| pany juſtly repoſe the greateſt confidence : and, pro- 


* In the year 1724 the phyſi- preſcription of a phyſician : during 


cians made application to parlia- which this tract was diſperſed in 
ment to prevent apothecaries diſ- the court of requeſts, CE 
| peuſing e without the | | 


vided 
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' vided they tend to the encouragement of trade, and 
the conſumption of the woollen manu acture of this 


kingdom. 
W e beg leave to obſerve, that there hath . No 


complaint from any of the nobility, gentry, and citixeus 


whom we have attended. Our practice, which conſiſts 
chiefly in outward applications, having been always 
ſo effectual, that none of our patients have been obli- 


ged to undergo a ſecond operation, excepting one gen- 
tlewoman; who, after her firſt burial, having burthen- 
ed her huſband with a new brood of poſthumous _ 


children, her ſecond funeral was by us performed 


without any farther charges to the ſaid huſband of the 
_ deceaſed. And we humbly hope, that one ſingle in- 
ſtance of this kind, a misfortune owing merely to the 
avarice of a ſexton in cutting off a ring, will not be 
imputed to any want of {kill or care in our company. 


We humbly conceive, that the power by this bill 


ladged in the cenſers of the college of phyſicians to reſtrain 


any of his majeſty's ſubjects from diſpenſing, and 
well- diſpoſed perſons from taking what medicines they 


pleaſe, is a manifeſt encroachment on the liberty ang 
property of the ſubject. 

As the company, exerciſing the trade and myſtery 
2 of upholders, have an undiſputed right in and upon 
the boclies of all and every the ſubjects of the kingdom; 
we conceive the paſſing of this bill, though not abſo- 


Jutely depriving them of their ſaid right, might keep 


them out of poſſeſſion by unreaſonable 4119 to the 
great detriment of our company and their numerous 
Jamilies.. : 


We hope it will be conſidered, that there are EY 
titudes 
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titudes of neceſſitous heirs and penurious parents, per- 
ſons in pinching circumſtances with numerons fami- 
lies of children, wives that have lived long, many ro- 
| buſt aged women with great jointures, elder brothers 
with bad underſtandings, ſingle heirs of great eſtates, 
whereby the collateral line are for ever excluded, re- 
verſionary patents, and reverſionary promiſes of pre- 
ſerments, leaſes upon ſingle lives, and play- debts upon 
joint lives, and that the perſons ſo aggrieved have no 
| hope of being ſpeedily relieved any other way, than 

by the diſpenſing of drugs and medicines in the manner 
they new are, burying alive being Judged repugnant 
to the known laws of this kingdom. 

That there are many of hs deceaſed, who by cer- 
tain mechanical motions and powers are carried about 
town, who would have been put into our hands long 
before this time by any other well-ordered govern- 
ment: by want of a due police in this particular Our 
company have been great ſufferers. 

That frequent funcrals contribute to preſerve the 
genealogies of famailics, and the honours conferred by 
the crown, which are no-where ſo well illuſtrated as 
on this ſolemn occaſion ; to maintain receſſitous clergy ; 
to enable the c/zr45 to appear in decent habits to offici- 
ate on Sundays; to feed the great retinue of /ober and 
melancholy men, who appear at the ſaid funerals, and 
who muſt ſtarve without conſtant and regular employ- 
ment. Moreover we defire it may be remembered, 
that by the paſſing of this bill the nobility and gentry. 
u ill have their 0/4 coaches lie upon their hands, which 
are now employed by our company. 


And we | farther hope, that frequent funerals will 
not 
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not be diſcouraged, as is by this bill propoſed, it being 
the only method left of carrying ſome people to 


church, 
We are 10, that by the hardſhips of this bill our 


company will be reduced to leave their buſineſs here, 


and practiſe at Vork and Briſtol, where the free uſe of 
bad medicines will be flill allowed. 
It is therefore hoped, that no ſpecious pretence whatſq- 


ever will be thought ſufficient to introduce an arbitrary © 
and unlimited power for people to live (in defiance of 
art) as long as they can by the courſe of nature, to the 


_ prejudice of our company, and the decay of trade. 
That, as our company are like to ſuffer in ſome 
meaſure by the power given to phyſicians to diſſect 
the bodies of malefactors, we humbly hope, that the 
manufacture of caſes for ſkeletons will be reſerved ſole- 
ly to the coffin- makers. 
__ Welikewiſe humbly preſume, that the interefls of 
the ſevera] trades and profeſſions, which depend upon 


ours, may be regarded; ſuch as that of hearſes, coach- 


es, coffins, epitaphs, and bell - ropes, ſtone- cutters, 


feather-men, and bell-ringers ; and eſpecially the ma- 


nufacturers of crapes ; and the makers of ſnuff, who 


uſe great quantities of old coffins, and who, conſidered 


in the conſumption of their drugs, employ by far the 


greateſt number of hands of any manufacture of the 


Kingdom, 2 


To 
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To Tae Ricur Honourable 


Tur MAYOR any ALDERMEN 
T OF THE CITY or LONDON. 


© HE HUMBLE PET ITION 


OF THE 


Colliers, cooks, cook - maids, Machfaiths, Jack- 
Makers, brafiers, and others, 


SHEWETH, 


HAT whereas certain virtzſi r, diſlaffected . 
the government, and to the trade and proſpe- 
ity of this kingdom, taking upon them the name and 
title of the CATOPTRICAL VICTUALLERS, have 
preſumed by gathering, breaking, folding, and bun- 
dling up the ſun- beams by the help of certain glaſſes to 
make, produce, and kindle up ſeveral new fecus's or 
fires within theſe his majeſty's dominions, and there- 
by to boil, bake, ſtew, fry, and dreſs all ſorts of vic- 
tuals and proviſions, to brew, diſtil ſpirits, ſmelt ore, 
and in general to perform all the offices of culinary 
res; and are endeavouring to procure to themfelves 
the monopoly of this their ſaid invention. We beg 
leave humbly to repreſent to your honours. 
— — — —— — o 4X) 
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That ſuch grant or patent will utterly ruin and re- 
duce to beggary your petitioners, their wives, children; 
ſervants, and trades on them depending ; there being 
nothing left to them, after the ſaid invention, but 
warming of cellars and drefling of {uppers in the win- 
ter-time. That the aboliſhing ſo conſiderable a branch 
of the coaſting-trade, as that of the colliers, will de- 


ſtroy the navigation of this kingdom. That whereas 


the ſaid catadirical viftuallers talk of making uſe of the 
mon by night, as of the ſun by day, they will utterly 


ruin the numerous body of . chandlers, and im- 


pair a very conſiderable branch of the revenue, which 
ariſes from the tax upon tallow and candles. 


That the ſaid catoptrical wictuallers do profane the 


emanations of that glorious Juminary the un, which 
is appointed to rule the day, and not to roaft mutton. 
And we humbly RAS vg 1 will be found contrary 
to the known laws of this kingdom, to confine, fore- 
fall, and monopolize the beams of the ſun. And 
whereas the ſaid catoptrical victuallers have under taken 


by burning glaſſes made of ice to roaſt an ox upon the 
Thames next winter: we conceive all ſuch practices 


to be an encroachment upon the rights and privileges 
of the company of watermen, 


That the diverſity of expoſition of the 5 ki ich- 


ens in this great city, whereby ſome receive the rays 
of the ſun ſooner, and others later, will occaſion great 


irregularity as to the time of dining of the ſeveral in- 
| habitants, and conſequently great uncertainty and 


confuſion in the diſpatch of buſineſs : and to thoſe, 
who by reaſon of their northern N will be ſtill 
. Horced t to be at the ergences of Culinary res, it wil 


redute 
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reduce the price of their manufacture to ſuch 1 inequa- 
lity, as is inconſiſtent with common juſtice : and the 


| fame inconveniency will affect landlords in the value 
| of their rents. 


That the uſe of the ſaid glaſſes will oblige cooks, 


and cook-maids, to ſtudy opticks and aſtronomy; 3 in 


order to know the due diſtances of the ſaid focus's or 


fires, and to adjuſt the poſition of their glaſſes to the 
ſeveral altitudes of the ſun, varying according to the 


hours of the day, and the ſeaſons of the year; which 
ſtudies, at theſe years, will be highly troubleſome to 
the ſaid cooks and cook-maids, not to ſay any thing 


of the utter incapacity of ſome of them to go through 


with ſuch difficult arts; or (which is ſtill a greater 
inconvenience) it will throw the whole art of cookery 
into the hands of aſtronomers and glaſs-grinders, per- 
ſons utterly unſkilled in other parts of that profeſſion, 
to the great detriment of the Dealt of his majeſty's 
good ſubjects. 


That it is known by experience, that meat roaſted 
wh ſun- beams is extremely unwholeſome; witneſs 


ſeveral that have died ſuddenly after eating the pro- 
viſions of the ſaid catoptrical victuallers; foraſmuch as 
the ſun-beams taken inwardly render the humours too 


hot and aduſt, occaſion great ſweatings, and dry up 


the rectual moiſture. 


That ſun-beams taken inwardly ſhed a malignant | 
influence upon the brain by their natural tendency to- 


wards the moon; and produce madneſs and diſtraction 
at the time of the full moon. That the conſtant uſe 


| of ſo great quantities of this 7nward light will occaſion 
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162 THE HUMBLE PETITION 
the growth of quakeriſm to the danger of the church, 
and of poetry to the danger of the ſtate. 
That the influences of the conſtellations, through 
which the ſun paſſes, will with his beams be convey- 
ed into the blood; and, when the ſun is among the 
horned ſigns, may produce ſuch a ſpirit of unchaſtity, 
as is dangerous to the honour of your worſhips fa- 
milies. | 
That mankind living much upon the ſeeds and other 
parts of plants, theſe being impregnated with the ſun- 
beams, may vegetate and grow in the bowels, a thing 
of more dangerous conſequence to human bodies than 
breeding of worms ; and this will fall heavieſt upon 
the poor, who live upon roots ; and the weak and 
ſickly, who live upon barley and rice-gruel, etc. for 
which we are ready to produce to your honours the 
opinions of eminent phyſicians, that the taſte and pro- 
perty of the victuals is much altered to the worſe by 
the ſaid ſolar cookery, the fricaſtes being deprived of 
the baut-gout they acquire by being drefled over char- 
coal. 

Laſth, Should it happen, by an eclipſe of an ex- 
traordinary length, that this city ſhould be deprived 
of the ſun- beams for ſeveral months; how will his 
majeſty's ſubjeRs ſubſiſt in the interim, when com- 
mon cookery, with the arts depending upon it, is to- 
tally loſt ? 


In Caen of theſe, and many other inconve- 

niencies, your petitioners humbly pray, that your 
honours would either totally prohibit the confi- Þ 
ning and manufacturing the /un-beams for any of 
5 the 
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the uſeful purpoſes of life, or in the enſuing parlia- 
ment procure a fax to be laid upon them, which may 
anſwer both the duty and price of coals, and which we 
humbly conceive cannot be leſs than thirty ſhillings 
per yard ſquare, reſerving the ſole right and privilege 


of the catoptrical cookery to the royal ſociety, and to the 


commanders and crew of the bomb- veſſels, under the 


direction of Mr. V biſton for finding out the longitude, 
who, by reaſon of the remoteneſs of their ſtations, may 
be reduced to ſireights for want of firing. 


And 1 we likewiſe beg, that your honours, as to the 


forementioned points, would hear the reverend 


Mr. Flam/tead, who is the legal officer appointed 


by the government to loo after the heavenly lu- 
minaries, whom we have conſtituted our truſty 
| and learned ſolicitor. 
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BEING 


An Account of the arrival of a White Bear, 
| at the houſe of Mr. Ratcliff in Biſhopſgate- 
ſtreet : as alſo of Fauſtina, the celebrated 


italian ſnging-woman ; and of the copper. -far- 
bing dean from Ireland. 


AND LASTLY, 


| 07 the wonderful ill Man that was nur nurſed i in the 
| woods of Germany by a wild beaſt, hunted and taken 


in toyls ; how he behaveth himſelf like a dumb crea- 


ture, and is a Chriſtian like one of us, being called ; 
Peter ; and how he was brought to court all in green, 


to the great aftomſhment ef. the quality and gentry, 
176. 


W E ſhall begin with a \ deſcription of Peter the 


ſavage, deferring our other cutioſities to ſome 
following papers. 


| Romulus and Remus, the two famous 8 men of 
antiquity, and Or/in that of the moderns, have been 
| . Juſtly 
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juſtly the admiration of all mankind: nor can we 
preſage leſs of this wild youth, as may be gathered 
from that famous and well known prophecy of Lil- 
Vs, which, being now accompliſhed, is moſt calily 
interpreted: 


Men Rome ſhall wend to Benevento, 
And Eſpagne break the Aſſiento; 
When eagle ſplit ſhall fly to China, 
And chriſtian folks adore Fauſtina: 
en ſhall an oak be brought to bed 
Of creature neither taught nor fed; 
Great oats ſhall be atchieve — 


The pope is now going to Benevento; the Spaniards 
have broke their treaty ; the emperor trades to China; 

and Lilly, were he alive, muſt be convinced, that it 
was not the Empreſs Fauſtina, that was meant in the 
prophecy. 
It is evident, by ſeveral tokens about this wild gen- 
tleman, that he had a father and mother like one of 
us; but, there being no regiſter of his chriſtening, 
his age is only to be gueſſed at by his ſtature and 


- countenance, and appeareth to be about twelve or 


thirteen. His being ſo young was the occaſion of the 
great diſappointment of the ladies, who came to the 
drawing-room in full expectation of ſome attempt 
upon their chaſtity : ſo far is true, that he endeavour- 
ed to kiſs the young lady Walpole, who for that reaſon 


is become the envy of the circle; this being a decla- 


ration of nature in favour of her flicaticn beauty. 
Ariſtotle faith, that man is the moſt mimick of all 
animals; which opinion of that great philoſopher is 
rong 
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ſtrongly confirmed by the behaviour of this wild gen- 
tleman, who is endowed with that quality to an ex- 


treme degree. He received his firſt impreſſions at 
court: his manners are firſt to lick people's hands, and 
then turn his breech upon them; to thruſt his hand 
into every body's pocket ; to climb over people's heads ; 
and even to make uſe of the royal hand to take what 
he has a mind to. At his firſt appearance he ſeized 
on the lord chamberlain's ſtaff, and put on his hat 


befere the king; ; from whence ſome have conjectu- 
red, that he is either deſcended from a grandee of 
Spain, or the earls of King ſale in Ireland. However, 


theſe are manifeſt tokens of his innate ambition; he 
is extremely tenacious of his own property, and ready 
to invade that of other people. By this mimick qua- 


lity he diſcovered what wild beaſt had nurſed him: 


obſerving children to aſk bleſſing of their mothers, one 
day he fell down upon his knees to a ſow, and . 
| tered ſome ſounds in that humble poſture. 


It has been commonly thought, that he is Ulric#'s 


natural brother, becauſe of ſome reſemblance of man- 
ners, and the officious care of Ulr:c# about him; but 
the ſuperiority of parts and genius in Peter demon- 


ſtrates this to be impoſſible. 


Though he is ignorant both of ancient and modern 
languages, (chat care being left to the ingenious phy- 


ſician, who is entruſted with his education) yet he 


diſtinguiſhes objects by certain ſounds framed to him- 
ſelf, which Mr. Rotenberg, who brought him over, 
underſtands perfectly. Beholding one day the ſham- 
bles with great fear and aſtoniſhment, ever ſince he 


calls man by the ſame ſound, which expreſſeth wolf. 


M 5 A young 
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A young lady is a peacock, old women magpyes and ä 


owls; a beau with a foupee, a monkey; glaſs, ice; 
blue, red, and green ribbons, he calls rainbow an 


heap of gold, a turd, The firſt ſhip he ſaw he wok 


to be a great beaſt ſwimming on her back, and her feet 
tied above her: the men, that came out of the hold, 


he took to be her cubs, and wondered they were ſo 


unlike their dam, He underſtands perfectly the lan- 
guage of all beaſts and birds, and is not, like them, 
confined to that of one ſpecies. He can bring any 
beaſt what he calls for, and no doubt is much miſſed 
| now in his native woods, where he uſed to do good 
offices among his fellow-citizens, and ſerved as a me- 
diator to reconcile their differences. One day he 
warned a flock of ſheep, that were driving to the ſham- 
bles, of their danger; and, upon uttering ſome ſounds, 
they all fled. He takes vaſt pleaſure in converſation 
with horſes; and, going to the Meuſe to converſe with 
two of his intimate acquaintances in the king's ſtables, 


as he paſſed by, he neighed to the horfe at Charing- 


croſs, being as it were ſurprized to ſee him ſo high : 


he ſeemed to take it ill, that the horſe did not anſwer 
him; but I think no- body can undervalue his under- 


fanding for not being {killed in ſtatuary. 
„He expreſſeth his joy moſt commonly by neighing ; 


and, whatever the philoſophers may talk of their rii- 
bility, neighing is a more noble expreſſion of that paſ- 
ſion than laughing, which ſeems to me to have fome- 
thing ſilly in it; and, beſides, is often attended with 


| tears. Other animals are ſenſible they debaſe them- 
ſelves by mimicking laughter; and I take it to be a 


general obſervation, that the top felicity of mankind 


15 
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is to imitate monkeys and birds; witneſs Harlequins, 
Scaramouches, and maſqueraders : on the other hand, 
monkeys, when they would look extremely filly, en- 


deavour to bring themſelves down to mankind. Love 


he expreſſeth by the cooing of a dove, and anger by 
the croaking of a raven; and it is not doubted, but 
that he will ferve i in time as an interpreter between us 
and other animals, 

Great inſtruction is to be had from this wild youth 
in the knowledge of ſimples; and I am of opinion, 
that he ought always to attend the cenſors of the col- 
lege in their viſitation of apothecaries ſhops. 5 

1 am told, that the new * ſect of Herb. eaters intend 


to follow him into the fields, or to beg him for 


a clerk of their kitchen; and that there are many of 


them now thinking of turning their children into woods 
to graze with the cattle, in hopes to raiſe a healthy 


and moral race, refined from the corruptions of this 
luxurious world. 


He ſings naturally ſeveral pretty tunes of his own 


compoſing, and with equal facility in the chromatick, 


inharmonick, and diatonick ſtile, and confequently muſt | 
be of infinite uſe to the academy in judging of the 
| Merits of their compoſers, and is the only perſon that 


ought to decide betwixt Cuxzoni and Fauſtina. 

I cannot omit his firſt notion of cloaths, which he 
took to be the natural ſkins of the creatures that wore 
them, and ſeemed to be in great pain for the pulling off 
a ſtocking, thinking the poor man was a flaying. 

J am not ignorant, that there are diſaffected peo- 


Dr. Cheyne s followers. | 
+ Two rival fingers at mat time in the italian operas here, 


ple, 
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ple, who ſay he is a pretender, and no genuine wild 
man. This calumny proceeds from the falſe notions 
they have of wild men, which they frame from ſuch 
as they ſee about the town, whoſe actions are rather 
abſurd than wild ; therefore 1t will be incumbent on 
all young gentlemen, who are ambitious to excel in 
this character, to copy this true original of nature. 
The ſenſes of this wild man are vaſtly more acute, 
than thoſe of a tame one; he can follow the track of 
a man, or any other beaſt of prey. A dog is an afs 
to him for finding trouſles; his hearing is more per- 
fect, becauſe, his ears not having been confined by 
bandages, he can move them like a drill, and turn 
them towards the fonorous object. 


_ Let us pray the Creator f all beings, wild and tame, 
that as this wild youth by being brought to court has 
been made a chriſtian ; ſo ſuch as are at court, and 

are no chriſtians, may lay aſide their ſavage and rapa- 
cious nature, and return to the meekneſs of the goſpel. 
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Dr. ROBERT NORRIS, 


CONCERNING 


The he fron ge and deplorable frenſy of 


r. JOHN 


DENNIS, 


an "os of the cuſtom - houſe. 


Witten in 1713 +. 


T is an acknowledged truth, that nothing 1s ſo 


dear to an honeſt man as his good name, nor 
ought he to neglect the juſt vindication of his cha- 


rater, when it is injuriouſly attacked by any man- 
The perſon I have at preſent cauſe to complain of, is 


indeed in very melancholy circumſtances, it having 


_ pleaſed God to deprive him of his ſenſes, which may 


extenuate the crime in him. But I ſhould be wanting 


in my duty, not only to myſelf, but alſo to my fellow- 
Creatures, to whom my talents may prove of benefit, 


3 The hiſtory of Mr. Dennis is 


to be ſeen in Jacob's Lives of the 
Poets; or in Mr. Pope's Dunciad, 
among the notes upon which the 
curious reader may find ſome ex- 


tracts from his writings. The 
occaſion of this narrative ſuffi- 


ciently appears from the doctor s 


on words, 


” 3 
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ſhould I ſuffer my profeſſion or honeſty to be undeſer- 
vedly aſperſed. I have therefore reſolved to give the 


publick an account of all, that has paſſed between the 


unhappy gentleman and myſelf, 
On the 20th inflant, while I was in my cloſet pon- 
dering the caſe of one of my patients, I heard a knock- 


ing at my door, upon opening of which entered an 


old woman with tears in her eyes, and told me, that 
without my aſſiſtance her maſter would be utterly 
ruined. I was forced to interrupt her ſorrow by en- 
quiring her maſter's name and place of abode. She 
told me, he was one Mr, Dennis, an officer of the 
cuſtom-houſe, who was taken ill of a violent frenzy 
laſt April, and had continued in thoſe melancholy cir- 


cumſtances with few or no intervals. Upon this I 


aſked her ſome queſtions relating to his humour and 
extravagancies, that I might the better know under 
what regimen to put him, when the cauſe of his diſ- 
| temper was found out. Alas, fir, ſays ſhe, this day 
fortnight in the morning a poor {imple child came to 
him from the printer's ; the boy had no ſooner entered 
the room, but he cried out, the devil was come, He 
often ſtares ghaftfully, raves aloud, and mutters be- 
tween his teeth the word Cator, or Cato, or ſome 
ſuch thing. Now, doctor, this Cater is certainly a 
_ witch, and my poor maſter is under an evil tongue: 
for I have heard him ſay Cator has bewitched the 
whole nation. It pitied my very heart to think, that 
a man of my maſter's underſtanding and great ſcholar- 
| thip, who, as the child told me, had a book of his 
own in print, ſhould talk ſo outrageouſly. Upon this 
E went and laid out a groat for a horſe-ſhoe, which is 
at 
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at this time nailed on the threſhold of his door; but 


J don't find my maſter is at all the better for it; 
he perpetually ſtarts and runs to the window when any 


one knocks, crying out, 'Sdeath! a meſſenger from 
the french king! T ſhall die in the baſtile, 


Having faid this, the old woman preſented me with 


a vial of his urine 3 upon examination of which J per- 


ceived the whole temperament of his body to be ex- 
ceeding hot. I therefore inſtantly took my cane 
and my beaver, and repaired to the place where he 


_ dwelt. 


ed in this manner, but that this lunatic conceals the 
place of his reſidence on purpoſe to prevent the good 
offices of thoſe charitable friends and phyſicians, 
who might attempt his cure) when I came into the 
room, I found this unfortunate gentleman ſeated on 


his bed, with Mr. Bernard Lintot bookſeller on the . 


one fide of him, and a grave elderly gentleman on 
the other, who, as I have ſince learned, calls himſelf 


a grammarian ; the Jatitude of whoſe countenance was 
not a little eclipſed by the fulneſs of his peruke. As 


I am a black lean man, of a pale viſage, and hang 
my clothes on ſomewhat ſlovenly, I no ſooner went 


in, but he frowned upon me, and cried out with vio- 
| lence, „S' death, a frenchman! I am betrayed to the 
« tyrant! who could have thought the queen would 


< have delivered me up to France in this treaty, and 


<< leaſt of all that you, my friends, would have been 


&© in a conſpiracy againſt me?“ Sir, ſaid I, here 


is neither plot nor conſpiracy, but for your advantage. 
„ 


When I came to his lodgings near Charing-crafs, up 5 
three pair of ſtairs, (which I ſhould not have publiſh- 
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The recovery of your ſenſes requires my attendance, 
and your friends ſent for me on no other account. I 


then took a particular ſurvey of his perſon, and the 
furniture and diſpoſition of his apartment. His aſ- 
pect was furious, his eyes were rather fiery than live- 


ly, which he rolled about in an uncommon manner. 
He often opened his mouth, as ifhe would have uttered 


ſome matter of importance, but the ſound ſeemed loſt 


inwardly. His beard was grown, which they told 


me he would not ſuffer to be ſhaved, believing the : 
modern dramatick poets had corrupted all the barbers 
in the town to take the firſt opportunity of cutting 

his throat. His eye-brows were grey, long, and 

grown together, which he knit with indignation, 
when any thing was ſpoken, inſomuch that he ſeemed 
not to have ſmoothed his forehead for many years. 
His flannel night-cap, which was exceedingly begrim- 
ed with ſweat and dirt, hung upon his left ear; the 


flap of his breeches dangled between his legs, and the 


rolls of his ſtockings fell down to his ankles, 


T obſerved his room was hung with old tapeſtry, 


' which had ſeveral holes in it, cauſed, as the old wo- 
man informed me, by his having cut out of it the 
| heads of divers tyrants, the fierceneſs of whoſe viſages 
bad much provoked him. On all fides of his room 
were pinned a great many ſheets of a tragedy called 
Cato, with notes on the margin with his own hand. 
The words abſurd, monſtrous, execrable, were every- 
where written in ſuch large characters, that I could 
read them without my ſpectacles. By the fire-fide 
lay three farthings- worth of ſmall- coal in a Spedtator, 
and behind the door huge n of papers oſ the ſame 
| title, 
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title, which his nurſe informed me ſhe had conveyed 


thither out of his ſight, believing they were books of 
the black art ; for her maſter never read in them, but 


was either quite moped, or in raving fitss There was 


nothing neat in the whole room, except ſome books 
on his ſhelves very well bound and gilded, whoſe names 


I had never before heard of, nor I believe were any 
where elſe to be found; ſuch as Gibraltar, a comedy; "= 


Remarks on prince Arthur ; 3 The grounds of criticiſm in 


poetry; An efjay on publick Pirie. The only one I had 


any knowledge of was a Paradiſe hf?, interleaved. 
The whole floor was covered with manuſcripts, as 
| thick as a paſtry-cook's ſhop on a Chriſtmas eve. 8 


his tables were ſome ends of verſe and of candles; 


gallipot of ink with a yellow pen in it, and a pot of 


half dead ale covered with a Longinus. 
As I was caſting my eyes round on all this odd fur- 


niture with ſome earnefineſs and aſtoniſhment, and 


in 2 profound filence, I was on a ſudden ſurprized to 
hear the man ſpeak in the following manner : 


„Beware, doctor, that it fare not with you as 


& with your predeceſſor the famous Hippecrates, whom 


< the miſtaken citizens of 4bdera ſent for in this very 
“ manner to cure the philoſoper Democritus ; he re- 


& turned full of admiration at the wiſdom of that per- 
© fon, whom he had ſuppoſed a Junatick. Behold, 
doctor, it was thus Ariſtotle himſelf and all the great 


& ancients ſpent their days and nights, wrapt up in 
* criticiſm, and beſet all around with their own wri- 


ce tings. As for me, whom you ſee in the ſame man- 


8 ner, be aſſured I have none other diſeaſe, than a 
6 ſwelling | 
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« ſwelling in my legs, whereof I fay no more, ſince 
« your art may further certify you.” 

began now to be in hopes, that his caſe had been 
miſrepreſented, and that he was not fo far gone, but 
ſome timely medicines might recover him, I there- 
fore proceeded to the proper queries, which, with the 
anſwers made to me, I ſhall ſet down in form of a dia- 
logue, in the very words they were ſpoken, becauſe I 
would not omit the leaſt circumſtancein this narrative; 
and I call my conſcience to witneſs, as if upon oath, 


that I ſhall tell the truth without addition or dimi- 


nution. 


Dr. Pray, fr, how did you. contract mis ele: ? 


Denn. By a criticiſm. 
Dr. A criticiſm ! that's a diſtemper I never read of, 
Denn. S'death, fir, a diſtemper! It is no diſtem- 

per, but a noble art. I have fat fourteen hours a day 
at it; and are you a doctor, and don't know there's a 
communication between the legs and the brain? 
Dr. What made yon ſit ſo many hours, fir? ? 
Denn. Cato, fir. 


Dr. Sir, I ſpeak of your diſtemper ; what gave you 


this tumour? 
Denn. Cato, "ING Cato * 


Old Wim. For God's fake. doctor, name not this 
evil ſpirit; *tis the whole cauſe of his madneſs: alas, 


poor maſter's juſt falling into his fits. 

Mr. Lintot. Fits! Z what fits! A man may 
well have ſwellings in his legs, that fits writing four- 
teen hours in a day. He got his by the Remarks. 

Dr. The Remarks! what are thoſe? 


+ Remarks on Cato, publiſhed by Mr. D. in the year 1712. 


Denn. 


Ty 


fo 


1. 
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Denn. S Death! have you never read my Re- 


marks? I will be damned, if this dog Lintot ever pub- 


liſhed my advertiſements. 
Mr. Lintot. Z—— | I publiſhed advertiſement up- 


on advertiſement; and if the book be not read, it is 
none of my fault, but his that made it. By G—, as 


much has been done for the book, as could be done : 
for any book in Chriſtendom. 
Dr. We do not talk of books, fir ; I fear thoſe are 


the fuel that feed his delirium, mention them no more. 


You do very ill to promote this diſcourſe. _ 
I deſire a word in private with this other gentleman, 


| who ſeems a grave and ſenſible man: 1 ſuppoſe, fir, 


you are his apothecary. 
Gent. Sir, I am his friend. 
Dr. I doubt it not. What regimen have you ob⸗ 


| ſerved, ſince he has been under your care? You re- 
member, I ſuppoſe, the paſſage of Celſus, which ſays, 


if the patient on the third day have an interval, ſuſ- 
pend the medicaments at night? Let fumigations be 
uſed to corroborate the brain. I hope you have upon 
no account promoted ſternutation by hellebore. 
Gent. Sir, no ſuch matter, you utterly miſtake. 
Dr. Miſtake: am I not a phyſician? and ſhall an 
apothecary diſpute my no/trums*——Y ou may perhaps 
have filled up a preſcription or two of Ratchf*s which 
chanced to ſucceed, and with that very preſcription, 
injudiciouſly preſcribed to different conſtitutions, have 
deſtroyed a multitude. Pharmacopoia componat, medi- 
cus ſolus præſcribat. Fumigate him, I ſay, this very 
evening, while he is relieved by an interval. 
Denn. S'death, fir, my friend an ._2pothecary | ' a 
Vor. V. N baſe 
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baſe mechanic ; He, who like myſelf, profeſſes the no- 
bleſt ſciences in the univerſe, criticiſm and poetry | Can 
you think I would ſubmit my writings to the judgment 
of an apothecary! By the immortals, he himſelf in- 
ſerted three whole paragraphs in my Remarks, had 
a hand in my Publick ſpirit, nay, aſſiſted me in my 
deſcription of the Furies and een — in my 
Appius. 
Mr. Lintot. He i is an author ; you miſtake the gen- 
tleman, doctor; he has been an author theſe twenty 
years, to his Wee s knowledge, and no man's 
elſe. 
Dienn. Is all the town in a combination ? Shall 
poetry fall to the ground ? Muſt our reputation be loſt 
to all foreign countries? O deſtruction! perdition 
Opera] Opera! As poetry once raiſed cities, ſo, 
when poetry fails, cities are overturned, and the 
world is no more. 
Dr. He raves, he raves ; Mr. Linter, I pray you 
| pn down his arms, that he may do no miſchief. 
Denn. O I am fick, lick to death ! 
Dr. That is a good ſymptom, a very good ſymp- 
tom. To be ſick to death (ſay the modern phyſicians) 
is an excellent ſymptom. When a patient is ſenſi- 
ble of his pain, tis half a cure. Pray, fir, of what are 
you ſick ? 
Denn, Of every thing, of every thing. I am ſick 
of the ſentiments, of the diction, of the protaſis, of the 
epitaſis, and the cataſtrophe. — - Alas, what is be- 
come of the drama, the Gama | 4 


* He wrote a treatiſe proving the FEM of publick ſpirit to pro- 
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Old Wim. The dram, fir? Mr. Lintot drank up 
all the gin juſt now; but I'll go fetch more preſently ! 

Denn. O ſhameful want, ſcandalous omiſſion ! By 
all the immortals, here is no peripetia, no change of 
fortune in the tragedy ; 2. no change at all! 


Old Mom. Pray, good tir, be not angry, PII fetch 
| change. 
Dr. Hold your peace, woman; - Wis fit increaſes; "Wo? 
good Mr. Lintot hold him. 

Mr. Lintot. Plague on't! I am damnably hd 


they are in the right of it, and he is mad in earneſt. 
If he ſhould be really mad, who the devil will buy the 


| Remarks £2 


Here Mr. Lintot {cratched bis head. ] 


Dr. Sir, I ſhall order you the cold- bath to- mor- 
Mr. Lintot, you are a ſenſible man; pray 


ſend for Mr. Verdier's ſervant, and as you are a friend 
to the patient, be ſo kind as to ſtay this evening whilſt 
he is cupped on the head, The ſymptoms of his mad- 
neſs ſeem to be deſperate ; for Avicen ſays, that if 


learning be mixed with a brain, that is not of a con- 
texture fit to receive it, the brain ferments, till it be 
totally exhauſted. We muſt eradicate theſe undigeſt- 
ed ideas out of the pericranium, and reduce the patient 


lo a competent knowledge of himſelf. 


Denn. Caitiffs ſtand off, unhand me, miſcreants ! Is 


the man, whoſe whole endeavours are to bring the 
town to reaſon, mad? Is the man, who ſettles poetry 


on the baſis of antiquity, mad? Dares any one aſſert, 
there is a peripetia in that vile piece, that's foiſted up- 
on the town for a dramatick poem ? That man is mad, 
the town is 3 mad, the world is mad. See Longinus | in 


"DT my 
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my right hand, and Ariſtotle in my left; I am the 


only man among the moderns that ſupport them. 


Am TI to be aſſaſſinated; and ſhall a bookſeller, who 


hath lived upon my labours, take away that life, to 
which he owes his ſupport ? 


Gent. By your leave, gentlemen, I apprehend you 
not. I muſt not ſee my friend ill treated; he is no 


more affected with lunacy than myſelf : I am alſo of 
the ſame opinion as to the peripeatia,———Sir, by the 


= gravity of your countenance and habit, I ſhould con- 
ceive you to be a graduate phyſician ; but, by your 
| Indecent and boiſterous treatment of this man of learn- 


ing, I perceive you are a violent ſort of perſon, I am 


loth to ſay quack, who, rather than his drugs ſhould 


lie upon his own hands, would get rid of them by 
cramming them into the mouths of others : the gen- 


tleman is of good condition, ſound intellectuals, and 
unerring judgment: I beg you will not t oblige me to 


reſent theſe proceedings. 


THESE were all che words that paſſed among 


us at this time; nor was there need for more, it being 
neceſſary we ſhould make uſe of force in the cure of 
my patient. 


I privately whiſpered the old woman to 90 to Mr. 


Verdier's in Long-Acre, with orders to come immedi- 
ately with cupping-glaſſes; in the mean time, by the 


aſſiſtance of Mr. Lintot, we locked his friend into a 


dcloſet, who tis plain from his laſt ſpeech was likewiſe 
touched in his intellects, after which we bound our 


Tunatick hand and foot down to the bedſtead, where 
he continues i in -Nolent rin, normtenkünding the 
eee — — moſt 


© any 
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moſt tender expreſſions we could uſe to perſuade him 
to ſubmit to the operation, till the ſervant of Verdier 
arrived. He had no ſooner clapped half a dozen cup- 


ping-glaſſes on his head, and behind his ears, but the 


gentleman above-mentioned, burſting open the clo- 
ſet, ran furiouſly upon us, cut Mr. Dennis's banda- 

ges, and let drive at us with a vaſt folio, which ſorely 
bruiſed the ſhin of Mr. Lintot; Mr. John Dennis alſo, 
ſtarting up with the cupping-glafles on his head, ſei- 
zed another folio, and with the ſame dangerouſly 


| wounded me in the ſkull, juſt above my right temple. 


The truth of this fact Mr. Yerdier”s ſervant is ready to 
atteſt upon oath, who, taking an exact ſurvey of the 


volumes, found that, which wounded my head, to be 
| PFruterus's Lampas Critica, and that, which broke Mr. 


Lintot's ſhin, was Scaliger's Poetices. After this Mr. 
John Dennis, ſtrengthened at once by rage and mad- 


neſs, ſnatched up a peruke- block, that ſtood by the 


bedſide, and wielded it round in ſo furious a manner, 
that he broke three of the cupping-glaſles from the 
crown of his head. So that much blood trickled down 


his viſage. He looked ſo ghaſtly, and his paſſion 


was grown to ſuch a prodigious heighth, that myſelf, 
Mr. Lintot, and Verdier's ſervant were obliged to leave 
the room in all the expedition imaginable. 

I took Mr. Lintot home with me, in order to have 


our wounds dreſt, and laid hold of that opportunity f 
of entering into diſcourſe with him about the madneſs 


of this perſon, of whom he gave me che een re- 
markable relation: 

That on the 17th of May, 1 712, between the hours 
of ten and eleven in the mornings: Mr. John Dennis 
3 dh entered 


out the leaſt provocation, tear out that of No. 
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entered into his ſhop, and opening one of the volumes 
of the Spectator, in the large paper, did ſuddenly, with- 


where the author treats of poetical juſtice, and caſt it 


into the ſtreet, That the ſaid Mr. John Dennis, on 
the 27th of March, 1712, finding, on the ſaid Mr. 


Lintot's counter, a book called an Eſſay on criticiſm, 


juſt then publiſhed, he read a page or two with much 


frowning, till coming to theſe two lines; ; 


Some have at firſt for wits, then prets paſt, . 
Turm d criticis next, and prev d plain fools at loft. 


He Aung down the book in a terrible fury, and cried 


out, By G—d be means me. 


That being in his company on a certain time, when 
Shakeſpear was mentioned, as of a contrary opinion 
to Mr. Dennis, he ſwore the ſaid Shakeſpear was a ra/- 


cal, with other defamatory expreſſions, which gave 
Mr. Lintota very ill opinion of the ſaid Shakeſpear. 


That, about two months ſince, he came again into 
the ſhop, and caſt ſeveral ſuſpicious looks on a gentle- 
man that ſtood. by him, after which he deſired ſome 
information concerning that perſon. He was no ſoon- 
er acquainted, that the gentleman was a new author, 


and that his firſt piece was to be publiſhed in a few 


days, but he drew his ſword upon him, and, had not 
my ſervant luckily catched him by the ſleeve, I might 
have loſt one author upon the your,” und another the 
next ſeſhons, 


Upon recollecting all theſe circumſtances, Mr. Lis 


tot was entirely of opinion, that he had been mad for 


ſome 
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ſome time; and I doubt not, but this whole narrative 
muſt ſufficiently convince the world of the exceſs of 
his frenzy. It now remains, that I give the reaſons 
which obliged me in my own vindication to publiſh 
this whole unfortunate tranſaction. 


In the firſt place, Mr. John Dennis had induſtriouſiy 


| cauſed to be reported, that I entered into his room 


vi et armis, either out of a deſign to deprive him of 


his life, or of a new play called Coriolanus, which he 


has had ready for the tage theſe four years. 


Secondly, He hath given out about Fleet-freet and 
the Temple, that I was an accomplice with his book- 
{ ſeller, who viſited him with intent to take away di- 
vers valuable manuſcripts, without paying bim copy- 


money. 


Thy, He hath told others, that] am no FI TY | 
„ ate phyſician, and that he had ſeen me upon a moun- 
tebank ſtage in Moor- Feli, when he had lodgings in 

the college there. | 


Fourthly, Knowing that I had 8 practice in the 


city, he reported at the Royal Exchange, Cuſtom- houſe, 
and other places adjacent, that I was a foreign ſpy, 

employed by the french king to convey him into 
France; that I bound him hand and foot; and that, 
if his friend had not burſt from his confinement to his 


relief, he had been at this hour in the Ba/tile. 


All which ſeveral aſſertions of his are ſo very extra- 

voagant, as well as inconſiſtent, that I appeal to all 

mankind, whether this perſon be not out of his ſenſes, 
I ſhall not decline giving and producing further proofs 
of this truth i in open court, if he drives the matter ſo 


N 4 | far. 
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far. In the mean time I heartily forgive him, and 
pray that the Lord may reſtore him to the full enjoy- 


ment of his — þ ſo witheth, as becometh 
a Chriſtian, 


From my houſe n | Robert Norris, M. D. 


Snow-hill, July 
tbe zoth, 1713. 3+ 


God ſave the queen, 


A FULL 
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A FULL and TRUE 
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of a horrid and barbarous | 
REVENGE BY POISON, 


ON THE BODY OF 


Mr. EDMUND CURL 


BOOKSELLER; 


With a Faithful Copy of his 


LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT. 


ISTORY furniſheth us with examples of 
many ſatyrical authors, who have fallen ſacri- 


fices to revenge, but not of any boo#/ellers, that I know 


of, except the unfortunate ſubject of the following 
paper; I mean Mr. Edmund Curll at the Bible and 
Dial in Fleet-fireet, who was yeſterday poiſoned by 
Mr. Pope, after having lived many years an inſtance 


of the mild N of the britiſh nation. 
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Every body knows, that the ſaid Mr. Edmund Curll 


on Monday the 26th inſtant publiſhed a ſatyrical piece, 


entitled Court Poems, in the preface whereof they 


were attributed to a lady of quality, Mr. Pope, or Mr. 


Gay ; by which indiſcreet method, though he had eſ- 
caped one revenge, there were Aill two behind in 
reſerve. 

Now on the Widneſday enſuing, between the hours 


of ten and eleven, Mr. Lintot a neighbouring book- 


ſeller defired a conference with Mr, Curll about ſet- 
fling a zitle-page, inviting him at the ſame time to take 
a whet together. Mr. Pope, who is not the only in- 
ſtance how perſons of bright parts may be carried 
away by the inftigation of the devil, found means to 
convey himſelf into the ſame room, under pretence of 


buſineſs with Mr. Lintot, who, it ſeems, is the printer 
of his Homer. This gentleman with a ſeeming cool- 
neſs reprimanded Mr. Curll for wrongfully aſcribing 


to him the aforeſaid poems : he excuſed himſelf by de- 
claring, that one of his authors (Mr. Oldmixon by 


name) gave the copies to the preſs, and wrote the 


preface. Upon this Mr, Pope, being to all appearance 


_ reconciled, very civilly drank a glaſs of ſack to Mr, 
Curll, which he as civilly pledged ; and though the 


liquor in colour and taſte differed not from common 


ſack, yet was it plain, by the pangs this unhappy ſta- 


tioner felt ſoon after, that ſome poiſonous * had 


been ſecretly infuſed therein. 


About eleven o' clock he went home, where his 


wife, obſerving his colour changed, ſaid, ©** Are you 
c not ſick, my dear?“ He replied, $* Bloody ſick ;” 
and incontinentiy fell a vomiting and ſtraining in an 


| uncommon 


2 


" POISONING OF EDMUND CURLL. 187 
uncommon and unnatural manner, the contents of his 
yomiting being as green as graſs. His wife had been 


juſt reading a book of her huſband's printing concern- 


ing Jane Menbam, the famous witch of Hertford, and 


her mind miſgave her that he was bewitched ; but he 
ſioon let her know, that he ſuſpected poiſon, and re- 

counted to her, between the intervals of his yawnings | 
and retchings, every circumſtance of his interview 


with Mr. Pope. 
Mr. Lintot in the mean time coming in, Was ex- 


tremely affrighted at the ſudden alteration he obſerved 


in him: Brother Curll, ſays he, I fear you have got 
„ the vomiting diſtemper; which, I have heard, kills 


& in half an hour. This comes from your not fol- 


©& lowing my advice, to drink old hock in a morning, 


& as I do, and abſtain from ſack.” Mr. Curl! replied 
& in a moving tone, Your author's ſack, I fear, has 
& done my buſineſs.” Z——ds, ſays Mr. Lintot, my 
& author | Why did not you drink old hock?“ 


Notwithſtanding which rough remonſtrance, he did 
in the moſt friendly manner preſs him to take warm 
water; but Mr. Curl] did with great obſtinacy refuſe 
it ; which made Mr. Lintot infer, that he choſe to die, 
as thinking to recover greater damages. 
All this time the ſymptoms encreaſed violently, with 
acute pains in the lower belly. ** Brother Lintot, 
& ſays he, J perceive my 1ait hour approaching; do 
me tne friendly office to call my partner, Mr, Pem- 

“ berton, that we may ſettle our worldly affairs.“ Mr. 
Lintot, like a kind neighbour, was baſtening out of 

the room, while Mr. Curll raved aloud in this man- 
ner: If I ſurvive this, I will be revenged on Tonſen; 

it 
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< it was he firſt detected me as the printer of theſe 
<< poems, and J will reprint theſe very poems in his 
c name.” His wife admoniſhed him not'to think of 
revenge, but to take care of his ſtock and his ſoul : 
and in the ſame inftant Mr. Lintot, whoſe goodneſs 
can never be enough applauded, returned with Mr. 
Pemberton. After ſome tears jointly ſhed by theſe hu- 
mane bookſellers, Mr. Curll being, as he ſaid, in his 
perfect ſenſes, though in great bodily pain, immedi- 
ately proceeded to make a verbal will, Mrs. Curll, 
Having firſt put on his night-cap, in the following 
manner: „„ 75 1 


| " ENTLEMEN, in the firſt place, I do fin- 
cerely pray forgiveneſs for thoſe indirect me- 
thods I have purſued in inventing new titles to old 
books, putting authors names to things they never 
ſaw, publiſhing private quarrels for publick entertain- 
ment; all which I hope will be pardoned, as being 
done to get an honeſt livelihood, 

1 do alſo heartily beg pardon of all perſons of ho- 0 
nour, lords ſpiritual and temporal, gentry, burgeſſes, 
and commonalty, to whoſe abuſe I have any or every 
way contributed by my publications, particularly, I 

hope it will be conſidered, that if I have vilified his 

grace the duke of Marlborough, J have likewiſe aſper- 

fed the late duke of Ormond; if I have abuſed the ho- 
nourable Mr. Walpole, J have alſo libelled the lord 

Bolingbroke : ſo that I have preſerved that equality and 
impartiality, which becomes an bongſt man in times of 
faction and diviſion. | 
I call my conſcience to witneſs, that many of theſe _ 

things, 
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things, which may ſeem malicious, were done out of 


charity; J having made it wholly my buſineſs to print 
for poor Miconfolate authors, whom all other book- 
| ſellers refuſe. Only God bleſs fir Richard Blackmore / 
you know he takes no copy-money. 


The ſecond collection of poems, which I ground- 


leſly called Mr. Prior's, will ſell for nothing, and hath 


not yet paid the charge of the advertiſements, which 
I was obliged to publiſh again/t him : therefore you | 


may as well ſuppreſs the edition, and beg that gentle- 
man's pardon in the name of a dying Chriſtian. 


The french Cato, with the criticiſm ſhewing how 
| ſuperior it is to Mr, Addiſon, (which I wickedly af- 
cribed to madam Dacter ) may be ſuppreſſed at a rea- 


ſonable rate, being damnably tranſlated. 
I proteſt I have no animoſity to Mr. Rowe, having 


printed part of Callipædia, and an incorrect edition of 
his poems without his leave in quarto. Mr, Gildor's_ 
Rehearſal, or Bays the younger, did more harm to me 


than to Mr. Rowe ; though upon the faith of an honeſt 
man, I paid him double for abuling both him and Mr, 
„ 

Heaven pardon me for oubliſhing the Trials of ſo- 


domy in an Elkevir letter! but I humbly hope, my 
printing fir Richard Blackmore's eſſays will atone for 


them. I beg that you will take what remains of theſe 
| laſt, (which is near the whole impreſſion, preſents ex- 
cepted) and let my poor widow have in exchange the 
ſole property of the copy of madam Maſcranny. 


Here Mr. Pemberton interrupted, and would by no 
means s conſent to this article, ab out whicy ſome a:fpute 
might 
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might have ariſen unbecoming a dying perſon, if Mr. 


Lintot had not interpoſed, and Mr, Curll vomited.] 


What this poor unfortunate man ſpoke afterwards, was 
fo indiſtinct, and in ſuch broken accents (being perpetu- 
ally interrupted by vomiting ) that the reader is entreated 
zo excuſe the confuſion and imperfection of this account. 


Dear Mr. Pemberton, l beg you to beware of the in- 
dictment at Hicks's-hall for publiſhing Roche/ter's baw- 


dy poems; that copy will otherwiſe be my beſt legacy 
to my dear wite, and helpleſs child. 


The caſe of impotence was my beſt uppers all the laſt 


long vacation. 


[II. this laſt paragraph Mr. Curll's voice grew more 


free, for his vomitings abated upon his dejettions, and he 


ſpoke what follows A his coſe flow] 


For the copies of 3 and biſhops Laft wills 


and teftaments, I folemnly declare, I printed them not 
with any purpoſe of defamation ; but merely as I 
thought thoſe copies lawfully purchaſed from Doctors 
Commons, at one ſhilling apiece. Our trade in wills 
turning to ſmall account, we may divide them blind- 


fold. 
For Mr. Mantbaring 51 fe T aſk Mrs, Ollfeld 's par- 


5 don: neither his nor my lord Halli ſax's lives, though 
they were of ſervice to their country, were of any to 
me: but I was reſolved, ſince J could not print their 


works while they lived, to print meir lives after they 
Were dead. 


While 
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While he was ſpeaking theſe words Mr. Oldmixon 


entered. Ah! Mr. Oldmixon, ſaid poor Mr. Curll, 


& to what a condition have your works reduced me! 


& [die a martyr to that unlucky preface. However, 


e in theſe my laſt moments I will be juſt to all men; 
« you {hall have your third ſhare of the Court poems, 
« as was ſtipulated. When I am dead, where will 
« you find another bookſeller © Your Proteſtant packet 
“ might have ſupported you, had you writ a little leſs 
« ſcurrilouſly ; there is a mean in all things.” 


Here Mr. Lintot interrupted : Any not find anotber 
bookſeller, brother Curll ? and then took Mr. Oldmixon 


aſide and whiſpered him: “ Sir, as ſoon as Curll is 


„ dead, I ſhall be glad to talk with you over a pint 


ce at the Devil.“ 
Mr. Curl! now turning to Mr. Pemberton, told him, 


he had ſeveral taking title. pages, that only wanted trea= 
tiſes to be wrote to them; and earneſtly deſired, that 
when they were written, his heirs might have ſome 

| ſhare of the profit of them. 


After he had ſaid this, he fell into horrible oripings, 


upon which Mr. Lintot adviſed him to repeat the 
Lord's prayer. He deſired his wife to ſtep into the 
ſhop for a Common-prayer book, and read it by the help 
of a candle without heſitation. He cloſed the book, 
| fetched a groan, and recommended to Mrs. Curll to 
give forty ſhillings to the poor of the pariſh of Sz. Dun- 


Eu s and a wee#'s wages advance to each of his gen- 
tlemen- authors, with ſome ſmall a in particu- 
lar to Mrs. Centlivre. 


The poor man continued for Gove hours with all his 


diſconſolate family about him! in tears, expecting his 
— e, 
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final diſſolution : when of a ſudden he was ſurpriſingly 
relieved by a plentiful fœtid ſtool, which obliged them 
all to retire out of the room. Notwithſtanding, it is 
judged, by fir Richard Blackmore, that the poiſon is ſtill 
latent in his body, and will infallibly deſtroy him by 
flow degrees in leſs than a month. It is to be hoped, 
the other enemies of this wretched ſtationer will not 


further purſue their revenge, or ſhorten this ſhort pe- 


riod of his miſerable life, 


AFUR- 


[193] 


A FURTHER” 


A c OUNT 


Of the moſt 
DEPLORABLE CONDITION 


OF 


Mr. EDMUND. CURLL, 
BOOKSELLER. 


T HE publick is dey 3 with the 

manner of Mr. Curll's impoiſonment by a faith® 
ful, though unpolite hiſtorian of Grub. ſtreet. I am 
but the continuer of his hiſtory; yet I hope a due 
diſtinction will be made between an undignified ſcrib- 
ler of a ſheet and half, and the author of a threepenny 5 
ſtitched book, like myſelf. : 
„* Wit, ſaith fir Richard Blackmore, ed. 
ce from a concurrence of regular and exalted ferments, 
& and an affluence of animal ſpirits rectified and re- 
& fined to a degree of purity.” On the contrary, 
when the igneous particles riſe with the vital liquor, 
oy produce an 1 abſtraction of the rational part of the 


* Blackmore's Eays vol. i. 
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ſoul, which we commonly call madneſs. The verity 
of this hypotheſis is juſtified by the ſymptoms, with 
which the unfortunate Mr. Edmund Curll, bookſeller, 
hath been aMlicied, ever ſince his ſwallowing the 
poiſon at the Swan. tavern in Fleet ſireet. For though 


the neck of his retort, which carries up the animal 


ſpirits to the head, is of an extraordinary length; yet 
the ſaid animal ſpirits riſe muddy, being contaminated 
with the inflammable Pcs of this UNCOMMON 
poiſon. 

The ſymptoms of his departure from his uſual tem- 
per of mind were at firſt only ſpeaking civilly to his cuſ- 
tomers, ſingeing a pig with a _new-purchaſed libel, and 

refuſing two-and-mme pence for fir Richard Blackmore 5 
 £gays. 

As the poor man's frenzy encreaſed, he began to 
void his excrements in his bed, read Rocheſter s bawd; 


- poems to his wife, gave Olamixon a flap on the n 
and would have killed Mr. Pemberton's A by 


violence. 


But at laſt he came to ſuch a paſs, that he would 


dine upon nothing but copper-plates, took a chyſter for a 


whipt fyllabub, and made Mr. Lintot eat a fuppoſuter y 
for a radiſh with bread and butter. 


We leave it to every tender wife to imagine, how 


ſorely all this afflicted poor Mrs. Curlle at firſt ſhe 


_ privately put a 6:// into ſeveral churches, deſiring the 
prayers of the cengregation for a wretched faatimer 
diſtempered in mind. But when ſhe was ſadly con- 


vinced, that bis misfortune was publick to all the 

world, ſhe writ the following letter to her good neigh- 
bour Mr. Lintet. | 
_— "7 = : 
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A true Copy of Mrs. Curll's letter to Mr. Lintot. 
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fits came upon him; 


WORTHY Mr. LINT OT, 
* OU and all the neighbours know too well 


the frenzy, with which my poor man is vi- 
ſited. I never perceived he was out of himſelf, till 
that melancholy day, that he thought he was poi- 
ſoned in a glaſs of ſack ; upon this he ran a vomit- 
ing all over the houſe, nay, in the new-waſhed di- 
ning-room. Alas! this is the greateſt adverſity 
that ever befel my poor man, ſince he loſt one teſ- 
ticle at ſchool by the bite of a black boar. Good 


Lord! if he ſhould die, where ſhould I diſpoſe of 


the „loch? unleſs Mr. Pemberton or you would help 
a diſtreſſed widow : for God knows, he never pub- 
liſhed any books that laſted above a week, fo 


that if we wanted daily books, we wanted daily 


bread, I can write no more, for I hear the rap of 
Mr. Curll's ivory- headed cane upon the counter, 
Pray recommend me to your pa/try-coot, who 
furniſhes you yearly with tarts in exchange for your 
paper, for Mr. Curll has diſobliged ours, fince his 
before that, we generally 
lived upon baked meats. Ile is coming in, and 
I have but juſt time to put his /n out of the way 
for tear of miſchief : ſo, wiſhing you a merry EA.. 
ter, Ir remain your 
„ Moſt humble ſervant, 
4% E. CURLL. 


9 p. 8. As to the report of my poor huſband's 


te 
CC 


ſtealing 0 2 it is really groundleſs, for he always 


binds in ſheep,” ; We 
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But return we to Mr. Curll, who all Wedneſdaz 
continued outrageouſly mad. On Thurſday he had a 
lucid interval, that enabled him to ſend a general ſum- 
mons to all his authors, There was but one porter 


who could perform this office, to whom he gave the 


following bill of directions, where to find them. This 
bill, together with Mrs. Curll's original letter, lie at 
Mr. Lintot's ſhop to be peruſed by the curious. 


. Inflrudtions to a e, how to find Mr Curll's authors. | 


> way under the blind arch : aſk for the hiſe 
we |” Re 
At the Bedſtead and Balfter, a muſick-houſe in 
« Mcor fields, two tranſlators in a bed together. 
„At the Hercules and Still in Vinegar - yard, a 
« ſchool-maſter with carbuncles on his noſe. 


& At a blackſmith's ſhop i in the Hier a pindarick 


c writer in red ſtockings. 

Ven the calendar-mill-room at Exeter- 'change, a 

6 compoſer of meditations. 

„ At the three Tobacco. pipes in Dog and Birch os, 
„ one that has been a parſon, he wears a blue cam- 
<« blet coat trimmed with black: my beſt writer 

„ againſt Revealed Religion. 


. Mr. Summers's a thief-catcher's, in Lewkner' s- 
« Jaxe, the man that wrote againſt the impiety of Mr. 


„ Rowe's plays. 


„ At the farthing-pye-houſe in Tat fields, the 


„young man, who is writing my new Paſterals. 8 
« At the mündeten, at the Hole in the Wall in 


0 2 itors- 


— 5 AT 2 Gi e s in | Petty France, half- | 
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« Curſitors-alley, up three pair of ſtairs, the author 
& of my Church Hiflory, —if his flux be over 
you may alſo ſpeak to the gentleman, who lies by 
& him in the flock-bed, my [ndex-maker. 

„The Þþ cool's wife in Buckingham-court ; bid her 


bring along with her the i milies, that were lent her 


& for her next new play. 
Call at Brudge-row for the gentleman you uſed 


« to go to in the cock-loft ; I have taken away the 


& Jadder, but his landlady has it in keeping. 


© don't much care if you aſk at the Mint for the 


& old beetle-browed critick, and the purblind poet 
* at the alley over-againft St. Andrew's Holbourn, 
But this as you have time,” 


| All theſe 1 appeared at the hour appointed 
in Mr. Curll's dining- room, two excepted ; one of 


whom was the gentleman in the cockloft, his landlady 


being out of the way, and the gradus ad parnaſſum 


taken down; the other happened to be too cloſely 
watched by the bailiffs. _ 
They no ſooner entered the room, but all of them 


| ſnewed in their behaviour ſome ſuſpicion of each other; 
ſome turning away their heads with an air of con- 
F tempt : others ſquinting with a leer, that ſhewed at 


once fear and indignation, each with a haggard ab- 
ſtracted mien, the lively picture of ſcorn, ſolitude, and 


Hort commons. So when a keeper feeds his hungry 
| Charge of vultures, panthers, and of Libyan leopards, 


| each _O his fellow with a fiery glare: high hung, 
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the bloody liver tempts their maw. Or as a houſe- 
wife ſtands before her pales, ſurrounded by her geele ; 
they fight, they hiſs, they gaggle, beat their wings, 


and down is ſcattered as the winter's ſnow, for a poor 


grain of oat, or tare, or barley. Such looks ſhot 


through the room tranſverſe, oblique, direct ; ſuch 


was the ſtir and din, till Curll thus ſpoke, (but without 


rifing from his cluſe-ſtoo].) 


66 "Www and authors muſt be paid beforahund to 
cc put them in good-humour; therefore here is half a 
& crown apiece for you to drink your own healths, 


and confuſion to Mr. Addi Jen, a and all other ſucceſs- 
ful writers. 


Ah gentlemen | ! what have 1 not 1 what 


© have I not ſuffered, rather than the world ſhould 
4 be deprived of your lucubrations ? I have taken in- 
“ voluntary purges, I have been vomited, three times 
„ have I been caned, once was I hunted, twice 
was my head broke by a grenadier, twice was I 
© toſfed in a blanket; I have had boxes on the ear, 
| & flaps on the chops; I have been frighted, pumped, 
& kicked, ſlandered, and beſhitten.- | 
. tlemen, you are all convinced that this author of | 


-I hope, gen- 


«& Mr. Lintot's could mean nothing elſe but ſtarving 


& you, by poiſoning me. It remains for us to con- 
( ſult the beſt and ſpeedieſt methods of revenge.” 


He had ſcarce done ſpeaking, but the hi/forian pro- 


poſed a hiſtory of his life. The Exeter-exchange- Þ 
gentleman was for penning articles of his faith. Some 


pretty ſmart pindarich, ſays the red-ſtocking poet, 
would effectually do his buſineſs. But the index-maker 


with * W a to 
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| Aﬀer ſeveral debates, they came to the following 


mne . 


80 Reſolved, That every member of this ſociety, ac- 


© cording to his ſeveral abilities, ſhall contribute ſome 


ee way or other to the defamation of Mr. Pope. 
 * Reſolved, That towards the libelling of the ſaid 
«© Pope there be a ſum employed not exceeding fix 


* pounds fixteen ſhillings and nine pence (Ak inclu- 


c ding advertiſements. ) 
| & Reſolved, That he has on purpoſe, | in ſeveral 
86 paſſages, perverted the true ancient Heathen ſenſe 


& of Homer, for the more effectual propagation of the 
« Popiſh religion. 


*  Refolved, That the printing of Homer's battles at 
ce this juncture has been the occaſion of all the diſ- 


ce turbances of this kingdom. 
| C Ordered, That Mr. t Barnivelt be invited to bs | 


cc a member of this ſociety, in order to make further 


„ diſcoveries. 


& Reſolved, That a number of effective errata's be 


e raiſed out of Pope's Homer (not exceeding 1746) 5 
ce and that every gentleman, who ſhall ſend in one 
« error, for his encouragement ſhall have the whole 


ce works of this ſociety gratis. 
 & Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding ten-ſhillings 


e and fix-pence be diſtributed among the members 
« of this ſociety for coffee and tobacco, 1 in order to ena- 


> 2 The key to the lock, a pam- be a political libel, was oubliſhed 


phlet written by Mr. Pope, in in the name of E(dras Barnivel!, 


which The rape of the lock was apothecary, 
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_ &. Reſolved, That, above all, ſome effectual ways 
„ and means be found to encreaſe the joint ſtock of 
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„ Reſolved, That no member of this ſociety for 
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ble them the more effectually to defame him in 


coffee- houſes. 


„ Reſolved, That towards the further leſſening the 


cc 


character of the ſaid Pope, ſome perſons be deputed 
to abuſe him at ladies zea-zables, and that, in con- 
ſideration our authors are not well dreſſed enough, 

Mr. C—y and Mr. ebe deputed for that 


ſervice. 


* Reſolved, That a ballad be made againſt Mr. Pope, 
and that Mr, * Oldmizxon, Mr. Gildon, and Mrs. 
4 Centlivre, do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


the reputation of this fociety, which at preſent is 
exceeding low, and to give their works the greater 
currency ; whether by raiſing the denomination of 


the ſaid works by counterfeit title-pages, or mixing 


a greater quantity of the fine metal of other authors 
with the alloy of this ſociety. 


the future mix Sag in his ale in a morning, and 


Still. 


60 Reſolved, T bat all our members Lai the 


remove from the Hercules and 


top of Rocheſter, the only 


0 Oldmixon was all his life a 
pert puns for hire: and, after 
aving falſified Daniel's Chronicle 


in many places, he charged three 


eminent perſons with falſifying 


lord Clarendon's Hiſtory, which 


was diſproved by Dr. 1 „bi- 
urvi- 

vor of them. 
T Gildon, a writer of criticiſms 


and libels, who abuſed Mr. P 


in ſeveral pamphlets and books 3 


printed by Curll. 


1 Mrs. Yo wg Centlivre, wife 


of Mr. Cent rure, yeoman of the 


mouth to his majeſty, wrote a 
ſong before ſhe was ſeven years 


old, and many plays: - ſhe wrote 
alſo a ballad againſt Mr. Pope's 


Homer, before he began EE. 
6 cook s 


— Ga ad - aw wad of road 


| cc 


£6 


- 


CC 


CL 


6. 


— 28 2 


CONDITION OF EDMUND CURLL. 201 
cook”s wife ) be provided with a ſufficient quantity 
of the viviſying drops, or Byfield's ſal volatile, | 

«. Reſolved, That fir * Richard Blackmore be ap- 
< pointed to endue this ſociety with a large quantity 
of regular and exalted ferments, in order to enliven 
| *© their cold ſentiments (being! his true e receipt to make 
[6 wits . 5 | 


* 


« 
oy 


Theſe reſolutions being taken, the aſſembly was 


ready to break up, but they took ſo near a part in Mr. 


Curll's afflictions, that none of them could leave him 


without giving him ſome advice to reinſtate him in his 
health. 
Mr. Gildon was of opinion, "That, i in codes to drive 


a Pope out of his belly, he ſhould get the mummy of 


ſome deceaſed moderator of the general aſſembly in Scot- 


land to be taken inwardly as an effectual antidote a- 
gainſt Antichriſt; but Mr. Oldmixon did conceive, that 
the liver of the perſon who adminiſtered the poiſon, 


boiled in broth, would be a more certain cure. 


While the company were expecting the thanks of 
Mr. Curl! for theſe demonſtrations of their zeal, a 
whole pile of fir Richard's E ſays on a ſudden fell mh 


his head ; the ſhock of which in an inftant brought 


back his delirium. He immediately roſe up, over- 
turned the cloſe-ſtool, and beſh-t the Ea) (which 

may probably occaſion a ſecond edition) then, without 
putting up his breeches, in a moſt furious tone he thus 
broke out to his books, which his diſtempered 1 imagi- 


Sir Richard Blackmore, in his morality, on the mere report of 
Eſſays, Vol. ii. p. 270, accuſed Cur/l, that he was author of a 
r. Pope in very high and ſober traveſtie on the firſt Pſalm, 
terms, of prophaneneſs and im- + See page 1993. 
nation 
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nation repreſented to him as alive, coming down from 
their ſhelves, fluttering their leaves, and flapping their 


covers at him, 


Now G—4 damn all falio's, quarto's, ela s, and 
duodecimo's  ungrateful varlets that you are, who 
have ſo long taken up my bouſe without paying for 
your lodging! Are you not the beggarly brood of 
fumbling journeymen ; born in garrets among lice and 
cobtwebs, nurſed up on grey peas, bullocks liver, and 
porters ale? 
farthing candle I paid for ? Did you not come before 
your time into dirty ſheets of brown paper ? 
have not I clothed you in double royal, lodged you 
handſomely on decent ſbelves, laced your backs with 
gold, equipt you with ſplendid titles, and ſent you into 
the world with the names of perſons of quality? Muſt 
I be always plagued with you? Why flutter ye your 


leaves, and flap your covers at me? Damn ye all, ye 


wolves in ſheeps cloathing ; rags ye were, and to rags ye 
ſhall return, Why hold you forth your texts to me, 


ye paltry ſermons? Why cry ye—at every word to 
me, ye bawdy poems? —To my ſhop at Tunbridge ye 
| ſhall go, by G—9, and thence be drawn like the reſt 


of your predeceſſors, bit by bit, to the paſſage-houſe ; 
for in this preſent emotion of my bowels, how do I 


compaſſionate thoſe, who have great need, and no- 


thing to wipe their breech with? 
Faving ſaid this, and at the ſame time rovollefiiog 


that his own was yet unwiped, he abated of his fury, 


and with great gravity applied to that function the un- 


finiſhed ſheets of the Conduct of the Earl of Net- 


vingham, 


"A STRANGE 


Was not the firſt light you ſaw the 


And 


11 


[ 203 ] 


A STRANGE BUT TRUE 


FRE . A T 10 N 


H O 


Mr. EDMUND CURLL, 


of Fleet - ſtreet, Stationer, 


Out of a an extraordinary deſire of Jucre, went into 
*Change-alley, and was converted from the 


Chriſtian religion by certain eminent Jews: and 


| bow he was circumciſed and initiated into their 


myſteries. * 


AY ARICE (as ſir Richard, in the third page 
of his Effays hath elegantly obſerved) is an in- 
ordinate impulſe of the foul towards the amaſſing or heap= 


ing together a ſuper flutty of wealth without the leaſt re- 


gard of applying it to its proper uſes. 
And how the mind of man is poſſeſſed with this 


vice, may be ſeen every day both in the city and ſub- 
urbs thereof. It has been always eſteemed by Plato, 


Puffendorf, and Socrates, as the darling vice of old- 
age: but now our young men are turned uſurers and 


Kock: jobhera; 3 and, inftcad of. luſting after the real 


wives 


IE? . _ : = — — — 
- — — — — * _ _ * 
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wives and daughters of our rich citizens, they covet 


nothing but their money and eſtates. Strange change 


of vice! when the concupiſcence of youth is convert- 
ed into the cavetouſneſs of age, and thoſe appetites 


are now become VENAL, which ſhould be vENE- 


REAL. 
In the firſt place, let us how you how many of the 


ancient worthies and heroes of antiquity have been un- 


done and ruined by this deadly fin of avarice. 


J ſhall take the liberty to begin with Brutus, that 
noble Reman. Does not Ætian inform us, that he 
received fifty broad pieces for the aſſaſſination of that 
renowned emperor Julius Czſar, who fell a ſacrifice 
to the Jetos, as fir Edmund Bury Godfrey did to the 


Papiſtis? 
Did not Them? i/locles let in the Goths and Vandals 


Into Carthage for a ſum of money, where they barba- 
rouſly put out the other eye of the famous Hannibal? 


as Herodotus hath it in his ninth book upon the Roman 


medals. 
Even the great Cato as the late Mr. Add) ien hath 
very well obſerved) though otherwiſe a gentleman of 
good ſenſe, was not unſullied by this pecuniary con- 
tagion; for he fold Athens to Artaxerxes Longimanus 
ſor a hundred viæ- dollars, which in our money will 


amount to two zalents and thirty ſe/tertit, according 


to Mr. Demoivre's calculation. See Heſiod in Dis * 
venth chapter of Faſts and Feſtivals. 
Actuated by the ſame diabolical ſpirit of gain, 9ů—— 
the Roman conſul ſhot Alcibiades the ſenator with a 
piſtol, and robbed. him of ſeveral bank bills and *chequer 
- notes to an immenſe value; for which he came to an 
untimely 
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untimely end, and was denied chri/lian burial, Hence 
comes the proverb incidat in Syllam., 


To come near to our own times, and give you one 


modern inſtance, though well known and often quo- 

ted by hiſtorians, viz. Echard, Dionyſius Halicarnaſ- 
feus, Virgil, Horace, and others. Tis that, I mean, 
of the famous Godfrey of Bulloigne, one of the great 
heroes of the holy war, who robbed Cleopatra queen 
of Egypt of a diamond necklace, ear-rings, and a Tom- 
pion's gold watch (which was given her by Hart An- 


| tony) all theſe things were found in Godfrey's breeches 


pocket, when he was killed at the ſiege of Damaſcus. 
Who then can wonder, after ſo many great and 
illuſtrious examples, that Mr. Edmund Curll the ſta- 


tioner ſhould renounce the chriſtian religion for the 


mammon of unrighteouſneſs, and barter his precious 


faith for the filthy proſpect of lucre in 1 the on Huc- 


tuation of /?ocks © 


It having been obſerved to Mr. Curll, by ſome of 


kia ingenious authors, (who I fear are not overcharged 


with any religion) what immenſe ſums the Jeros had 


got by * bubbles, etc. he immediately turned his mind 


from the buſineſs in which he was educated, but 


thrived little, and reſolved to quit his ſhop for Gn 
alley. Whereupon, falling into company with the 


oy. at their club at the ſign of the Croſs in Cornbill, 


* Bubble was a name given to 
all the extravagant projects, for 
which ſubſcriptions were raiſed, 
and negotiated at vaſt premiums 
in Cbange-alley, in the year 1720. 
A name, which alluded to their 


production by the ferment of the 


South-ſea, and not to their ſplen- 


dor, emptineſs, and inutility z | 


for it did not become a name ot 
reproach in this caſe, till time 


completed the metaphor, and the 


dein broke. 


they 
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they began to tamper with him upon the molt impor- 


tant points of the chriſtian faith, which he for ſome 
time zealouſly, and lite a good chriſtian obſtinately de- 
fended. They promiſed him Paradiſe, and many 
other advantages hereafter, but he artfully inſinuated, 


that he was more inclinable to liſten to preſent gain. 


They took the hint, and promiſed him, that imme- 
diately upon his converſion to their perſuaſion he 
ſhould become as rich as a Ferw. 
_ They made uſe likewiſe of ſeveral other arguments; ; 

to wit, 
That the wiſeſt 1 man | that ever was, and alk 
the richeſt, beyond all peradventure was 2 aus Vi- 
delicet, Salhmon. 


That David, the man after God's own heart, was 


a Fewalſo. And moſt of the children of Iſrael are 
ſuſpected for holding the ſame doctrine. 


This Mr. Curll at firſt ſtrenuouſſy denied, for i in- 


deed he thought them Reman cathalicks, and ſo far was 
he from giving way to their temptations, that to con- 
vince them of his chr Mianity he called for a pork 


Eriſting. 


They now promiſed, if he would poiſon his wiſe, 
and give up his griſeing, that he ſhould marry the rich 


Ben Meymon's only daughter. This made ſome im- 
preſſion on him. Ik 


They then talked to him i in the Hebrew tongue, 
which he not underſtanding, it was obſerved, had very 


great weight with him. 
They now, perceiving that his ach was only 


gain, deſiſted from all other arguments, and attacked 


him on his weak lide, namely, that of avarice, 
5 Upon 


— — 6 
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Upon which John Mendez offered him an eighth 
of an advantageous bargain for the ales creed, which 
he readily and wickedly renounced, 


He then ſold the nine and thirty articles for a * Bull; 


but inſiſted hard upon black -pudaings, being a great 


lover thereof. 


Joſbua Pereira engaged to let bim ſhare with him 
in his Pottomrye; upon this he was perſuaded out of 
his chriſtian name; but he till adhered to black- -pud- | 


dingt. 


ſubſcription in Ram's bubble ; for which he was con- 


tent to give up the four evangeliſts, and he was now 


completed a perfect Jew, all but Flach- pudding and 


circumciſion; for both of which he would have been 


glad to have had a diſpenſation. 
But, on the 17ch of March, Mr. Curll ( unknown to 


his wife) came to the tavern aforeſaid. At his en- 


trance into the room he perceived a meagre man with 


a fallow countenance, a black forky beard, and long 
veſtment. In his right hand he held a large pair of 
ſheers, and in his left a red-hot ſearing-iron, At 
light of this, Mr. 8 1 5 heart trembled within him, 


* Bull and e He Who 1 of his bargain; the 


Sir Gideon Th tempted him with ew pound 


ſells that of which he is not poſ- 
ſeſſed, is proverbially ſaid 70 ſell 
the Ain before ke has caught the 
bear : it was the practice of ſtock- 
jobbers, in the year 1720, to en- 
ter into contract for transferring 


S. S. ſtock at a future time for a 


certain price; but he who con- 
tracted to ſell had frequently no 
ſtock to transfer, nor did he who 


bought intend to receive any in 


ſeller... 


ſeller was therefore called a 3 


in alluſion to the proverb; and 


the buyer a Hull, perhaps only as 
a ſimilar diſtinction. The con- 


tract was merely a wager to be 
determined by the riſe or fall of 


ſtock; if it roſe, the ſeller paid 


the difference to the buyer pro- 
portioned to the ſum determined 
by the ſame Sante ar to the 


and 
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and fain would he retire; but he was prevented by fix 
Jews, who laid hands upon him, and unbuttoning 
his breeches threw him upon the — a pale pitiful 
ſpectacle. 


He now intreated them in the moſt moving tone of 


voice to diſpenſe with that anmanly ceremonial, which 
if they would conſent to, he faithfully promiſed, that 


he would eat a quarter of paſ: hal lamb with them the 


next Sunday following. 


All theſe proteſtations availed him nothing, for they 


threatened him, that all contracts and bargains ſhould 


be void, unleſs he would ſubmit to bear al] the __ 


ward and vi/ible ſigns of Fudaiſm. 

Our apoſtate hearing this ſtretched himſelf upon his 
back, ſpread his legs, and waited for the operation : 
but, when he ſaw the high-prieſt take up the cleft flick, 
he roared moſt unmercifully, and ſwore ſeveral chriſ- 
tian oaths, for which the Jews rebuked him. 

The favour of the Muvia, that iſſued from him, 
convinced the old Levite and all his aſſiſtants, that he 
needed no preſent purgation, wherefore without fur- 
ther anointing him he proceeded in his office; when, 
by an unfortunate jerk upward of the impatient vic- 
tim, he loſt five times as much as ever Jon did be- 
fore. 

They, finding that he was too much circumciſed, 


which by the /evitical law is worſe than not being cir- 


cumceiſed at all, refuſed to ſtand to any of their con- 
tracts: wherefore they caſt him forth from their ſy- 

nagogue; and he now remains a moſt piteous, wo- 
ful, and miſerable ſight at the ſign of the Old Te/ta- 


ment and Deal i in Fleet obo his wife (poor woman) 
he 22 5 is 


hd % © 2 a 
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is at this hour lamenting over him, wringing her hands 
and tearing her hair; for the barbarous eus {till keep, 
and expoſe at Jonathan's and Garraway's, the memo- 


rial of her loſs, and her huſband's indignity. 


P RAY E R. 
Te ſave the lamp *.) 


E E P us, we beſeech thee, from the hands of ſuch 


barbarous and cruel Jews, who albeit they abhor 
the blood of black-puddings, yet thir/t they vehe- 


mently after the blood of white ones. And that we may 
avoid ſuch-like calamities, may all good and well diſpoſed 


chriſtians be warned by this unhappy wretch's waful ex- 


ample, to abominate the heinous fin of avarice, which ſoon- 


er or later will draw them into the cruel clutches of Satan, 
Papiſts, Jews, and Stock. jobbers. Amen. 


* All . f prayer and half a ſheet with one Wie 
thankſgiving, books of devotion, etc. and every ſuch paper, being one 


being excepted in the ſtatute of whole ſheet, with a tamp-duty of 


12 Anne, (1712) charging pam- one penny for every copy. 
phlets and papers contained in 2h „ 
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GOD's RE VE NG 
4 G A 1 N 8 T 


PU N N IN 8 


Shewing the m iperable 1 of perſons ad- 
e to this oy 2 In, in court and 


 fown. 
M ANIFO LD have been the ene which 
heaven from time to time for the chaſtiſement 
of a ſinful people has inflited on whole nations. For, 
when the degeneracy becomes common, tis but juſt 
the puniſhment ſhould be general : of this kind, in 


our own unfortunate country, was that deſtructive | 
peſtilence, whoſe mortality was fo fatal, as to ſweep 
away, if fir Wiiliam Petty may be believed, five mil- 


lions of chriſtian ſouls, beſides women and Fes, 
Such alſo was that dreadful conflagration enſuing, 

in this famous metropolis of London, which confamed, 

according to the computation of fir Samuel Merland, 


one hundred thouſand houſes, not to mention churches 


and ſtables, 
Scarce had this unhappy nation recovered theſe ſu- 


neſt diſaſters, when the abomination of play-houſes _ 


or i HE roſe 
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roſe up in this land : from hence hath an inundation 
of obſcenity flowed from the court and over-ſpread 
the kingdom: even infants disfigured the walls of 
holy temples with exorbitant repreſentations of the 
members of generation; nay, no ſooner had they 
learnt to ſpell, but they had wickedneſs enough to write 
the names thereof in large capitals : an enormity ob- 
ſerved by travellers to be found in no country but 
England. 

But when whoring and popery were driven hence 
by the happy revolution; ſtill the nation ſo greatly of- 
fended, that Socinianiſm, Arianiſm, and Whifloniſm 
triumphed in our ftreets, and were in a manner be- 
come univerſal. | 
And yet ſtill, after all theſe viſitations, it has plea- 
ſed heaven to viſit us with a contagion more epidemi- 
cal, and of conſequence more fatal: this was foretold 
to us, firſt, by that unparallelled eclipſe in 1714: ſe- 
condly, by the dreadful coruſcation in the air this 
preſent year: and, thirdly, by the nine comets ſeen 
at once over Seh- ſquare, by Mrs. Katherine Waadling- 
ten and others; a contagion that firſt crept in amongſt 
the firſt quality, deſcended to their footmen, and in- 
fuſed itſelf into their ladies: I mean the woful prac- 
tice of PUNNING. This does occaſion the cor- 
ruption of our language, and therein of the word of 
_ God tranſlated into our language, which certainly 
every ſober chriſtian muſt tremble at. 

Now ſuch is the enormity of this abomination, that 
our very nobles not only commit punning over tea, 
and in taverns, but even on the Lord's day, and in 
the king 8 cape] ; therefore, to deter men from this 
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evil practice, I ſhall give ſome true and dreadful ex- 
amples of God's revenge againſt purſters, 
The right honourable but it is not ſafe to 


inſert the name of an eminent nobleman in this paper, 


yet ] will venture to ſay that ſuch a one has been ſeen; 
which is all we can ſay, conſidering the largeneſs of 
his ſleeves : this young nobleman was not only a fla- 
gitious pur/ter himſelf, but was acceſſary to the pun- 
ning of others, by conſent, by provocation, by conni- 
vance, and by defence of the evil committed ; for 


which the Lord mercifully ſpared his neck, but as a 


mark of reprobation wried his noſe. 
Another nobleman of great hopes, no leſs guilty of 
the ſame crime, was made the puniſher of himſelf with 


his own hand, in the loſs of five hundred pounds at 


box and dice; whereby this unfortunate young gen- 


tleman incurred the heavy Giipleaſure of his aged 


grand mother. 


A third, of no leſs Wuſtrious extraion, for the 
ſame vice, was permitted to fall into the arms of a 


Dalilab, who may one day cut off his curious hairs 
and deliver him up to the Philiſtines. 

Colonel T 
portment, gave into this ſin ſo early in his youth, that, 
whenever his tongue endeavours to ſpeak common 
ſenſe, he heſitates ſo as not to be underſtood. 

Thomas Pickle, gentleman, for the ſame crime ba 
niſhed to Minorca. i 

 Muley Hamet, from a healthy and hopeful alficer 

in the army, turned a miſerable invalid at Tulbury- 


fort. 


— AEiuſlace, Eſq; for the murder of much I 
P 3 the 


an ancient gentleman of grave de- 


1 
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the king's Englih in Ireland is quite deprived of his 


reaſon, and now remains a lively inſtance of empti- 


neſs and vivacity 
Poor Daniel Button for the ſame offence deprived 
of his wits. 
One Samuel, an Iriſhman, for bis forward attempt 


to pun, was ſtunted in his ſtature, and hath been viſit- 


ed all his life after with bulls and blunders. 

George Simmons, ſhocmaker at Turn/iile in Holborn, 
was ſo given to this cuſtom, and did it with ſo much 
ſucceſs, that his neighbours gave out he was a wit, 
which report coming among his creditors, no-body 
would truſt him; ſo that be is now a bankrupt, and 


his family in a iber condition. 


Divers eminent clergymen of the univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, tor having propagated this vice, became great 
drunkards and tories. 


From which calamities th Lord ; in his mercy defend 


700 all, etc. etc. 


A WON. 
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A WONDERFUL 


PROP H E C Y 


Taken fo the mouth of the ſpirit of a perſon, 
who was _— ſlain by the 


TT a a” ; 


PROVING ALSO 


That the ſaid Mohocks and Hawculbites 


are the Gog and Magog mentioned i in 
the Revelations ; ; 


And therefore that this vain and tranſitory 


world will ſhortly be brought to its final 


diſſolution. 


| Breathed forth i in | the year 1718. 


Moe] Mel Woe! © 
FO E to London ! Woe to Weſtminſter / Woe 


to Southwark l and woe to the inhabitants | 


al | 


Iam loth to ſay, Woe t to the old ny new churches, | 


thoſe that are built, and thoſe that are not built! 


Fs. But 


63 
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a out {hall abide out. 
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But woe to the gates, the ſtreets, and the houſes ! 
Woe to the men, the women, and the children! for 
the Monocks and HAwcuBITES are already come, 
the time draweth near, and the end approacheth! _ 

Not to mention the near reſemblance betwixt the 
names of Monock and Goc, HawcuBiTE and 
MacGoe (though I think there is a great deal even 


in that) I ſhall go on to proceed in my more ſolid ar- 
- guments, proving to you not only the things that are, 


but alſo the things that are not. 

The things that are, are the Mohocks and HA w- 
CUBITES); the things that are not, are Goc and MA- 
GOG ; and yet both the things that are, and the things 2 


that are not, are one and the ſame thing. 


How this matter is, or when it is to be fulfilled, 


neither you nor I know, but I only. 


For, when the Mofocks and HawcusiTEs 
came, Satan came alſo among them; and where Satan 


is, there are God and Macoe alſo. 


They have the mark of the beaſt in their foreheads, 


and the beaſt himſelf is in their hearts, their teeth 


are ſharp like the teeth of lions, their tails are fiery 


like the tails of ſcorpions, and their hair is as Fthe hair 


of women. 


Here the ſpirit pauſed a whil——and thus again 
proceeded : 


Now liſten to what is to come. 


Thoſe that are in ſhall abide in, and thoſe that are 
Vet thoſe that are in ſhall be 


as thoſe that are out, and thoſe that are out ſhall be as 


thoſe that are in, 


A WONDERFUL PROPHECY. 277 
Be not dejected —— fear not but believe and 
tremble. 


The lions of this world are dead, and the princes 
of this world are dead alſo, and the next world * 


eth nigh. 


That ancient IWhis, the Antichriſt of St. Jim, ſhall . 
lead the van like a young dragon, but he {hall be cut 


piece- mail, and diſpoſſeſſed. 


The dragon upon Bow-church, and the graſhopper 


upon the Royal-exchange, ſhall meet together upon 
Stocks-market, and ſhake hands like brethren. 


Shake therefore your heads, O ye people! my time 


is ſhort, and yours is not long : lengthen therefore 


your repentance, and ſhorten your iniquities. 


Lo! the comet appeareth in the South! yea, it 
appeareth exceedingly. Ah poor deluded Chriſtians! 
Ah blind brethren ! think not that this baleful dog- 
ſtar only ſhaketh his tail at you in waggery ; no, it 
ſhaketh it as a rod. It is not a ſporting tail, but a 


Hery tail, even as the tail of a harlot ; yea, ſuch a tail 
as may reach, and be told, to all poſterity. 8 


I am the porter, that was barbarouſly lain in Flet- 
| frireet: by the Monocks and HawcuniTes was I 


ſlain, when they laid violent hands upon me. 
They put their hook into my mouth, they divided 
my noſtrils aſunder, they ſent me, as they thought, to 


my long home; but now I am returned again to fore- 


tell their e en 


The time is at hand, when the Free-thinkers of 


Great- Britain {hall be converted to . and the 
Sullan E 


CD — ITS 
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Sultan ſhall receive the fore-ſkins of t Toland and Col- 
lins in a box of gold. 


Yet two days, a day, and half a day, yea, upon the 


twelfth hour of the fourth day, thoſe emblems of Go 


and MaGoG at the Ga:ld-hall ſhall fall to the ground, 
and be broken aſunder. With them ſhall periſh the 
Monocks and HawcusiTEs, and the whole world 


ſhall periſh with them, 


Mo the foirit diſappeared, and immediately theres 
upon eld his peace. 


| - Authors of ſeveral books in favour of infldetitys 


Tur 


„„ 
COUNTRY-POST. 


From Tueſday, Auguſt zhe 1275, to Thurſday, 
Augult che 14h. 


6 From the hen-rooft, Auguſt the 4th, 


WO days ago we were put in a dreadfu] con- 

ſternation by the advance of a kite, which 
threatened every minute to fall upon us; he made ſe- 
veral motions as if he deſigned to attack our left wing, 
| which covered our infantry. We were alarmed at his 
approach, and, upon a general muſter of all our for- 
ces, the kitchen-maid came to our relief; but we 
were ſoon convinced, that ſhe had betrayed us, and 
was in the intereſt of the kite aforeſaid ; for the twiſt- 
ed off two of our companions necks, and ſtript them 
naked: five of us were alſo clapped in a cloſe priſon, 
in order to be {old tor ſlaves the next market-day. 


p. S. The black hen was laſt night ſafely delivered 
of ſeven young ducks. 


Fram 


* 
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Prom the garden, Auguſt the 3d. 


The boars have done much miſchief of late in theſe 


parts, to ſuch a degree, that not a turnip or carrot 
can lie ſafe in their beds, Yeſterday ſeveral of them 
were taken, and ſentenced to have a wooden engine 
put about their necks, to have their noſes bored, and 
rings thruſt through them, a as a mark of infamy for 
ſuch practices. 


From the great bond, Auguſt the 1. 


Veſterday a large ſail of ducks paſſed by here, af- 
ter a ſmall reſiſtance from two little boys, who flung 
ſtones at them; they landed near the barn - door, 


where they foraged with very good ſucceſs : while 


they were upon this enterprize, an old turkey-cock 


attacked a maid in a red petticoat, and ſhe retired 


with great precipitation. This afternoon, being ſome- 


what rainy, they ſet ſail again, and took ſeveral frogs. 
Juſt now arrived the par/or's wife, and twenty ducks 
were brought forth before her in order to be tried, but 


for what crime we know not, however two of them 
were condemned; *twas alſo obſerved, that ſhe carried 
off a goſling and three ſucking- -Pigs. 


From the little fart at the end of the garden, Auguſt 
| the 508. 


Laſt night two young men of this place made a d- 
tachment of their breeches, in order, as it is thought, 


to poſſeſs themſelves of the two overtures of the ſaid 


ſort; but at their approach they heard great firing 


from 
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from the port- holes; they found them already Bom- 
barded by the rear-guard of Sarah and Suky, who, 
fearing theſe young men were come to beat up their 
quarters, deſerted their neceſſary poſts, which were im- 
mediately taken poſſeſſion of, notwithſtanding they 
were much annoyed by reaſon of ſeveral ſtink-pots, 
that had been flung there the ſame morning. 


From the barley-imow near the barn, Auguſt the 3d. 


It was yeſterday rumoured, that there was heard 
a mighty ſqueaking near this place, as of an army of 
mice, who were thought to Jie in ambuſcade in Sor | 
ſaid mow : upon this the farmer aſſembled together 
a council of neighbours, wherein it was refolved, that 
the mow ſhould be removed to prevent the farther de- 
ſtruction of the forage. This day the affair was put 
in execution; four hundred and ſeventy- nine mice and 
three large rats were killed, and a vaſt number wound= 
ed, by pitch-forks and other inſtruments of huſban- 
dry. A mouſe, that was cloſe purſued, took ſhelter 
under Dolly's petticoats, but by the vigilance of George 
Simmons he was taken, as he was endeavouring to 
force his way through a deep moraſs, and cruſhed to 
death on the ſpot. There was nothing material hap- 
pened the next day, only Cicily Hart was obſerved to 
make water under the ſaid mow, as the was going a 
milking. 


From the great yard, Au viſt the 2d. 


1t is very credibly reported, that there i is a treaty 
of marriage on foot between the old red cock and the 


pyed 85 
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pyed hen, they having of late appeared very much i in 
publick together : he yeſterday made her a preſent of 
three barley-cornis, ſo that we look on this affair as con- 
cluded. This is the fame cock that fought a duel for 
her about a month ago. 


Frem the fquire 5 bone. 


On Sunday laſt there was a noble entertainment in 
our great hall, where were preſent the parſon and the 
farmer : : the parſon eat like a farmer and the farmer 
Vke a parfon: we refer you to the curious in calcula- 
tions to decide which eat moſt. . 

It is reported, that the minifter chriſtened a male 
child laſt week, but it wants can mation. 


From the Juſtices meeting, A; the 745. 


This day a jack- daw, well known in the rariſh, 
was ordered cloſe priſoner to a cage, for crying Cuck- 
eld to a juſtice of the guorum; and the ſame evening 
certain apples, for b://ing in a diſreſpectſul manner as 
they were 7ca/iing, were committed to lambs wool. 


The ſame day the ſaid juſtices cauſed a pig to be 
whipt to death, and eat the ſame, being convicted of 
Spueating on the 10th of June. 


Frum the chu h, Auguſt the 85. 


Divine 1 is continued in our pariſh as 1 


though we have ſeldom the company of any of the 


neighbouring gentry; by whoſe manner of living it 
may be conjectured, that the advices from this place 
ue | = T 
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are not credited by them, or elſe regarded as matters 


of little conſequence. 


From the church-yard, Auguſt the 8th, 


The miniſter, having obſerved his only daughter to 


| ſeem too much affected with the intercourſe of his 


bull and the cows of the pariſh, has ordered the cere- 
mony for the future to be performed not in his own 
court, but in the church-yard ; where, at the firſt ſo- 
lemnity of that kind, the grave- ſtones of Fohn Fry, 
Piter How, and Mary d'Urfey were ſpurned down. 
This has already occaſioned great debates in the veſ- 


try, the latter being the deceaſed wife of the % ig 


clerk of this Pace. 


Caſualties this week, 


Several caſualties have be this week, and the 


dill of mortality is very much increaſed. There have 


have died of the falling-fickneſs two {tumbling horſes, | 
as alſo one of their riders. Sothered (in onions) ſe- 


ven rabbits. Stiſied (in a ſoldier's breeches) two geeſe. 
Of a ſore-threat, ſeveral ſheep and calves at the but- 
cher's. Starved to death, one baſtard- child nurſed at 


the pariſh charge. Still- born, in eggs of turkeys, 


geeſe, ducks, and hens, thirty-ſix. Drowned, nine 
puppies. Of wind in the bowels, five bottles of ſmall- 
beer. I have not yet ſeen the exact liſt of the pariſnu- 


clerk, ſo that, for a more particular account, we re- 
fer you to our next. 


We have nothing material as to the Packs ak that 


Dick Adams was ſet in them laſt Sunday for ſwearing. 
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A TRUE AND FAITHFUL 


NARRATIVE 


8 


What paſſed i in LoN DON during the gene- 
ral conſternation of all ranks and degrees 
of mankind, 


On La Wedneſday, Thur, and Fri ri- 
eee . 


O N Tueſila the 13th of Oahober Mr. Vpiſton held 
his lecture near the Royal Exchange to an audi- 
ence of fourteen worthy citizens, his ſubſcribers and 
conſtant hearers. Beſides theſe there were five chance 
auditors for that night only, who had paid their ſhil- 
lings a- piece. I think myſelf obliged to be very par- 
ticular in this relation, leſt my veracity ſhould be ſuſ- 
peed ; which makes me appeal to the men who 
were preſent ; of which ner, 1 -myieit was one. 
Their names are 


Henry WA haberdaſher. | 
George Hancock, druggiſt. 
John Lewis, 41. Jaler 


Vor. V. — Wil — 
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William Jones, corn-chandler. 
Henry Theobald, watch-maker. 
James Peters, draper. 
Thomas Floyer, / loerſmith. 

John Wells, brewer. 

Samuel Greg, ſcap boiler. 
William Cooley, fi/hmonger. 
James Harper, hoſter. 

Robert Tucker, ſtationer. 

George Ford, ironmonger. 

Daniel Ly ach, apethecary. 


William Bennet, 

David Somers, 
Charles Lock, 
Leonard Daval 
Henry Croft, 


> apprentices, 


Mr. IM hiſton began by acquainting us, that (con- 


trary to his advertiſement) he thought himſelf in duty 

and conſcience obliged to — the ſubject-matter 
of his intended diſcourſe. Here he pauſed, and 
ſeemed for a ſhort ſpace as it were loſt in devotion and 
mental prayer ; after which, with great earneſtneſs 
and vehemence he ſpake as follows : : 


% Friends and fellow-citizens, all ſpeculative "EP 
& ence is at an end: the period of all things is at 
« hand; on Friday next this world ſhall be no more. 
Put not your confidence in me, brethren, for to- 
* morrow morning five minutes after five the truth 
«©. will be evident; in that inſtant the comet ſhall ap- 


e pear, of which 1 have heretofore warned you. As 
cc 
ye 
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ce ye have heard, believe. Go hence, and prepare 
cc your wives, your families, and friends, for the uni- 
« verſal change.” 

At this ſolemn and dreadful prediction the whole 
ſociety appeared in the utmolt aſtoniſhment : but it 
would be unjuſt not to remember, that Mr. Lhiſten 
himſelf was in ſo calm a temper as to return a ſhilling 
a-piece to the youths, who had been diſappointed of 
their lecture, which I thought, from a man of his in- 


3 tegrity, a TO proot of his own faith i in the 


1 prediction. 
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As we thought it a duty, in charity, to warn all 
men; in two or three hours the news had ſpread 


through the city. At firſt indeed our report met with 


but Ittle credit, it being by our greateſt dealers in 


ſocks thought only a court artifice to fink them, that 
ſome choice favourites might purchaſe at a lower rate; 


for the South ſea that very evening fell five per cent. 


the ludia eleven; and all the other funds in propor- 


tion. But at the court end of the town our atteſtations 


were entirely diſbelieved, or turned into ridicule ; yet 
nevertheleſs the news ſpread every where, and Was 
the ſubject matter of all converſation. 

That veiy night (as I was crevibly informed) Mr. 
Ih: ion was ſent for to a great lady, who is very cu- 


rious in the learned ſciences, and addicted to all the 
| ſpeculative doubts of the moſt able phil-ſophers ; but 
he was not now to be found: and, ſince at other times 


he has been known not to decline chat honour, I make 
no doubt he concealed himſelf to attend the great 
| duſineſs of his ſoul: but whether it was the lady's 


| faith, or  inquilitivencſs, that occaſioned her to ſend, 
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is a point I ſhall not preſume to determine. As for 
his being ſent for to the ſecretary's office by a meſſen- 


ger, it is now known to be a matter notoriouſly falſe, 


and indeed at firſt it had little credit with me, that fo 
zealous and honeſt a man ſhould be ordered into cuſ- 


tody, as a ſeditious preacher, who is known to be fo 


well affected to the preſent happy eftabh/hment. 


It was now I reflected with exceeding trouble and 


ſorrow, that I had diſuſed family-prayers for above 
five years, and {though it has been a cuſtom of late 


entirely neglected by men of any buſineſs or ſtation) 


I determined within myſelf no longer to omit ſo rea- 


ſonable and religious a duty, I acquainted my wife 


with my intentions: but, two or three neighbours 
having been engaged to ſup with us that night, and 
many hours being unwarily ſpent at cards, IT was pre- 
vailed on by her to put it off til] the next day; ſhe 
reaſoning, that it would be time enough to take off 
the ſervants from their buſineſs (which this practice 
muſt infallibly occaſion for an hour or two every day) 
after the comet had made its appearance. 

Zachary Botuen, a quaker, and my next neighbour; 
had no ſooner heard of the prophecy, but he made me 
a viſit. I informed him of every thing I had heard, 
but found him quite obſtinate in his unbelief ; for, /aid 
be, be comforted, friend, thy tidings are impoſſibili- 
ties, for, were theſe things to happen, they muſt have 


been foreſeen by ſome of our brethren. This indeed 


(is in all other ſpiritual caſes with this ſett of people) 
was his only reaſon againſt believing me; and, as he 


was fully perſuaded that the prediction was erroneous, 


e 


he in a very neighbourly 1 manner  admoniſhed me 
7 5 againſt 
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againſt ſelling my ſtock at the preſent low price; which, 
he ſaid, beyond diſpute muſt have a riſe before Mon- 


day, when this unreaſonable conſternation ſhould be 


over. 
But on IW-dneſday morning (I believe to the exact 


calculation of Mr. Whiſton) the comet appeared: for 
at three minutes after five by my own watch I ſaw it. 


He indeed foretold, that it would be ſeen at five mi- 
nutes after five, but, as the beſt watches may be a mi- 


nute or two too ſlow, I am apt to think his calcula- 
tion juſt to a minute. 


In leſs than a quarter of an hour all Cheap/t de was 
crouded with a vaſt concourſe of people, and, not- 
withſtanding it was ſo early, it is thought, that, through 


all that part of the town, there was not man, woman, 


or child, except the ſick or infirm, left in their beds. 
From my own balcony, I am confident, I ſaw ſeve- 


ral thouſands in the ſtreet, and counted at leaſt ſeven- 
teen who were upon their knees, and ſeemed in actual 
devotion. Eleven of them indeed appeared to be old 
women of about fourſcore ; the ſix others were men 
in advanced life, but (as I could gueſs) two o of them 


might be under ſeventy. 


It is highly probable, that an « event of this nature 
may be paſſed over by the greater hiſtorians of our 


times, as conducing very little or nothing to the unra- 


velling and laying open the deep ſchemes of politicians 
and myſteries of ftate ; for which reaſon, I thought 
it might not be unacceptable to record the facts, which 
in the ſpace of three days came to my knowledge, ei- 
ther as an eye witneſs, or from unqueſtionable au- 
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thorities ; nor can I think this narrative will be en. 
tirely without its uſe, as it may enable us to form a 


more juſt idea of our countrymen in gene tal, particu- 


larly in regard to their faith, religion, mor als, and po- 
liticks. . ; 

Before J/edne/day noon the belief was univerſal, that 
the day of judgment was at band, inſomuch, that a 
waterman of my acquaintance told me, he counted no 


leſs than one hundred and twenty-three clergymen, 
Who had been ferried over to Lambeth before twelve 
c' clock: theſe, it is ſaid, went thither to petition, that 


a ſhort prayer might be penned, and ordered, there being 
none in the ſervice upon that occaſion. But as in 
things of this nature it is neceſſary that the council be 


_ conſulted, their requeſt was not immediately compli- 
ed with; and this Iaffirm to be the true and only rea- 


ſon, that the churches were not that morning ſo well 
attended; and is in no ways to be imputed to the fears 


and conſternation of the clergy, with which the free- 


thinkers haye ſince very unjuſtly reproached them. 
My wife and I went to church (where we had not 


been for many years on a week day) and, with a very 
large congrega ion, were diſappointed of the ſervice. 
But (whai will be ſcarce credible) by the careleſſneſs 
of a' prentice, in our ablence, we had a piece of fine 
cambrick carried off by a ſhop-lifter : ſo little im- 
preſſion was yet made on the minds of thoſe wicked 
women! — 1 


I cannot omit the care of a particular director the 


Bark; I hope the worthy and wealthy knight will for- 
give me, that I endeavour to do him juſtice z 1or it 


Was 
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was unqueſtionably owing to * fir Gilbert Heathcot?'s 
ſagacity, that all the re- Aces were required to have 
a particular eye upon the ban# England. Let it be 
recorded to his praiſe, that in the oencial hurry this 


ſtruck him as his neareſt and tendereſt concern; but 


the next day in the evening, after having taken due 


care of all his books, bills, and bonds, I was informed 
kis mind was wholly turned upon ſpiritual matters; 
yet, ener and anon, he could not help expreſſing his 


xeſentment againſt the Tories and Jacobites, to whom 


he imputed that ſudden run upon the bark, which hap- 


pened on this occaſion. 

A great man (whom at this time it may not be pru- 
dent to name) employed all the IVedneſday morning to 
make up ſuch an account, as might appear "FR 
caſe he ſhould be called upon to produce it on the Fri- 
day; but was forced to deſiſt, after having for ſeveral 
hours together attempted it, not being able to bring 


| himſelf to a reſolution to truſt the many hundred ar- 


ticles of his ſecret tranſactions upon pa: per. 
Another ſeemed to be very melancholy, which his 
flatterers imputed to his dread of loſing his power in 


a day or two; but J rather take it, that his chief con- 
cern was the terror of being tried in a court that could 


not be influenced, and where a majority of voices 


could avail him nothing. It was obſerved too, that 
he had few viſiters thai day; this added fo much to 
his mortification, that he read through the firſt chap- 


Sir Gil'ert Hea'hcote had be- ſurer Godolpbin's being removed, 
fore Hignaliſed his care for the as a meaſure that would deilroy 
Bank, when in equal danger, by the e credit. See p. 71, 
petitioning againſt the lord trea- note. 
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ter of the book of Fob, and wept over it bitterly ; in 
ſhort, he ſeemed a true penitent in every thing, but 
| In charity to his neighbour. No buſineſs was that day 
done in his compting-houſe ; it is ſaid too, that he was 
adviſed to reſtitution, but I never heard that he com- 
| plied with it ai;y tarther, than in giving halt a crown 
a- piece to ſeveral crazed and ſtarving creditors, who 
attended in the outward room. 
Three of the maids of honour ſent to countermand 
their birth-day cloaths; two of them burnt all their 
collections of novels and romances, and ſent to a book- 


ſeller's in Pall mall to buy each of them a Bible, and [| 


Taylor's holy living and dying, But I muſt do all of 
them the juſtice to acknowledge, that they ſhewed a 
very decent behaviour in the drawing-room, and re- 
ſtrained themſelves from thoſe innocent freedoms and 
little levities ſo commonly incident to young ladies of 
their profeſſion. So many birth-day ſuits were coun- 
termanded the next day, that moſt of the taylors and 
mantua-makers diſcharged all their journeymen and 
women, A grave elderly lady of great erudition and 
modeſty, who viſits theſe young ladies, ſeemed to be 
extremely ſhocked by the apprehenſions, that ſhe was 
to appear naked before the whole world; and no lefs 
fo, that all mankind was to appear naked before her; 

which might ſo much divert her thoughts, as to inca- 


pacitate her to give ready and apt anſwers to the inter- 2 ö 


rogatories that might be made her. The maids of ho- 
nour, who had both modeſty and curioſity, could not 
imagine the ſight ſo diſagreeable as was repreſented; 
ay, one of them. went lo far as to ſay, ſhe EY : 
longec 
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longed to ſee it; for it could not be fo indecent, when 
every-body was to be alike; and they had a day or 

two to prepare themſelves to be ſeen in that condition. 
Upon this reflection, each of them ordered a bathing- 


tub to be got ready that evening, and a looking-glaſs 


to be ſet by it. So much are theſe young ladies both 
by nature and cuſtom addicted to cleanly appearance. 

A weſt- country gentleman told me, he got a church- 
leaſe filled up that morning for the ſame ſum, which 
had been refuſed for three years ſucceſſively, I muſt 
impute this merely to accident; for I cannot imagine 
that any divine could take the advantage of his tenant 
in fo unhandſome a manner; or that the ſhortneſs of 
the life was in the leaſt his conſideration ; though I 
have heard the ſame worthy prelate aſperſed and ma- 
ligned ſince upon this very account. 

The term being ſo near, the alarm among the Law- 
VERS was inexpreſſible, though ſome of them, 1 was 
told, were ſo vain as to promiſe themſelves ſome ad- 
vantage in making their defence, by being verſed in 
the practice of our earthly courts, It is faid too, that 
| ſome of the chief pleaders were heard to expreſs great 
ſatisfaction, that there had been but few /tate-trials of 
late years. Several attornies demanded the return of 
fees, that had been given the lawyers: but it was an- 
ſwered, the fee was undoubtedly charged to their cli- 
ent, and that they could not connive at ſuch injuſtice 
as to ſuffer it to be ſunk in the attorney's pockets. 
Our ſage and learned judges had great conſolation, in- 
ſomuch as they had not pleaded at the bar for ſeveral 
years; the harr: wes rejoiced in that they were not ar- 

| Tormes, 


[] 1 
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tornies, and the attornies felt no lefs ſatisfaction, that 
they were not fetti-ſorgers, ſcriveners, and other mean- 
er officers of the law. 

As to the Army, far be it from — to conceal the 
truth. Every ſoldiei's behaviour was as undiſmayed, 
and undaunted, as if nothing was to happen: I impute 
not this to- their want of ſaith, but to their martial diſ- 


poſition; though I cannot help thinking they com- 


monly accompany their commands with more eat. 
than are requiſite, of which there was no remarkable 


_ diminution this morning on the parade in St. 7 ames's 
: park. Bur poſlibly it was by choice, and on conſide- 
ration, that they continued this way of expreſſion, not 


to intimidate the common ſoldiers, or give occaſion to 
ſuſpect, that even the fear of damnation could make 
any impreſſion upon their ſuperior officers. A duel was 


' fought the ſame morning between two colonels, not 
occafioned (as was reported) becauſe the one was put 
over the othei's head; that being a point, which might 


at ſuch a juncture have been accommodated by the 
mediation of friends; but, as this was upon the ac- 
count of a lady, it was judged it could not be put off 


at this time, above all others, but demanded immediate 


ſatisfaction: I am apt to believe, that a young officer, 


who deſired his ſurgeon to deter putting him into a ſa- 


livation till Saturday, might make this requeſt out of 


ſome opinion he had of the truth of the prophecy ; ; for 


the apprehenſions of any danger in the operation could 


not be his motive, the ſurgeon himſelf aſſured me, that 
be had before undergone three ſevere operations of 


the lice nature with great reſignation and fortitude. 
There 
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There was an order iſſued, that the chaplains of the 
| feveral regiments {ſhould attend their duty; but, as 1 

were diſperſed about in ſeveral parts of England, i 
was believed that moſt of them could not be und, 
or fo much as heard of, till the great day was over. 

Moſt of the conſiderable PHTSICIANS by their 
outwaid demeanour ſcemed to be unbelievers ; but, at 
the ſame time, they every-where inſinuated, that there 
might be a pe/tilential maliynancy in the air, occaſioned 
by the comet, which might be armed againſt by pro- 
per and timely medicines. This caution had but lit- 
tle effect; for, as the time approached, the chriſtian 
reſignat.on of the people encreaſed, and moſt of them _ 

( which was never before known) had their fouls more 
at heart than their bodies. 

It the reverend CLEROGVH ſhewed more concern than 
others, I charitably impute it to their great charge of 
fouls ; and what confirmed me in this opinion was, 
that the degrees of apprehenſion and terror could be diſ- 
tinguiſhed to be greater or leſs, according to their 
ris and degrees in the church. | 

The like might be obſerved in all ſorts of in lee 
though not of the church of £ngland; the aigher their 

rank, the more was their fear. 

1 ſpeak not of the Cour, for fear of ce od 
T forbear inſerting the names of particular aro to 
avoid the imputation of flander, fo that the reader will 
allow the narrative muſt be deficient, and is therefore 
defired to accept hereof rather as a ſketch, than a re- 
gular circumſtantial hiſtory. 


I was not informed of any perſon Who fhownd the 
leaſt 


* 
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Jeaſt joy; except three malefactors, who were to be 
executed on the Monday following, and one old man, 
a conſtant church-goer, who, being at the point of 


death, expreit ſome ſatisfaction at the news. 


On Thurſday morning there was little or nothing 
tranſacted in Change alley; there were a multitude of 
ſellers, but ſo few buyers, that one cannot affirm the 
ſtocks bore any certain price except among the Jews ; 
who this day reaped great profit by their infidelity. 


There were many who called themſelves chriſtians, 
who offered to buy for time, but, as theſe were people 
of great di diſtinction, I chuſe not to mention them, be- 


caule 1 in effect it would ſeem to accuſe them both of 


avarice and infidelity. 


The vun upon the bank is too well known to need 
a particular relation; for it can never be forgotten, 


that no one perſon whatever (except the directors theme 


ſelves, and ſome of their particular friends and aſſo- 


ciates) could convert a bill all that day into Jpecie 3 o 
bands being employ ed to ſerve them, | 


In the ſeveral churches of the city and ſuburbs there 


were ſeven thouſand two hundred and forty-five, who 


publickly and ſolemnly declared before the congre- 


gation, that they took to wife their ſeveral pt miſ- 
treſſes, which was allowed as valid marriage, the 


prieſt not having time to pronou..ce the ceremony in 
form. 


At St. Brides chard} in Fleet- rect Mr. 77 Ion 


(who writ againſt the miracles of our Saviour) in the 


vtmoſt terrors of conſcience, made a publick recanta- 


tion b 


* 
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tion. Dr. * Mandevil (who had been groundiefsly re- 
ported formerly to have done the ſame) did it now in 
good earneſt at St. Zames's-gate ; as did alſo at the 
Temple church ſeveral gentlemen, who frequent coffee- 
houſes near the bar. So great was the faith and fear of 

two of them, that they dropt dead on the ſpot ; but I 
will not record their names, Jeſt I ſhould be thought 
invidiouſſy to lay an odium on their families and pot- 
terity. 

Moſt of the players, who had very letle Faith before, 
were now deſirous of having as much as they could, 
and therefore embraced the Roman Catholick religion; 
the ſame thing was obſerved of ſome laude, and ladies | 
of pleaſure. 
An iriſh gentleman out of pure friendſhip came to 
make me a viſit, and adviſed me to h:re à boat for the 
enſuing day, and told me, that, unleſs I gave earneſt 
for one immediately, he feared it might be too late; 
for his country-men had ſecured almoſt every boat up- 
on the river, as judging, that in the general conflagra- 
tion to be upon | Sp would be the /afe/? place. 
There were two lords, and three commoners, who, 
_ out of ſcruple of conſcience, very haſtily threw up their 
penſions, as imagining a penſion was only an annual 
retaining bribe, All the other great penſioners, I was 
told, had their ſcruples quieted by a clergyman or two 
of diſtinction, whom they happily conſulted, 
It was remarkable, that ſeveral of our vey richeſt 


* "Ha of The fable of the e that orivate vices are 
Zeer, a book intended to ſubyert publick benefits. 
not only religion but virtue, by | 


tradeſmen 
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tradeſmen of the city, in common charity, gave away 
ſhillings and ſix-pences to the beggars, who plyed 
about the church-doois.; and, at a particular church in 
the city, a wealthy church warden with his own hands 
diſtributed fifty twelve-penny loaves to the poor by 


way of reſtitution for the many great and coltly teaſts 


which he had eaten of at their expence. 

Three great ladies, a valet de chambre, two bowls: 
a cuſtom-houſe officer, five half- pay captains, and a 
| baronet, (all noted gamęſters) came publickly into a 
church at Meſiminſter, and depoſited a very conſider- 
able ſum of money in the nner s hands; the parties, 
| whom they had defrauded, being either out of town, 
or not to be found. Put ſo great is the hardneſs of 
heart of this fraternity, that, among either the noble 
or vulgar gameſters, (though the profeſſion is ſo gene- 
ral) I did not hear of any other reſtitution of this ſort. 
At the ſame time I muſt obſerve that (in compariſon of 
theſe) through all parts of the town, the juſtice and 
penitence of the highwaymen, beuſe- breakers, and com- 
mon prck-pockets, was very remarkable. 
The directors of our public, companies were in ſuch 
dreadful apprehenſions, that one would have thought 
a parliamentary enquiry was at hand; yet ſo great was 
their preſence of mind, that all the Thurſday morning 
was taken up in private transfers, which by malicious 
people was thought to be doue with celign to conceal 


their effects. 


Is forbear mentioning the private ions 1 par- 
üiculat ladies to their huſoands ; for as their children 
were born in wedlock, aud of conſequence are legiti- 
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mate, it would be an invidious taſk to record them as 
baſtards ; and particularly after their ſeveral huſbands 
have ſo charitably forgiven them. 

The evening and night through the whole town 
were ſpent in devotions both publick and private; the 
churches for this one day were ſo crouded by the nobi- 
lity and gentry, that thouſands of common people were 
ſeen praying in the publick ſtreets. In ſhort, one 
would have thought the whole town had been really 
and ſeriouſly religious. But, what was very remark- 
able, all the different perſuaſions kept by themſelves, 
for, as each thought the other would be damned, not 
one would join in prayer with the other. 
At length Friday came, and the people covered all 
the ſtreets; ; expecting, watching, and praying. But, 
as the day wore away, their fears Guſt began to abate, 
then leſſened every hour, at night they were almoſt 
extinct, till the total darkneſs, that hitherto uſed to 
terrify, now comforted every free-thinker and atheiſt. 
Great numbers went tozether to the taverns, beſpoke 
— ſuppers, and broke up whole hog heads for joy. The 
ſubject of all wit and converſation was to ridicule the 
2 prophecy, and railly each other. All the quality and 
_ gentry were perfedly aſhamed, nay, ſome utterly diſ- 
owned that they had manifeſted any ſigns of religion. 
But the next day even the common people, as well 
as their betters, appeared in their uſual ſtate of indif- 
ference. They drank, they whored, they ſwore, they 
lyed, they cheated, they plundered, they gamed, they 
quarrelled, they murdered. In ſhort, che world went 
on in the old channel. 
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I need not give any inſtances of what will ſo eaſily 
be credited ; but I cannot omit relating, that Mr. 
Woolfton advertiſed in that very Saturday's Evening Poſt . 
a new Treatiſe againſt the miracles of our Saviour An 
| that the few, who had given up their penſions the day 
Ip before, ſolicited to have them continued; which, as 

I they had not been thrown up upon any miniſterial : 
point, I am informed was readily granted. — 
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